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Teetures 


MEMORABILIA OF OPHTHALMIC 
SURGICAL PRACTICE. 
By W. WHITE COOPER, Esq, F.R.C.S., 


SURGEON-OCULIST TO THE QUEEN ; 
OPHTHALMIC SURGEON TO ST. MAKY'S HOSPITAL. 


LECTURE Ii. 
Blepharo-Spasm. 

I HAVE seen very many cases of that troublesome affection of 
the branches of the facial nerve which causes twitching of the 
muscles of the eyelids and the face; they have presented them- 
selves in every degree, from the slight, almost imperceptible 
quiver of the fibres of the orbicularis, known as “‘ life-blood,” 
to firm persistent closure of the lids themselves; and I may say 
that I know of no disorder, not really serious, more distressing 
to the patient. In two cases there was also spasm of the 
throat, so that in one, the patient, a lady, uttered from time to 
time a loud ‘*‘ clack,” sufficient to attract attention in the 
streets; the other sufferer, also a lady, gave utterance to a con- 
vulsive sob, especially when nervous or agitated. These sounds 
were uncontrollable, were increased by the desire to repress 
them, and together with the facial contortions, led the ladies 
to seclaude themselves from society. 

The “‘ life-blood” quivering is the most common form; rapid 
closure of the lids, exactly resembling an intentional ‘‘ wink,” 
is next in frequency. The rarest and most severe form is firm 
compression of the lids—so firm that an attempt at forcible 
opening will evert but not raise the lid. 

Whea the convulsive action implicates the muscles surround- 
ing the globe, the aistress is greatly aggravated. A patient of 
mine suffers from tic doulourenx and spasmodic twitching of 
the muscles of the left side of the face, together with an 
agonizing sensation, as if the eyeball were forcibly dragged 
back into the socket. 

I remember a curious case in which the desire for riches 
proved the source of an unexpected grievance. A gentleman 
sold an estate for a large sum, which he placed at his banker’s 
till sach time as he could invest it profitably. It became a 

rfeect inenbus ; day and night the subject was uppermost in 

is thoughts. The desired investment always eluded him, and 
at length the worry teld upen his health, one of the prominent 
symptoms being convulsive movements of the muscles of the 
eyelids and left side of the face. He was under my care for 
some time, but it was not till after a satisfactory investment 
had been made that the truth was disclosed to me. 

One of the causes assigned for this irritation of the facial 
nerve is the too free use of stimulants. I certainly have in a 
few instances thought this to be the case, but in the majority 
it assuredly was not so; indeed, many of the patients have 
been most abstemious, Nevertheless, it is a point to be borne 
in mind, and patients should be directed to be careful as to 
their diet, and if spirits are indulged in, they should be for- 
bidden; light wines are less objecti le. The treatment 
which, on the whole, I have found most successful has been, 
prams ¢ a — the - of -_ neck and behind 
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on apne applied to the skin ; it inanavs Heatie and 
even more active than a mustard plaster,) and friction of those 
peel ee anaes composed of one part of extract of 
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It is not, a —_ a too much reliance 
should be placed, medicines whi ve appeared to exert 
most influence have been the smauelipelieee and citrate of 
iron combined with the tincture of sumbul and with valerian, 
the bowels being carefully regulated with mild aperienta, such 
as the aqueous extract of aloes with ctapanihiindemn. A 
very constant feature in the worst cases has been a tendency to 
constipation—a condition which has been decidedly eee f by 
belladonna, This I had myself noticed, and find the fact 
—— and thus explained, by Schreder van der Kolk :-— 
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**This medicine (belladonna) acts specifically on the intes- 
tines. Thus laxatives—for example, watery extract of aloes, 
with the addition of belladonna—are exceedingly useful in 
heartburn, spasms, and especially in constipation, which long 
experience and a great number of post-mortem examinations 
have satisfactorily proved to me to be almost always dependent 
on constrictions in ing colon. This state, more- 
over, exercises a powerful reflex action on the brain and medulla 
oblongata, as is shown by the melancholy with which it is so 
often connected. In these cases the stricture is removed, and 
the laxatives act infinitely better in consequence of the addition 
of belladonna. I suspect that it is in this the principal use of 
the remedy lies, which is recommended by so many in epilepsy, 
though they do not state the indication for its employment in 
that ¢isease.””* 

In some instances where acidity was strongly marked, alka- 
lies afforded much relief. 

Dental Irritation. 


It should be borne in mind, that in some of these cases, and 
in many obscure cases of inflammation of the eyes, and of im- 
paired vision, the real exciting cause is to be sought for in the 
teeth. The absence of pain in the teeth proves nothing; the 
focus of irritation is there, but the evidence is to be found 
else where. 

A young gentleman suffered from severe inflammation of the 
eyes, which proved very intractable. His teeth being unsound, 
he was sent to Mr. Sercombe, who found it necessary to ex- 
tract four molars and three of the first incisors, since which the 
inflammation in the eyes has es In another case 
where there was inability to fix the eyes, without pain, for 
reading and writing, the greatest relief followed lancing the 
gums over the wisdom teeth, which were about roy er 


Uterine Irritation. 


The connexion between the condition of the uterine organs 
and that of the though important, is frequently over- 
looked ; one cause being the reluctance felt by the patients to 
mention disorders of those I have repeatedly traced to 
ulceration, tumour, or other disorder of the womb, an irritable 
state of the eyes, causing much distress and bidding defiance to 
treatment ; and, if | may judge from my own experience, I 
should say that many of the cases of menorrhagia which are 
merely treated by general measures, depend on one of the above 
causes. The drain upon the constitution caused by menor- 
rhagia is strongly felt by the eyes, and I am in the habit of 
ing a com t opinion to be taken in such cases as to 
abana of Ieeal mischief A patient was sent to me by 
Mr. Eastment, of Wincanton, suffering from intractable in- 
flammation involving the cornea, and attended with great 

hotophobia ; she had also uterine disease. For many months 
her eyes had been in a distressing condition, and for some weeks 
I did my best without material benefit. I then recommended 
that attention should be solely paid to the uterine disease, for 
which she was placed under the care of my colleague, Dr. Tyler 
Smith. It was interesting to mark the diminution in the 
photophobia and gradual disappearance of the redness of the 
eyes ( the corner have been seriously by de- 


posit) as the disease of the uterus yielded to treatment. 


Effect of Piles. 
Another frequently concealed cause of mischief to the eyes is 


the drain caused by bleeding piles. A lady consulted me in 

uence of her being unable to bear light or to use her 
eyes for work. She was so pale, and the palpebral conjanc- 
tivee were so blanched, that I at once concluded there was loss 
of blood. It was, however, with much reluctance that she 
admitted that she suffered from bleeding piles. She was per- 
suaded to consult Mr. Blizard et who performed an 
operation, which cured the piles and the eyes also; for this 
lady called on me some months afterwards to tell me that her 
sight was perfectly restored. 

Recumbent Posture. 

The recumbent posture long maintained is a fertile cause of 
mischief to the sight. Infinite harm arose from the miserable, 
now happily exploded fashion (for it was a fashion) of com- 
pelling young girls to lie flat on their backs for many months 
to correct a real or imaginary tendency to spinal curvature, 
Their studies were pursued in this position, and within my own 
knowledge the sight of many was irreparably damaged. I 
also raise my protest against the custom, still followed at some 

* On the Sj inal Cord and Medulla Oblongata, p. 275, 
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highly refined schools, of inflicting on the poor girls the misery 
of learning their lessons whilst taking their walks. It is bad 
for the sight, bad for the health, and bad for the mind. To 
revert to the subject of reading when lying on the back: an 
interesting and remarkable illustration of the effects upon the 
eyes recently fell under my notice. An officer underwent an 
operation for hemorrhoids, which, being followed by inflam- 
mation, necessitated his keeping his bed upwards of six weeks. 
As he slept badly, books were his chief amusement night and 
day. He lay facing a large window, the strong glare falling 
on his face, the book of course being in the shade; rather 
suddenly he found himself unable to distinguish type, and his 
family became alarmed, fearing impending blindness, A care- 
fal examination detected nothing abnormal in the state of the 
eyes, and presbyobic glasses of 36 inches focus at once restored 
the sight to its natural condi.ion, The explanation was that, 
from overstrain, the adjustment to distance for reading had 
been temporarily lost. 


Intra-ocular Effusions. 


There are no cases in which the advan of the ophthal- 
m is more marked than those where the sight has been 
inj by deep intra-ocular effusions. The diagnosis of such 
casés is truly important; there is probably nothing abnormal in 
the external aspect of the eye—nothing beyond some inactivity 
of the pupil to indicate the serious, too often irreparable, nature 
of the Lote The following illustrates the point :— 

A young gentleman had been educated for the army, and in 
due course presented himself for examination before the mili- 
tary surgeons, When the sight was to be tested, the surgeon 

laced his hand before the youth’s left eye, when lo! he could 

iscern nothing with his right. Another surgeon was called 
in, and, after consultation, it was agreed to suspend for six 
months the final decision as to his eligibility. Deeply mortified 
and concerned by this unexpected discovery of his son’s blind- 
ness, the youth’s father brought him to me the following day. 
He was a remarkably fine young man, and there was nothing 
to be seen under ordinary examination which explained his 
absence or sight. The only circumstance bearing on it which 
he could remember, was a severe blow on the eye from a cricket- 
ball some six months previously, The ophthalmoscope at once 
revealed the naiare of the case. There was no retinal reflec- 
tion whatever; a clot of greenish hue, doubtless blood poured 
out at the time of the blow, occupied the posterior portion of 
the vitreous chamber, and completely prevented all vision. I 
was obliged to express an unfavourable opinion as to the pro- 
bable restoration of sight; when a clot has remained so long, 
with little change beyond the loss of the red particles, there is 
small hope of its removal. The difference between the activity 
of absorption of blood from the aqueous chamber and the 
vitreous chamber is very great; 1 have seen the aqueous 
chamber cleared in twenty-four hours. Slow, on the other 
hand, is the disappearance of even a small effusion, when 
poured into the vitreous chamber ; and when the effusion is be- 
tween the choroid and the retina, the latter is detached, and 
the mischief irreparable. Of this, two examples have recently 
fallen under my notice. 

A clergyman underwent violent excitement, which was fol- 
lowed by sudden extinction of sight in the axis of vision of the 
right eye. No improvement took place under treatment, and 
as his professional prospects were likely to be materially in- 
fluen by this calamity, it was important to ascertaia the 
precise nature of the lesion, for which pu he came to town. 
On testing the sight I ascertained that the retina was perfect 
towards the temporal and nasal sides, but insensible to impres- 
sions in the centre. The ophthalmoscope showed the retina 

rojecting as a pouch at this point, effusion having taken place 
Cieen it and the choroid. 

During the last autumn a gentleman was struck by a shot on 
the temporal side of the left upper eyelid; the shot did not 
penetrate the globe, but passed on, and lodged on the inner 
side, where it could be felt between the eyeball and tendon of 
the orbicularis, The pag of interest was this : the eye had not 
suffered where the shot had first struck, but on the opposite 
side sight was extinct. The ophthalmoscope discovered detach- 
ment of the retina at that spot. Query, had the rebound of 
the shot from the bone struck the eye so sharply as to cause 
this? That was my impression after careful examination. 

In contrast to these cases stands the following, recently seen 
by me in consultation with Dr. Cape. A young nobleman, who 
had always suffered from weak sight, received an accidental 
blow upon the right eye. Two days afterwards it was found 
that he could only distinguish light from darkness with that 
eye. The question arose, Was this loss of sight the result of 





the blow or not? The ophthalmoscope decided in the nega. 
tive, for the eye appeared perfectly healthy, and there was 
total absence of effusion. Pr. Cape agreed with me in the 
opinion that the blindness following the blow was merely a 
coincidence, and that pain in the head and other symptoms 
indicated that the brain was the seat of mischief. In this view 
we have been contirmed by the improvement which bas taken 
place under depletion, blistering the nape of the neck, and a 
course of mercury; the sight is steadily returning, 
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GentLemen,—If the ablest surgeon were compelled to do 
that which by mere chance befell the patient whose case | 
shall relate to you, he would certainly be greatly puzzled as 
to the mode of accomplishing it with an equally successful re- 
sult : I mean, if he had to thrust the shaft of a rocket through 
the orbit of a living man, burying it five inches and a half in 
his head, in a direction backwards, either immediately above 
or below the base of the cranium, he probably would feel morally 
certain of killing the unfortunate subject of his operation. Such 
an injury, however, did happen to the person whose case I shall 
detail to you, and that even without the sequence of any very 
alarming symptoms. I need hardly say that all wounds tra- 
versing the orbit and perforating its bony walls in a direction 
either upwards or backwards, are necessarily fraught with the 
greatest danger to life. The thin orbital plate of the frontal 
bone can offer but little resistance to a thrust made even with 
a small amount of force; and cases are recorded of persons 
killed by a mere stick driven against the roof of the orbit, 
which has thus been perforated, and the brain wounded. If I 
recollect rightly (for I am going back to above five-and-thirty 
years ago), the late Mr. Abernethy used, in his lectures, to re- 
late the case of a child who, whilst peeping through the key- 
hole of a door, received a thrust in the orbit from a small stick 
pushed at him by a playfellow, and died from wound of the 
brain caused by so slight a force, The same thing has hap- 
pened from the thrust of a sword or of a foil in fencing, and 
even from a push with a lath or an umbrella. Dr. Mackenzie, 
in his work **On Injuries and Diseases of the Eye,” has col- 
lected many cases of the kind ; and he remarks that from either 
gun-shot or other penetrating wounds of the orbit, ‘‘ we ma' 
occasionally expect hemorrhage, extravasation of blood, blind- 
ness, strabismus, syncope, vomiting, coma, convulsions, » 
and even death, as immediate effects ; and, as remote effects, 
fever, delirium, suppuration, caries, exfoliation of bone, and 
the like.” Amongst these more remote effects, death should 
also be added to the list ; for cases have occurred in which, for 
a considerable period after receipt of the injury, no alarming 
cerebral symptoms have supervened, and yet the patients have 
eventually died, and, in some instances, suddenly, Dr, Mac- 
kenzie quotes the following case or two in point, and to show 
how guarded a prognosis should be given in all cases of deeply- 
penetrating wounds of the orbit :— 

‘*A man having received a sword wound in the left orbit, 
from which he felt no subsequent pain, covered it with a 

jlaster, walked two leagues, and ate and drank heartily with 

Cis companions as if he were quite well. The next morning he 
was found dead ; and the wound, on post-mortem examination, 
was seen to reach the cerebellum. ‘This case was published by 
Peter Borel, of Frankfort, in 1676,” 
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“ Another and more extraordinary case of sword wound 
through the orbit, traversing one of > lateral ventricles, and 
reaching the lambdoidal suture, is related by Diemerbroeck 
(1672). In this case the patient remained in his usual state of 
mind and health till the tenth day, when he was seized with 
violent fever, and died two days afterwards.” 

That such a wound should cause no alarming symptoms for 
ten days, is almost incredible ; but the case strongly shows how 
guardedly we should give an opinion as to the result of wounds 
passing through the orbit. 

Avother direction in which an intruded boty is likely to 
prove fatal is upwards and inwards through the lamella plana, 
and cribriform lamella of the ethmoid bone, of which Dr. Mac- 
kenzie gives the following case, quoted by Bonetus in his 
Sepulchretam :— 

A countryman, aged fifty-five, received a thrust in the right 
orbit from the sharp end of a broken whip-handle, which en- 
tered close to the inner canthus of the eye. He was carrying 
at the time a heavy burden, and trudged on, apprehending no 
danger, for a quarter of a mile, when he instantly dropped 
down dead. On examination after death, the nasal extremity 
of the falx was found wounded, the third ventricle perforated, 
and in it a considerable quantity of gr blood. 

This man died almost immediately from a comparatively 
smal] wound of the brain, whilst others have lived for years 
after a most extraordinary amount of injury done to the brain 
by gunshot and other wounds traversing the orbit. Vision of 
the eye of the wounded side has in most cases been lost. even 
though the eye itself has appeared uninjured by the accident, 
as happened in the case I am about to relate :— 

James W , aged forty-five, a man of spare make, rather 
abeve the middle height, and of ordinarily healthy appearance, 
whilst standing amongst a crowd of persons, received on the 
evening of the 4th of May, 1859, a broken rocket-shaft through 
the left orbit. He told me that he was about twelve yards 
from the rocket at the time it was fired ; that he was looking 
at it, and remembered distinctly to have seen it held above the 
heads of the people at the time of firing it. He eceived this 
terrific vane eee falling, and walked some thirty or forty 





yards to a tavern, where | saw him ten or fifteen minutes after 
the accident sitting in a chair, his face and lips pale, and his 


pulse extremely small and weak. There was no expression 
pain, only that of extreme shock from severe injury—pallid, 
shrunken, and motionless features, There was no symptom of 
cerebral lesion; but vision of the eye of the injured side was 
immediately and completely lost, ‘hough the eye itself appeared 
uninjured. This amaurotic condition of the eye may have re- 
sulted from pressure on or laceration of the optic nerve, or 
from mere pressure on the globe of the eye, or from extravasa- 
tion of blood within the globe caused by its contusion. The 
only mark of injury visible was a thin splinter of wood, not 
half an inch long, projecting from the orbit immediately above 
the inner canthus, I placed bim on the floor, half recumbent, 
his head and shoulders being supported. I then endeavoured 
to extract with tolerably strong forceps what | supposed to be 
asmall portion of a rocket-shaft, but I found that I could not 
stir it. I sent for and socn obtained a pair of strong. flat- 
bladed pliers, with which even I could not move by direct 
traction the intruded shaft, so tightly was it wedged between 
the bones through which it had Knowing that the 
shaft of a rocket is not round, like that of an arrow, bat 
square, | was aware of the small extent to which it could be 
rotated on its axis; still I found, on trying to do so, that a 
slight degree of movement on its axis was not impossible, and 
by turning it several times a few degrees alternately to the 
nght and to the left I at last loosened it, and slowly drew out 
inch after inch of the shaft, with no small astonishment as ‘he 
last two or three inches showed themselves. Its extraction was 
instantly followed by a profuse gush of blood—a stream almost 
as large as the extracted shaft ; but the bleeding almost ceased 
in five or ten minutes, iced water being applied over the fore 
head and upper part of the face. 1 had forewarned his friends 
that he might possibly die from hemorrhage immediately on 
the removal of the shaft, which I conceived might have acted 
as a very efficient compress to any large arteries or veins which 
—— have been lacerated. He, however, did not even faint, 
and in less than fifteen minutes, without any help, got up from 
off the floor, and walked, saying that he felt quite able to do 
so. I directed his friends to keep bim ectly motionless to 
apply unremittingly iced water to his bead. and to carry him 

ntly to the hospital. I also prescribed small and repeated 

oses of calomel and j 

His friends did not take him to the hospital, and I lost sight 
of him, supposing him to be dead, until the 23rd of June (forty 





days after the accident), when I found him in good health, 
strong, and perfectly well except the total loss of sight of the 
left eye, and loss of sensation in the upper and anterior part of 
the left cheek, ala nasi, and left half of the upper lip—probably- 
the result of injury to the infra-orbital br=nch of the superior 
maxillary nerve, There was no muscular paralysis detectable, 
The motions of the left eye corresponded with those of the 
right, and the levator palpebrz superioris contracted properly, 
showing that the nerves passing through the sphenoidal fissure 
were uviojured. 

He told me that he was up and dressed, walking about his 
room, three days after the accident, and that within three 
weeks he walked a distance of half a mile. He said that he 
suffered severe headache and vomiting during the first twenty- 
four hours, but not much pain after that; and hai been but 
slightly feverish. The wound had healed very readily, with 
scarcely any suppuration, and no pieces of bone had come 
away. It is surprising that a deep, roughly-made wound like 
this should have healed by adhesion; if it had not so healed, 
the lacerated surfaces mast have suppurated, and have dis- 
charged daily a large quantity of pos, instead of a few drops, 
as the patient assured me. He also told me that there had 
been no paralysis except loss of vision of the left eye, and loss 
of sensation in parts supplied by the infra-orbital nerve; and 
there had been no loss of consciousness, or anything indicating 
a severe lesion of the brain, which it is probable, though by no 
means certain, had not occurred. 

The only treatment adopted was that which I had pre- 
scribed—namely, cold water to the head, and a few doses of 
calomel and jalap. 

Fifteen weeks after the accident, he told me that his health 
continued goed, but he thought himself hardly so clear. headed 
as before the injury. I agcin saw him eight months and a half 
after the accident; his health and strength as good as ever, but 
his memory for occurrences happening since the injury some- 
what a pte though he did not forget anything which had 
happened previously * 

e chief point of interest in the case is the consideration of 
the exact course which the rocket shaft had taken. It seemed, 
as I withdrew it, to have passed almost directly backwards, 
nearly parallel with the mesial plane, apparently through the 


of | sphenoidal fissure, and into the base of the middle and posterior 


lobes of the left hemisphere of the brain; but as it bad not 
killed him, nor even d any sympt of cerebral lesion, 
one a ane think that it had taken this directi Wy iall 
as all the nerves ing through this aperture a— 
uninjured. Some an would ae bably have been crushed or 
torn der, Lf, instead of entering the cavity of the cranium, 
it had broken the floor of the orbit, passing between the orbital 
process of the superior maxillary bone the great ala of the 
sphenoid, and below the base of the skull, it is hardly possible 
to conceive how all the large bloodvesels and nerves i 
through the many foramina of this part should have esca’ 
uninjured, the internal carotid anu internal jugular lying 
directly in such a course, lam sure, from the direction 
of the shaft, as | slowly extracted it, that it had not passed 
obliquely downwards into the pharynx, and therefore that it 
must have taken a course either immedistely above, or imme- 
diately below, the base of the skull. Under either condition 
the patient's escape from death renders the case one of the 


most remarkable in the annals of surgery. 


ea 
Half-size and shape of a piece of a rocket-shaft (transverse section 
jour-t. ulin vt au in hh square). tee point of which, a, entered 
the left orbit, and buried itself as far as 6 (five inches and a 
half), t king a direction almost direvtly backwards, nearly 
parallel with the mesial poe, and [oa immediately 
under the base of the skull, [The ot shalt it-elf I have 
ted to the museum of the Royal College of >urgeons 
of England.) 
* Very recently, nearly three years after the accident, I n met with 
him. He remained mor 5 t e same in every respect, his health and strength 
good, but his memory decided!y impaired. 























A Remepy For Sra-sicknxss.—In all ordinary cases, if 
in dread of sickness, lic down on the back at least a quarter of 
an hour before the vessel starts. No position but that of re- 
cumbency on the back will do. Let head, body, and back 
become, as it were, part of the vessel, participating in its mo- 
tion without muscular effort. This precaution is often of itself 

i It will be of little use to assume this position after 
the sickness has commenced,—Dr, Coraican’s 7'en Days in 
Athens. 





628 Tas Lancer,] 


MR. DE MERIC ON GONORRH@AL OVARITIS. 


[Jowe 14, 1862. 








ON GONORRHG®AL OVARITIS. 
By VICTOR DE MERIC, Ese., 


SURGEON TO THE ROYAL FREE AND GEEMAN HOSPITALS. 


I Bee to direct the attention of the profession to a complica- 
tion of gonorrheea in the female which has as yet been but in- 
completely studied, and I have some hopes of throwing a little 
light on the subject. Indeed, it must be owned that not only 
gonorrheeal ovaritis, but gonorrhoea itself, as affecting the female 
sex, are imperfectly known. And yet how useful, and some- 
times how important, is it to establish an accurate diagnosis, 
and make a distinction between an ordinary muco-purulent 
discharge issuing from the vagina and one which owes its origin 
to the contact of gonorrhceal matter ! 

Attempts have been made to draw a distinction in the fol- 
lowing manner :—Gonorrheea is mostly accompanied by highly 
inflammatory symptoms; the discharge, either from the vulva 
or the vagina, is almost purulent; some of it proceeds from the 
urethra; micturition is attended with scalding, and uneasiness 
exists in the groins. Nearly all these symptoms, however, may 
be present in simple vaginitis, and if any at all are characteristic 
of gonorrheea, I would select the discharge from the urethra 
and the uneasiness in the groins. But we have now and then 
a very important element of diagnosis, and that is, the exist- 
ence of a gonorrheeal discharge in the individual known to be 
on intimate terms with the patient. 

As the di is, then, of gonorrheea in the female is con- 
fessedly difficult, I have confined my observations respecting 

1 ovaritis exclusively to such cases in which women 
‘were contaminated by their husbands, this circumstance leaving 
no doubt as to the nature of the discharge on the female side. 
This was absolutely necessary in order to give some value to 
the cases as regards the exist of gonorrhceal ovaritis. 

Tyhave said that this latter complication has as yet been in- 
‘completely studied; this should, however, be attributed to the 
obstacles lying in the way of such study rather than to any 
want of zeal or activity in those whose duty it is to attempt 
the solution of pathological problems. Authors of repute, as 
we shall soon see, have paid attention to gonorrhceal ovaritis, 
and have attempted to show some analogy between this com. 
plaint and gonorrhceal orchitis; these authors could not, how- 
ever, support their views by actual examination after death, so 
that certainty was hardly attained. 

One case, however, of Mercier is connected with an antopsy, 
and presents peculiar interest. The patient, a young gi 
nineteen, whilst suffering from gonorrhcea, was seized with the 
initiatory symptoms of typhoid fever. During this time she 
had evident signs of ovaritis, for which forty leeches were used 
with benefit. She died of the fever, and ou a post:mortem 
examination it was found that the gonorrhceal inflammation 
had travelled into the uterus, attacked the broad ligaments and 
the Fallopian tubes, the fimbriated extremity of the left being 
destroyed, and the tube therefore obliterated. The peri 
lining the pelvis was highly inflamed, and false membranes 
covered the broad ligaments, the ovaries, and the i 
tabes. Mercier mentions this case principally as showing the 
extension of gonorrhceal inflammation o the peritoneum, and 
does not say whether the ovaries were incised and examined. 

Dr. Tilt, in his work on Ovaritis, quotes this case, and 
another less conclusive. He believes that gonorrhceal ovaritis 
may occur, and thinks that it may be the result of the ‘‘ im- 
mediate ication to the ovaries of the blennorrhagic pus, 
which has conveyed by the same capillary attraction by 
which the seminal fluid is conducted.” This must, however, 
be looked upon as a mere etiological conjecture. 

Dr. West, in his work on Diseases of Women, does not men- 
tion gonorrhceal ovaritis, and as to inflammation of the ovary 
from any cause, be says, ‘‘ Acute inflammation of the substance 
of the unimpregnated ovary is of such rare occurrence, that no 
case has come under my own care, and but one has presented 
itself to my observation.” (p. 50. ) 





Mr: Acton is very short on the subject, and offers neither - 


cases nor remarks, although he recognises 
as @ possible occurrence. 

Mr. Parker says, in the last edition of his book, 
that*he has ‘‘ noticed women who have been under 
treatment for gonorrhea complain of pain and tenderness’ in 


ovaritis 





the region of the ovary; this has been especially marked when 
discharge has diminished under the use et natringout injections, 

These pains are not in the groin, and muet not be confounded 

with the symptoms produced by an inflamed gland. These 

symptoms are doubtless due to inflammation of the ovary, of a 

more or less acute character.” (p. 10+.) 

Ricord, in his notes to Hunter’s work, says: “The ovaries 
may be affected in gonorrhea as the epididymis isin man. [I 
have had the opportunity of observing this complication, whose 
existence Hunter does not fully deny or admit ; and if anyone 
will take the trouble to leok for it, he will find it often enough 
to be convinced of the fact.” Ricord then cites one case, and 
alludes to # second. 

Dr. Bennet, in his work *‘On Diseases of the Uterus,” (at 
least in the edition I possess,) does not mention this possible 
complication of gonorrheeal metritis. 

M. Baumés, an eminent surgeon and syphilographer of Lyons, 
says: ‘* The ovaries seem, in cases of gonorrhaa, to be some- 
times sympathetically affected, as the epididymis may be in 
man, I have seen one case of the kind, and the two others 
quoted by Ricord give support to the mere conjectures which 
Hunter had put forth.” 

Dr. Tyler Smith, at page 123 of his book on ** Lencorrhea,” 
says: ‘‘ In gonorrhea the first symptoms of the disorder are 
referable to the vagina and the urethra, and the anterior wall 
of the vagina has been particularized as the especial seat of 
inflammation. The os and cervix uteri, the fandus uteri, Fal- 
lopian tubes, and the ovaria become inflamed in some cases, 
bat I believe only as an extension of the disease from its first 
seat in the vagina.” 

These quotations will be sufficient to show that authors bave 
been alive to the occurrence of gonorrbeeal ovaritis ; bat it will 
be gathered from the same quotations that ovaritis has been 
observed when the discharge was on the wane, whereas, in the 
cases I shall now detail, this discharge was undiminished, whilst 
acute metritis and ovaritis supervened, 

Ovaritis on the left side ; gonorrhea.—On Oct. 27th, 1858, I 
was asked to see the wife of a wealthy tradesman in one of the 
metropolitan suburbs, She was said to be very ill, and I found 
her in bed. The patient, who was then about thirty-two years 
of age, stated that for three weeks at least she had noticed an 
abundant discharge, which had iderably stained ber linen 
with large yellow spots. The discharge of late increased, 
and she had been obliged, on the day of my visit, to take to 
her bed, owing to a severe pain in the left iliac region. There 
had been a certain amount of uneasiness in micturition, bat 
that had passed off. The last menstruation had occurred about 
three weeks before. 

On examination, I found the patient ——- from feverish- 
ness ; the linen shown to me was marked with large yellowish 
spots, and pain on pressure over the left ovary was very acute, 
The diagnosis of a case of this nature was seemingly easy 
enough. I subacute metritis, the inflammation 
having suddenly extended along the Fallopian tube, and 
reached the ovary. This latter circumstance was explained 
by an imprudent exposure to cold—viz., driving home from the 
theatre in an open carriage. The pain was so acute that | did’ 
not propose a vaginal examination, but at once ordered fomen- 
tations to the left iliac region, a gentle purgative, an anti- 
monial mixture, low diet and rest. It should noticed that 
the lady was suckling a child about seven months old. 

On leaving the house, the husband accompanied me, and in- 
quired about the state of his wife, hoping it was nothing serious. 
As he had been under my care some years before for gonorr 
I thought it my duty to ask him whether anything of the ki 
had happened again ; and I learned that he had been i 
from a slight discharge, which was going off. - 

The case now took a different aspect, and, after weighing all’ 
the circumstances, I came to the conclasion that my venient? 
had been infected, and was labouring under gonorrhoea, the 
inflammation having travelled to the ovary by way of the 
uterine cavity. 





On the 29th, two days after my first visit, I saw the lady” 


again, and found that the discharge had diminished ; the pain 
over the left ovary was still severe, thongh the pulse had some- 
what come down. I leeches. but so much Reape one 4 


perenne rm eng etree ge The case 
favourably: a few astringent injections were’ 
re comme tie anne Waenassiie Wea gene tay wae 
about three weeks the patient had so far recovered as to re- 
sume her honsehold duties. 
advise the weaning of the child. The father also hw 
health in a short time, 


I did not: think it to 
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Iam fully-aware that cases of this sort are not completely 
conclusive, and that the phenomena might be explained by the 
occurrence of simple metritis and inflammation of some portion 
of the broad ligaments of the uterus. There is, however, some 
evidence in favour of the nature of the di 
for we had proof of the manner in which infection had been 
conveyed. And if the lady suffered from gonorrhoea, the 
ovaritis with which she was attacked may fairly be ascribed to 
the travelling of the irritation of the mucous membrane through 
the uterus and the Fallopian tabe. At the time the pain was 
so acate I might, have made a vaginal examination, 
and pushed the index finger into the utero-vaginal cul-de-sac 
to reach the enlarged and inflamed ovary; but the feverishness 
was so great, the vaginal canal so tender, that I abstained. Nor 
will the actual of the complaint be thoroughly elu- 
cidated until a possibilicy arises of making a post-mortem exa 
mination in a case of supposed gonorrhal ovaritis. Before 
venturing on any further remarks respecting this disease, I will 
briefly the second case, which presents features somewhat 
more marked than the first. 

On the 20th of February, 1861, I was consulted by a patient, 
about thirty-six years of age, whose profession I shall not men 
tion for fear of offering too easy a clue. He stated that he was 
saffering from a discharge which he had contracted in the North 
of England, and for which he had already used several reme- 
dies. I had treated him before for the same complaint, and 
now gave him directions for medicines and injections. When I 
had done, he stated that he had been iiapradent enoagh to 
have intercourse with his wife, (about thirty years of age,) and 
that she now complained of a discharge and a severe pain in 
her side. He had confessed his error to her, and she had ex- 

a wish to see me. 

I found her in bed, witha hot skin and hard pulse, complain- 
ing of severe pain in the left iliac region, and a profuse vaginal 
discharge. She stated that for three weeks she had been sub- 
ject to a thick yellow discharge, the cause of which she could 
not make out, ‘Three days before my visit she had been seized 
whilst walking with the pain over the left ovary, and that pain 
had increased up to the time I first saw her. The treatment 
was nearly the same as with the patient of the first case, bat 
the antiphlogistic measures were more ic, for this lady 
was of a stout baild, robust, and not suckling. The pain on 
pressure had been extremely severe on the first examination, 
and I was struck at the analogy of this case with the preceding. 
Fomentations, followed by large linseed poultices, gave much 
relief, and warm poppy-water injections into the vagina aided 
in soothing the pain. When by these means, rest and cooling 

ici the acute symptoms had been allayed, I directed my 
attention to the vagina, and ordered injections, with counter- 
irritation by blisters over the left ovary. It was full three 
weeks before the discharge began to diminish ; but the pain had 
given way a few days previously. 

When the abdomen could be freely handled, I explored, in 
both eases, the region ‘where the pain had been so acu’e, in 
order to ascertain whether a hard substance in the neighbour- 
hood of the ovary could be detected, but did not succeed. The 
fibrinous effusion into the epididymis which gives this ap- 
pendage its hardness in orchitis led me to suppose that some 
similar process might take place in the ovary; bat, as far as 
these two cases are concerned, no such d e change had 
occurred. 

That the ovary had suffered in the cases I have related is 
extremely probable ; but I would beg to remark that the ova- 
nan uneasiness may extend to the neighbeuring parts, and that 
a kind of severe rheumatism may accompany it. I ground my 
opinion on the following case, which will be found interesting 
in several respects :— 

In the year 1856, a married gentleman, aged about forty-five, 
called upon me to obtain advice for a urethral discharge, con- 
tracted in the following manner. Being in Scotland about a 
fortnight before his visit, he had paid attentions to a young 
person who, he was led to believe, had not been noticed im the 
same manner before. Several visits of this kind had been paid, 
and the patient finally returned to London. When he reached 
bis home a full week had passed since his last error. A strict 
examination convinced him that he was quite well, and he 
thought himself justified in fulfilling his conjagal duties. On 
Tising next morning, he was horror-struck on finding that a 
profuse yellowish di issued from the meatus, He tried to 
Shape a treatment for himself for about a week, when a new 
complication arose, His wife began to complain of an abuan- 

t muco-puralent flux, and severe pain on passing urine. Lo 
a few days, the ‘ hai. not ony increased, bat had be 
come mixed with blood, witich circumstance astonished her, 





particularly as for the last two or three years she had ceased 
menstruating. These symptoms were sufficiently distressing, 
but the lady was far from suspecting the nature of her com- 
plaint. Alli this I learned on the husband's first visit, and he 
ended his tale by stating that his wife was in my waiting- 
room, I promised to save her the annoyance of learning her 
hasband’s errors, and had her shown in. She was in a pitiable 
state, the vulva and vagina being highly inflamed, the dis- 
charge very profuse, and the hemorrhage pretty considerable. 

I examined this lady more com y than the two others, 
as she afforded me every facility, in ~ I. that I could re- 
lieve the pain she was suffering. 1 advised rest, poppy-water 
fomentations and injections, warm hip- baths, gentle purgatives, 
and antimonials. ‘The busband had injections and copaiba. 
saw her the next day at her residence, and found that the 
fever and inflammatory symptoms bad somewhat given way. 
But now she began to complain about the right iliac region ; 
the pain was described as running up to the crest of the ilium, 
and to be most distressin 

It is to be noticed that in none of these cases was the un- 
easiness seated in the inguiaal region, for | was in all very 
careful to distinguish threatened bubo and inflammation of an 
internal organ. In the present case there evidently was a dash 
of rheumatism connected with the pain, as the crest of the 
iliam was extremely ten. r; and the subsequent symptoms 
justified this supposition. 1 1dered fomentatiens to the iliac 
region, the same applications to the vulva and vagina, and fall 
doses of opium. ‘The improvement was extremely slow, and 
it was soon found necessary to make the lady keep her bed, as 
the iliac pain suddenly flew to the arm on the same side. Here 
I used frictions of a narcotic kind; and as the inflammation 
about the vulva and vagina had abated, | was able to use direct 
mineral astringents, such as alum and zinc. A full month 
elapsed before decided improvement was obtained ; the ovarian 
pain receded first, then the crest of the ilium and the arm im- 
proved, the most obstinate symptom being the vaginal dis- 
char 


Re. 

I consider this case more instructive ing the manner 
in which gonorrbees may be conveyed than with regard to the 

in in ovarian region. I would, however, submit, that 

ere again we may suppose acute inflammation somewhere 
about the broad ligaments; and there is some reason to suspect 
that the ovary shared in the phlogosis. As the inflammation 
abont the vulva and vagina was very considerable, the discharge 
profuse, and the rheumatic pains very distressing, I did not, in 
this case, pay to the ovaritis the exclusive attention which it 
obtained in the other cases ; but there can be but little doabt 
that the gonorrheal complication which occupied us existed in 
this third case as well as in the two others, 

It is well known that, asa rule, orchitis occurs towards the 
decline of the discharge ; whilst the ovary in these 
cases bec:.me affected at the vury acutest point of the disease, 
This is a very striking contrast, and would seem to militate 
against the analogy which has been thought to exist between 
gonorrheeal orchitis and gonorrhea! ovaritis. Another differ- 
ence which I would beg permission to point out is the effusion 
and consequent hard deposit which takes place in the epidi- 
dymis when the testicle is attacked with orchitis. No such 
effusion, as far as we know, takes place in the ovary—at least 
no hardness can be detected in the ovarian region after gonor- 
rheeal ovaritis. I was careful to seek for it in two of the cases, 
and ceuld find none, 

Another very important question, and which has not as yet 
been solved either way, is the supposed loss of generative power 
which a testis undergoes after an attack of orchitis. Whether 
a testicle or an ovary is spoiled by the inflammation arising 
from gonorrhasa, is not quite ascertained. 1 may state, how- 
ever, that I have had under my care a gentleman who suffered 
from orchitis in one and the other testicle successively, and 
who remained free from any of the evils just alluded to, It is 
also a question, on the other hand, whether sterility may be 
connected with ovaritis, either gonorrheal or idiopathic. __ 

From the cases I have enumerated, it may be seen that, in 
my hands, the treatment of gonorrheal ovaritis bas been ex- 
tremely simple. At first sight it would appear as if leeches in 
so acute an inflammation must be of great service ; but 1 have 
learned from the many cases of orchitis | have treated that 
leeches are by no means indispensable, No doubt we succeed 
with their aid in hastening resolation ; but | have found that 
rest, soothing applications, and low diet, lead, in almost as 
short a time, to the same results. 7 

As ovaritis, as far as I have seen, ocours during the acute 
stage of gonorrheea, the discharge must be treated at the same 


time as the ovarian complication ; this being again a contrast 
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with gonorrbeal orchitis, in which disease it is prudent to 
leave the discharge undisturbed until the inflammation of the 
epididymis has been subdued. 

I am afraid I have occupied too much space upon the con- 
sideration of a complication of minor importance ; but the cises 
which have been recorded are so few, that I have thought it 
useful to direct attention to those which have come uuder my 
notice. 

Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, June, 1862, 





ON THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF THE 
TURKISH BATH. 


By CHARLES HUNTER, Esq, M.R.C.S. Enc., 
FORMERLY HOCSE-SURGEON TO 8ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 
(Concluded from p. 457.) 


The Effects upon the Circulation ; Conclusions. 


3. Upon the heart and arteries, —- The circulation being 
directly affected through the lungs and skin, which are the 
parts locally influenced by the heat, next requires considera- 
tion. 

The primary effect of the ho* air upon the heart and arteries 
is one of stimulation, and by what modus operandi becomes a 
question. 

If there be truth in ubi stimulus ibi flucus, two reasons, or 
rather causes, can be assigned ; for in proportion to the degree 
of heat affecting the skin and the lungs, so is the call upon the 
heart and arteries. Observation shows the correctness of this, 
for see how vascular and red the skin becomes in the bath ; 
and as the skin is of great extent, so must be a'so the deter- 
mination of blood to, and detention of blood in it, to produce 
that appearance, and so also the call on the propelling powers. 

Here, then, is one cause of the increased cardiac action ex- 
plained ; nor is there absence of proof. Let a hot air bath be 
taken which will act upon the skin alone, and let ordinary air 
be breathed ; let the experimenter remain in the sitting pos- 
ture, and although common air is breathed, and no exertion is 
used, the pulse will be found increased some twenty or thirty 
pulsations in the course of fifteen or twenty minutes.* Bat if 
the hot air is brea: hed as well, an additional focus, and a very 
sarge one it is, for blood-determination is brought into exist- 
ence, and the call upon the heart becomes still greater. 

The first Turkish bath [ entered experimentally was the 
Brompton one, at the request of Mr. E. Pollard, who helped me 
to observe the following effects on the pulse :— 

When quiescent, the pulse is 64 ; after the walk to the bath 
it was 84. Time was not given to allow the pulse to return to 
its quiescent number before I entered the tepidarium, in which 
the thermometer stood at 116° Fahr. For the first few minutes 
the pulse showed no rise above that to which it had been in- 
creased by the walk—namely, 84 ; in the course of ten minutes, 
however, it beat 100 pulsations per minute. In this temperature 
I remained forty five minutes, during which time the pulse, 
after it had once reached 100, varied between that number and 
108. It should here be noted that the recambent nre was 
maintained for the first thirty-five minutes, and therefore the 
rise of the pulse was in no way due to muscular exertion. 
Neither was it due to nervous excitement or to fear of the bath; 
for if such had been the case it would, if anything, have de- 

cardiac action, or have quickened the pulse without in- 
creasing its volume and force. It was the «Iteration of cha- 
racter to a strong, steady, full pulse, in conjunction with the 
increase of frequency, that convinced me the heat alone, directly 
or indirectly, was the cause of the alteration. 

At a certain temperature, then, heat to the skin and lungs 
becomes a decided stimulant to cardiac action. This stimu- 
lating temperature varies with the diathesis and habits of the 
individual. The general *‘ new action,” to use an old phrase, 
that is thus set up is no doubt of great service when materials 
noxious to the system are in the blood. In such cases the 
Turkish bath, by exciting the circulation and by eliminating 
from the lungs and skin, may do great good; provided that 
the various organs thus stimulated are healthy. and not likely 
to suffer from the over-excitement; provided also that the 
other organs from which the blood is drawn are sufficiently 
strone nor to enffer from the drain, 
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Bat it must be borne in mind that that heat which will 
healthily set up this new action in some people will act as a 
depressing agent to others, Thus, upon my entering the cali- 
darium at 140° Fahbr., my pulse quickly changed its ‘ 
1 had expected a further rise would take place, but, on the other 
hand, it soon became less frequent and its character less strong. 
The watch that jumped before with vigour whilst over the 
femoral artery, did so no longer; the pulse sank to +4 or 80, 
and became even difficult to be felr. These alterations, toge- 
ther with a sensation of faintness which coincidently came on, 
induced me to return to the tepidarium. After a second trial 
of both rooms, with the same results, came the revivifying pro- 
cess of cold affusion, which had the ultimate effect of steadying 
the pulse at 72. 

I have given somewhat in detail the result of this first expe- 
riment, partly because it was also watched by Mr. Pollard, 
aod partly because of the importance which I think ought to 
be attached to the state of the pulse, more particularly in the 
hottest room. For with many others as with myself, whilst 
the first room can be borne with comfort for a certain of 
time, in which the pulse is moderately excited only, the hottest 
room has a different and unfavourable effect. ‘Thus at three 
different hot-air establishments ia which I have ‘‘ gone through 
the bath,” the tepidaria had an average heat of 120° Fahr. This 
heat was not excessive: with some it slightly raised the 
with others znore, yor irae others it did so —_ if at all. This 
heat a rs quite sufficient comfortably to effect the 
of the Path oak most individuals, The calidaria of the three 
baths varied between 140° and 175° Fahr. These higher de- 
grees of heat always, in my own case, acted oppressively upon 
the system, and in the case of many I can mention, caused 
symptoms which manifested too great a disturbance of the cir- 
culation in the various organs to be compatible with ultimate 
good results. But there are many people, no doubt, who can 
with impunity, and even with subsequent benefit, continue for 
some time in the greater heat—as in these examples: A, as before 
stated, had a pulse of 64 raised to 100 by heat of 115° Fahr., and 
brought down to $0 or less by heat of 140° Fabr ; B, with a 
pulse of 75 at 115° Fabr., had the pulse raised to 95 or 98, and 
in heat of 140° Fahr. still further raised to 108, the force of the 

alse being also increased; C bad the pulse raised to 116 m 

eat of 140° Fabr.; D had his pulse raised to 116 in heat of 
126° Fabr., and to 120 in the greater heat of 154° Fahr. D had 
taken very many previous baths. 

These examples show how differently people are affected, and 
suggest how careful all ought to be, especially the first time 
of taking these baths, It is too much the practice for people 
of all temperaments to go through the same processes, and 
throagh the same degrees of heat, regardless of the diffcrences 
of constitutions; and this will account for the weak stat» that 
many find themselves in for days after taking a bath, evidently 
because the heat was exhausting instead of healthily promoting 
the vital processes, 

On the whole, although the pulse is as a rule au 
and generally to a number varying between 90 and 110, and 
the volume of the pulse for a time augmented in proportion, 
still I do not find that the increase is so t (except in some 
cases) as mentioned by Blagden, Fordyce, and others. Nor dol 
see any reason to doubt the accuracy of their observations, but 
rather thivk that the different results obtained are due to some 
difference between their hot rooms and the present hot air baths. 
For instance, in the heated rooms of Dr. Fordyce there was 
much more vapour present than is generally the case in the 
baths of to-day ; so t was the amount, that when, at 110 F., 
Dr. Fordyce entered the heat, his shirt became so wet in half 
a minote that he had to throw it aside, Again, Blagden and 
Fordyce found subsequently that they could endure a greater 
heat for a longer time when the air was dry.* It appears also 
that, in their experiments, they were either standing or walk- 
ing about, which latter I know considerably augments the 
pulse, even when it is already above 100 from the heat of the 
bath. 


4 From careful observations, I think, therefore, it may be con- 
uded— 

lst. That hot-air baths produce a stimulating effect upon 
the circulation. 

2nd. That in direct proportion to the heat so is the rapidity 
and force of the circulation, up to a certain point. 

3rd, That above that point, at which time the brain is feel- 
ing the effects of the altered state of the circulation, the 
becomes feebler and nervous power depressed. 

4th For the greater the heat. and the longer it is kept up, 
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5th. The greater the derivation of blood from other organs, 
of which the brain is the first to show the ill effects produced. 

6th. Physiologically, the hot-air bath may be a very bene- 
ficial agent for altering the state of the circulation, for remov- 
ing certain local congestions of the circulation, and so for set- 
ting up a new and healthy action of system—used in moderation. 

‘sh. Ouratively, it may be a valuable agent for eliminating 
from the circulation excess of noxious salts, fluids, &c. 

Sth. Detrimental it may, however, be, where lesions of the 
circulation occur; where there are pericardial or endocardial 
affections; where, in fact, there is any obstruction to the free 
exit or entry of blood to the heart, or to the exit of blood 
from the lungs or brain; where also the arterixs are in any 
way diseased, or the bather aged: in one and all of these cases, 
as there is a great call upon the circula:ion, so great caution is 
required before sanctioning the bath, 

The single instance of rheumatism, in which the heart is 
constantly affected, being one of the chief diseases for which 
these baths are so highly praised, -hows the urgent necessity 
for a proper examination of the case before the bath is per- 
mitted, otherwise a fatal result may occur from the inability of 
the heart to fulfil the cal!s upon it. 

At a future time | may show how the cerebral circulation is 
inflaenced for good or bad, according to circumstances, In 
this communication [ have thought fit to sbow the physiological 
derangements that may be produced, rather than to record the 
various instances of il] effects that have come to my knowledge 
from the injadicious employment of the baths. 

Wilton: place, June, 1962. 





MEDICAL AND TOPOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
ON CHINA. 


By JOHN ROSE, A.M., M.D., Surgeon, Royal Navy. 


SHavycaat, the most important English settlement in China, 
is situated on the banks of the Wangpoo, a branch of the great 
river Yang-teze-Kiang, about seventy miles from the island of 
Gutzlaff, in lat, 31° 15’ N., and in long. 121° 29'E. From 
October to June the thermometer seldom rises above 75°. In 
December and January the weather is generally dry and bracing, 
with a mean of about 45°. During this period cases of catarrh 
and rheumatism are common. During spring and summer 
Europeans are liable to attacks of intermittent fever, which 
are often obstinate and intractable, and not unfrequently show 
a tendency to pass into the typhoid remittent. There is a 
peculiar form of ague occasionally noticed at Shanghai: the 
patient has every day, or on alternate days, a slight cold stage 
of ague, followed by the hot stage; then the hands and feet 
alone begin to perspire most profusely, the water standing in 
beads on the skin, and even running off the hands when they 
are held down, the rest of the body being quite dry. This 
species of ague, with its confined local perspiration, is aceom- 
panied by intense headache, and more general discomfort and 
suffering than usually occur during common ague. Quinine” and 
arsenic are, however, as efficacious in removing this as they are 
in other forms of intermittent. 

A species of typhus, with petechiw, has occasionally appeared 
and carried off many victims. Besides remittent ver, chronic 
diarrhea and dysentery are common daring the hot weather, 
A few cases of Asiatic cholera occurred during 1551, but it has 
seldom or never been seen otherwise than as sporadic, although 
in 1858 it appeared in an epidemic form in several ships of the 
squadron. Urinary calculi are frequent, and syphilis exists in 
a very aggravated form. The Chinese are utterly ignorant of 
the treatinent of the venereal disease, and some deplorable cases 
come under the notice of the European practitioners, Small- 
pox is prevalent, and inocalation is practised. A respectable 
native physician from ow was taught the mode of vaccina- 
tion at the Chinese Hospital at Shanghai, and a supply of ly mph 
was given him, with the pamphlet on Vaccinatiou by Dr. Pearson 
and Sir George Staunton. He svon afterwards vaccinated 800 
children at Soochow. 


* Drs. Duggan and Barnett, of Fuochow, wh> have kindly supplied me with 
several of the facts mentioned in these notes, inform me that they are fre- 
qvently applied to for quinine by those natives who have discovered the 
properties of the drag. 
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Considering the exceedingly fil: hy state of thestreetsand canals 
in the ( hinese part of the city of Shanyhai, and the very offensive 
smell proceediog from them in summer, it is remarkable that 
violent epidemic fevers do not more frequently devastate the 
place. The canals are the receptacle for all kins of filth, and in 
some instancesare only washed out during the spring tides twice a 
month; but every time the tide rises into them the water is 
carried out for domestic use to all the houses in the city. This 
water is surcharged with decaying matter, and contains infa- 
sorial animaleules; yet, notwithstanding this, and alt 
the elimination of fetid malaria 1s most abundant, the people 
do not appear to suffer nearly so much as might be expected. 
The Chinese. however, are sallow, pale, and waWting in vigour. 
Nearly one thousand cases of dyspepsia are annually treated in 
the Chinese Hospital at Shanghai. 

At Foochow, on the river Min, in lat. 26° 8’ N., and long. 
119° 42’ E., the thermometer ranges from 42° minimam to 100°, 
The average maximom during the sammer is 92°, and the ave- 
rage minimem ia winter 45°. The atmosphere is generally 
dry ; and were it not for the intense heats of summer. and the 
miasmata arising from the paddy fiel!s, Foochow would be one 
of the healthiest ports in China, It is not subject to the ex- 
treme, or at least to the continuous, heat which in the summer 
months visits Hong Kong and Shanghai; nor is there the try- 
ing change to continued frosts in winter which is experienced at 
the latter city. The sea breeze, which blows in regularly eve 
day, is a source of great relief, and conduces much to heal 
during the warm season of the year. The scenery in the neigh- 
bourhood of Foochow is very beautiful, and the noble prospects 
seen on the surrounding hills, and generally along the banks of 
the Min, tending by their variety to impart cheerfulness to the 
mind, must have an important sanitary influence, so that there 
are few ports in China more suitable for the residence of 
Europeans. ; 

The priociple of revulsion and counter-irritation is 
carried out by the natives in the .reatment of all their in- 
ternal diseases. This is effected by blistering through means 
of a preparation made from a fly somewhat similar to oar own 
csathaae kneading the surface of the body with the knuckles, 
and pinching the skin with the fingers and copper coins until 
the parts become livid. Fatty and fibrous tumours are fre 
quent, but are never operated on by the native surgeons, 

Small pox and syphilis commit frightful ravages at Foochow 
as well as in other parts of China, If the sufferers from the 
former disease do not die of it, they afford in the long and dee 
scars which disfigure them through life sad evidence of the e 
arising from the practice of inoculation ; while at every turn of 
their narrow, crowded, and filthy streets many wretched vic- 
tims of syphilis obtrude themselves upon us, some of them with 
their noses eaten away, others with the cavity of the mouth 
exposed, the bones of the superior maxilla destroyed, displaying 
a hideous cavern within, Others, again, present every variety 
of venereal sore. The loss of sight is a frequent result of 
syphilis ; and ophthalmia, in all iss varieties, is another great 
scourge to the Chinese. Were Lock and Small-pox Hospitals 
established in the chief cities of this country, an incalculable 
boon would be conferred on the natives. Many of the medical 
missionaries and European practitioners, from benevolent mo- 
tives, treat thousands of venereal cases. and practise vaccina- 
tiou whenever they can prevail on the Chinese to allow them. 
Ophthalmia also arises from exposure of the eye to the pungent 
fumes of burning charcoal, which is largely used fr cooking, and 
from sudden changes in the weather. ‘I he native surgeons can do 
little to arrest disease, and there is in consequence an accumu- 
lation of chronic cases on account of the disease not having been 
checked or cured at first. The Chinese also suffer mach from 
dysentery, chronic diarrhea, and intestinal worms, as well as 
intermittent fever, the cold stage of which is sometimes un- 
asually prolonged, This appears to be a marked feature in the 
variety met with at Foochow. Scrofula, in its worst and most 
repulsive form, is very frequent. ‘Ihe mortality amongst chil- 
dren is extremely great, mesenteric disease being very common, 
Almost every variety of skin disease is to be met with in a 
day’s walk through the streets. Opium-smoking does fearfal 
work amongst all classee, In passing through the crowded 
thoroughfares the stranger's attention is constantly arrested by 
walking skeletons covered with a skia resembling dried parch- 
ment, tremulous in all their movements, and gazing around 
with a dreamy and uonaturally-brilliant eye. When these 
poor victims of the drag suffer either from disease or injury, it 
is almost impossible to restore them, so depraved is their bodily 
system. 

" The Chinese use sulphur freely, in the form of baths, for 
lepra and other skin diseases. There are hot sulphur springs 
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in the neighbourhood of Foochow, and hundreds of natives may 
be seen bathing there daily, and, as far as can be learned from 
Hepatic disease is 


several intelligent Chinese, with benefit. 
common amongst the foreign resients, owing not only to un 


necessary exposure to the sun, but to high living, in a climate 
and at a time when much muscular exercise cannot be taken. 


Abscess is the common result; frequently a broken-up consti 
tution, and the necessity of a voyage home. 


calomel, being most successful. 


and may be assumed to be the fixed malady of the island. 


This part of the subject has recently been most ably treated by 
Dr. Smart, Deputy Inspector-General R.N., in a valuable 


— read before the Epidemiological Society. 
he use of river water for drinking is prejudicial to health, 
and is one cause of the dysentery and intestinal worms which 
have been so prevalent in onr ships and in the mercantile 
marine. When the writer was stationed at Shanghai, he recom. 
mended filtered water (to be purchased on shore), the expense 
being one dollar per tun, but this suggestion was not complied 
‘with on economical grounds. Besides, in steamers, we have 
the means of condensing good and pure water, and to compel 
men to drink river water on account of the expense of fuel is, 
to say the least of it, most unwise and injudicious parsimony.* 
** When the waters are muddy in rivers,” says Dr. Saunders, 
**and no other water is to be had for drinking, alum should be 
added to it in the proportion of about one ounce toa tun: it 
makes it clear and pure, and acts beneficially on the system at 
the same time by cooling the body and bracing up its relaxed 
fibres. It is also a point of vast importance to be understood, 
that organic matters in solution pass through filters except 
they are removed by chemical action.” + 

‘There can be little doubt that the chief offending cause exists 
**in infusorial animaleules of a poisonous nature, or in the form 
of minute, organic germs of the animal and vegetable world, 
ealled into action by the great heat of the rivers (seldom under 
88° in the hct season), and perhaps fostered and increased by 
the rich and putrid manures used by the Chinese, and the dis- 
organized matter produced by the decay of rice crops.” + 
Besides, the water at the anchorages of Shanghai and Foochow 
are rendered still more impure by the sewers from the city, and 
from the immense fleet of ships and junks. *‘ On the other 
hand,” as Dr. Bryson remarks, ‘‘ there were vessels in which 
distilled water had been used exclusively for nearly two years, 
still the surgeon reports that nearly one-half the patients who 
had been ill of fever vomited occasionally one, two, or three 
‘worms at a time; they were most frequently observed during 
the months of June and July, when the men were in the habit 
of eating largely of the fruit called lycheese, in which the germ 
of the parasite is supposed by the Chinese to exist.”’§ 

It may be mentioned as an interesting fact that the Chinese 
are orem with the power of arsenic in checking the re- 
turn of ague. ‘The following is a translation of a Chinese pre- 
scription for ague, for which I am indebted to Wm. Lockhart, 
Eaq., F.R.C.S.: ** Take one dried orange ; sulphuret of arsenic, 
: scoop out the inside of the orange, introduce 
the arsenic into it, and over a slow fire let them be roasted to 

, preserving the essence of both; then reduce the whole 
“to powder, and of this let each dose be three drachms, taken 
with old or mellow wine.” According to this mode of pre- 
paration the dose of arsenic mast be very uncertain, for as the 
sulphuret is volatile a large portion of it will pass off; but some 
-of the metal, in the form of oxide, will remain among the ashes 
of the orange, quite sufficient for a powerful dose. I may add 
that the Chin-se use calomel ointment in cases of sloughing 
ulcer, with the view of cleansing the sore and producing a free 
purulent discharge. 

During the recent operations in China, the casualties in our 
attacking force and in that of our French allies were occasioned 
by round and grape shot, gingall balls and slugs of lead and 
iron, and bows and arrows. Besides, several deaths and severe 








* In addition to the sanitary sugzestions I have already ventured to make, 
I most strongly recommend preserved potatoes to be issued at least twice a 
week to ships’ companies in ail vessels proceeding to China, and on other long 
voy: his would be a very desirable addition to the usual diet at sea, 
and the expense would not be great. 
+ Medical and Surgical Hints, p. 19. 


Brain affections 
are common: they do not stand general bleeding ; the local 
abstraction of blood, cold applications to the shaved head, the 
cold douche, purgatives, with the free administration of 
Typhoid fever is likewise 
common at Feochow, while catarrhs of a mild nature are occa- 
‘sionally met with in the spring, and are easily treated. The 
prevailing disease of Hong-Kong is a fever combining the cha- 
racter of the African and West Indian fevers; it is endemic, 


burns were occasioned by the explosion of a powder i 
at the forts on the Peiho river. ‘The bullets and 

a very irregular shape, and in many cases sharp 
- | although some were rounded and cast, like our own musket. 
balls. The soft 
in many cases life was saved by the bad construction of the 
- | firearms, and the want of propelling power in the powder 

used by the Chinese. 

P.S.—Regarding my remarks on the use of river-water in 
China, I believe that, chiefly in consequence of the remon- 
strances of medical officers, an Admiralty order has at length 
been issued enjoining the use of condensed water in China, and 
in other cases when good and pure water t btained. 
Those only who have served in the rivers of China can fally 
appreciate the importance of this very obvious and ne 
sanitary precaution. This leads me to allade to another point 
of naval hygiene. The decks of ships, and even the ward-room 
and gun-room, are almost invariably saturated with water every 
day in all weathers, with the very laudable view of obtaining 
spotless whiteness of the decks, and both officers and men have 
frequently to breathe a humid and debilitating atmosphere far 
from conducive to health, much less favourable for ihe treat- 
ment of disease. The statistical reports of the navy, and the 
| remarkable cases of the Vernon and Hagle on the South Ame- 
| rican station, prove beyond all doubt that the practice alluded 
to is fraught with mischief, tending, as it does, to reduce phy- 

sical force, co operating in the induction of diseases of debility, 
and rendering the body more susceptible of the attacks of vio- 
lent disease. If in certain states of the weather dry rubbing 
were substituted, especially on the lower decks, I believe the 
present high average health of the naval service would be still 
further increased. 

This being the age of sanitary reform, I may be allowed to 
make one er two other suggestions. Notwithstanding the re- 
construction of the navy, there must still be some vessels com- 
posed at least partially of wood. I therefore recommend the 
bilges to be covered with a thin metallic coating of copper or 
galvanized zinc (Muntz’ metal). 1t would facilitate the cleaning 
of the bilges, preserve the wood, prevent the absorption of 
grease, and diminish the evolution of noxious gases. In warm 
climates the smell of bilge is sometimes intolerable, and if not 
one of the exciting c*rses of fever, at all events leads to great 
annoyance and discomfort. This is no merely theoretical 
scheme, but it has received the sanction of several practical 
men whom I have consulted on the sabject. In steamers of the 
navy the number of stokers in tropical climates is toosmall. In 
some vessels the temperature of the stoke hold is as high as 138°, 
and the average, 115° during sammer, Under these circem- 
stances, the men are sometimes unable to work from absolate 
exhaustion, and should be allowed more rest than the present 
limited number admits. It would be of advantage to enter 
some of the natives of India and China for this service when 
Her Majesty’s ships are employed on that station. Exposure 
to the sun is a fruitful source of disease, and on board ship the 
awnings are frequently too thin, allowing the rays of the sun 
to penetrate. A double awning, when the ship remains at 
osties during the extreme heat of summer, would undoubtedly 
be advantageous in a sanitary point of view. I have only to 
add, that in almost every part of China the hottest months of 
the year are July and August. In the north, the heat is very 
oppressive from the middle of June to the middle of September. 
In the Gulf of Pecheli heavy and continuous rains frequently 
fall in June, and the air is surcharged with electricity, sheet 
and forked lightning being very prevalent. About Canton the 
winters are much warmer than they are at the more northern 
ports; the thermometer seldom falls to the freezing-point, and 
ice and snew are of rare occurrence. In the month of December 
a temperature of 45° feels cold after the excessive heat of the 
summer and autumn, The island of Chusan would be an excel- 
lent situation for the head-querters of our naval and military 
forces in China. ‘They are likely to suffer less here from the 
effects of climate than anywhere else, and an abundant supply 
of fresh provisions can be procured. 

Kidderminster, 1862. 











ON AN UNUSUAL CASE OF LITHOTOMY. 
By R. W. WAUDBY GRIFFIN, M.D. Sz. Ann, 
Grorczk H——, a fine, fat, healthy-looking boy, aged three 


years and a half, residing at Fremantle, came to the Dispensary 
with symptoms of stone in the bladder. On sounding him I 








j Statistieal Report, East India and China Station (1837—1943), p. 89. 
Medical Statistical Returns (1858), p, 135 


found one. Some unhealthy symptoms being present, I de- 
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layed the operation for three weeks, and was arrangin 

other medical men to operate on Tuesday, April 29th, when 
on the preceding Sunday evening | was sent for, as the child 
had not passed his urine since the Friday night. 1 foand the 
child writhing with pain, and the scrotum somewhat swollen 
and red. I passed a catheter, and while doing so felt it touch 
the stone, which it gently pushed back into the bladder, the 
stone being partially impacted in the last part of the urethra. 
Two or three drops of purulent. looking fluid first passed through 
the catheter, followed immediately by the urime. The boy 
appearing so well after his urine had been drawn off, and the 
scrotum not being much swollen, which swelling I considered 
due to cedema, and not to urinous extravasation, I simply 
ordered bran fomentations to the parts. 

Next day the boy seemed pretty well, the swelling and 
slight redness of the scrotum having entirely disappeared. 
Four or five days after this, | noticed a smal! }ump an inch and 
a half above the pubis, which remained stationary until the 
twelfth day after the retention, when, being anxious to ope 
rate, l asked Dr. Lake to see the case with me. On grasping 
the hardness and moving the centre with two fingers, there 
was perceived a doubtful sensation of fluctuation. We con- 
claded it would be better to wait a day or two, as then most 
probably it would be evident whether the hardness was an 
abscess. I told the mother to bring the child to my house in 
two days, or before if anything unusual happened. 

The next night bat one (May 9ch) I was sent for, as the 
child could not micturate, and was much swollen. I found 
the scrotum, penis, and lower part of the abdomen livid and 
greatly swollen. 1 passed a catheter, but succeeded in drawing 
off only asmall quantity of urine. I then made an incision 
over the seat of the hardness aboat an inch in depth, when out 
welled a good-sized cu pfal of urine, followed by a drachm or two 
of pus, after which the urine continued to dribble from the 
wound. The parts were well fomented with bran poultices, a 
linseed meal one being placed over the wound. 


On the morrow Dr. Sims kindly put the boy under chloro 


form, when a director and probe, with a slight elevation of the 
handle, and a little downwards and then backwards 
into the bladder through the incision I had made on the + 
vious night, could easily be made to touch the stone e 
child passed urine in full streams both by the wound and 
the urethra, He appeared tolerably well, and the swollen 
parts had nearly attained their normal size. I decided to per- 
form the high operation for the removal of the stone on the 
next morning. 

With the kind assistance of Drs. Lake, Aldridge, Sims, and 
Mr. Trend, the child on May 11th having been placed under 
the influence of chloroform. I a probe through the in- 
cision into, as I thought, the bladder—the urine at the time 
freely passing throngh the wound,—and then commenced cut- 
ting on the probe towards the pubis, After cutting down a 
little way I found the probe passed just in front instead of 
behind the pubis through an opening into the urethra. (The 
parts were very fat and fleshy.) Not being able, after several 
attempts, to pass the probe into the bladder, as was easily 
done the day before, I was compelled to desist and commence 
the lateral operation. 

The child was at once put into the ordinary lithotomy posi- 
tion and a staff passed, with which we could not feel the stone, 
but thought nothing of that, as the bladder was empty, and 
the stone had been felt just before commencing the first opera- 
tion. After cutting through the skin and fascia, and breaking 
away the tissues, the ve in the staff was at once felt and 
an incision made on it. My finger easily passed on and went 
tound the end of the staff, which had passed out through the 
opening in the urethra into the cellular tissue between the 
bladder and rectum. The staff was withdrawn, and with a 
little diffienlty introdnced into the bladder; the stone, however, 
was not felt. A slight incision on the groove was in made, 
and my finger worked into the bladder, when 1 directly felt 
the stone. The staff was withdrawn, a scoop passed into the 
wound, and the stone bronght away between my finger and 
the scoop. The stone is about the size and shape of a sparrow’s 
egg, and com of phosphate of lime. Toroughout the 
operation the child did not lose a drachin of blood. o dress- 
ings were applied to the wounds ; a napkin was pinned on. 
Ten minims ot tincture of opium were given, and five ordered 
to be taken every two hours. He passed the rest of that day 
under the influence of laundanum. 

On the morrow, when entering the house about seven A.M., 
I saw the child’s lips and tongue quivering, and in about a 
minute he became thoroughly convulsed. was nar- 
cotised at the time, but was brought-to by briskly slapping his 
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face with a wet towel ; afterwards I had cold wet rags applied 
to his head. He had more or less muscular quivering during 
the day. (The mother had given the one drachm of tincture 
of opium in eight hours, which, with the irritation of the 
wounds, might bave had something to do with the convulsion ) 
His pulse was 160 ; tongue very dry and brown ; urine passed 
through both wounds. 

On the following day he was much better; the urine passed 
by the urethra, A poultice was placed on the apper wound, 
On the next day the urine ceased to come through the lower 
wound, After this, with the exception of a high pulse, he 
continued looking as if nething was the matter, eating heartily 
of almost anyth’ng nutritious and wholesome be could obtain, 
passing his urine in a fall stream from boih the upper wound 
and the urethra, and taking small doses of bicarbonate of 
potass and tincture of hyoscyamus until the 20th, when a rag 
spread with cerate was substituted for the poultice to the upper 
wound, An attempt was then made to keep a catheter in the 
bladder, so that the upper wound might heal; but the young 
rascal was so well, so strong, and so unruly, that it was quite 
impossible to keep anything in the urethra. The stream of 
urine which passed through the upper wound continued, how- 
ever, to get smailer, and on the morning of the 28th it flowed 
throagh this channel for the last time, but he complained of 
ew when micturating, On the 3lst this pain had , and 

e walked to my house, a distance of a mile, perfectly well. 

On the twelfth day after the operation | ordered him to be 
taken out in a perambulator. 

June 2rd, 1862. 


' 





A MONOCULOUS MALE F@TUS. 


By JOHN SCOTT, Esq, L.R.C.S. Epix., 
West Maitland, 


Tue subject of this monstrosity was born on July Ist, 1860, 

and lived four hours. Immediately after the birth my attention 
was directed to a large, puffy swelling on the forehead, below 
which was a fissure. On examining closely and opening the 
fissure, a perfect eye was disclosed in the centre; the pupil 
followed the light, and the child evi- 
dently saw all around it, crying lustily. 
The photograph, from which the ac- 
companying engraving was drawn, was 
not taken till next day (the child having 
been born on Sunday), and then the 
frontal tumour had receded, leaving a 
depression. The two orbital arches are 
thrown into one; and both that aad 
the depression are well shown. No ves- 
tige of a nose was perceptible ; but there 
was a slight fissure immediately below 
the eye, about three eighths of an inch 
in depth. Neither anterior nor posterior 
fontanelle existed, the deficiency of the 
frontal bone forming the substitute. 
The child was otherwise well-formed 
in every respect, the shrunken appear- 
ance being owing to my having dis- 
embowelled it for preservation. The 
father and mother have six other chil- 
dren, ali healthy, Both parents are 
below the average size, and of highly 
nervous temperament — the mother 
hysterical. 

I cannot assign any cause for the 
monstrosity, except that shortly after 
conception the mother saw a child on 
whom | had operated for hare-lip, 
leaving a mark which the fissure below 
the eye closely resembles ; and also that 
she had been much with a friend whose 
child had a cleft palate, and, after 
having lingered for many months in a 
state of marasmus, ultimately died not 
long before the birth of my dusus. It 
is at present at Sydney, having been 
sent there for exhibition before the Medical Association. 

Dr. Wilde, of Dublin, has, I believe, written a a 
on the subject ; but this case appears to me so peculiar it 
may deserve a place in the pages of Tur Lancet. 

West Majtland, New South Wales, 1361. 
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CONVULSIONS TEN DAYS AFTER LABOUR. 
By C. F. EMPSON, Ese., M.R.C.S., Selby. 


Mrs. M was delivered of her second child on Sunday 
morning, Feb. 9th, 1862. The labour must have been speedy 
and natural, as I only arrived in time to remove the placenta, 
although the distance of her residence from my own is not half 
a mile. She progressed favourably until the ten h day after 
her confinement. On that day (Wednesday, Feb. 19th) she 
complained of a slight pain in her head, which she attributed 
to too much conversation with her friends, About six o'clock 
on that evening I was summoned to her bed-side with an ac- 
count of her having awoke from sleep and having been seized 
with a convulsive fit, On my visiting her, she was free from 
any convulsion, spoke rationally, but winked constantly with 
the right eyelid. The pulse was 180, hard, and jerking; the 
head hot and painful; no vaginal discharge; the abdomen hot, 
but not tender, I was speedily joined by my friend Mr. Fother- 
gill, when during our presence the patient was seized with the 
most violent convulsion I ever witnessed. We immediately 
determined to treat the case as one of puerperal convulsions, 
bled the woman to thirty ounces, and applied cold-water cloths 
to the head and abdomen. In an hour afterwards she became 
tranguil, and had no more fits, was perfectly insensible to ex 
ternal impressions, but without any stertorous breathing ; the 

pils of the eye were equal, neither very much contracted nor 
Tilated. The head was shaved, and a blister applied ; a purge 
of calomel and croton oil also administered. 

Feb, 20th. —Bowels well moved ; considerable delirium, with 
occasional attempts to get out of bed, and double vision ; pulse 
100, small and soft; slight vaginal discharge. ‘ 

2ist.—Has passed an easier night; recognises her friends, 
but makes frequent mistakes in naming them, She now had 
two grains of calomel given every two or three hours. 

From day to day she now had less delirium, and became 
more sensible to external events; was soon able to take quinine 
and good diet, and on the 3rd of March came down-stairs in a 
convalescent state. 

I would notice in this case the peculiar time of the convul- 
sion— namely, ten days after confinement; and the immediate 
relief afforded by bleeding and the application of cold-water 
cloths to the abdomen. The latter remedy was suggested by 
Mr. Fothergill, who tells me he has treated several cases of 
puerperal convulsions before by this means, with and with- 
out bleeding, with almost invariable success. 

The Crescent, Selby, June, 1962. 


A Mirror 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 








Nulla est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quam plurimas et morborum et 
@asectionum historias, tam aliorum proprias, collectas habere et inter se com- 
parare.—Moreacni. De Sed, et Cuus, Mord,, lib. 14, Proemium, 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS ON A CASE OF CLOSE STRICTURE OF 
THE URETHRA IN THE FEMALE, CURED BY 
FORCIBLE DILATATION. 


(Under the care of Mr. Curtinc.) 


Tue notes of this case were taken by Mr. E. Gwynn, house- 
surgeon to the hospital. 

Ann W——., aged thirty-nine, married, was admitted on 
the 17th of March, 1862. She is a pale, delicate-looking 
‘woman, a native of Woolwich, and states that she has been 
married twenty years and bas had two children. She was 
married eight years before the birth of her first child; the 
labour was natural, and the child lived. Four years afterwards 





she gave birth to a second child, but she was this time attended 
by a midwife, who, she states, was intoxicated at the time, 
and ‘‘ forced the labour.” She is under the impression that 
the midwife ruptured the membranes and used great violence 
in extracting the child, causing her to ‘‘scream with the 
agony.” There was no one present at the time. The child 
was born alive, but died soon after its birth, its insteps, hands, 
and throat having been severely lacerated by the mid wife's 
rough usage. She had immediately afterwards great cutting 
pain on passing urine, which, she says, contained a lorge quan- 
tity of blood. At the end of three days an abscess formed in 
the neighbourhood of the urethra, producing almost complete 
retention. She was confined to her bed for four months, her 
medical attendant orderi: g her lotions and mediciae, but she 
refased to have any instrument passed. Soon afterwards she 
left England, and sailed to the West Indies in company with 
her husband, where she remained eight years. She continned 
to have more and more difficulty in passing her urine, which 
came away in a very fine stream, and in small quantities. Her 
bladder became irritable, and she sometimes had complete re- 
tention, which she was in the habit of relieving by hot fomen- 
tations, &c. In March, 1862, she was sounded by a surgeon in 
the country, and sent to Mr. Curling, under the impression 
that she was suffering from stone in the bladder. 

On the 17th of March she was admitted by Mr. Curling, 
suffering from great difficulty in passing urine, attended with a 
cutting pain, The urine contained a considerable quantity of 
mucus, but was acid. 

In the ward an examination was made, when the meatus 
urinarius was found displaced and hidden by several fleshy- 
looking, projecting bodies; and, owing to the unfavou 
lizht and bad position, no instrument was introdaced. A 
warm bath was ordered, and half a grain of morphia at bed- 
time, to be followed by castor oil on the next morning. 

On the 22nd, she was brought into the operating theatre, 
and examined on the table, when the meatus was found behind 
an excrescence on the left side. It was extremely small, and 
the urethra was so contracted that a small probe was with 
difficulty introduced. The examination was followed by great 
pain, An enema of gruel, with forty minims of tincture of 
opium, was administered, and she passed a good night. 

On the 2nd of April, as she was rather low, four ounces of 
wine were added to her ordinary diet, 

On the 4th, she was again brought into the theatre ; chloro- 
form being administered, Holt’s dilator was introduced, and 
the stricture split by the passage of a middle sized tube, This 
was withdrawn, and a short No. 6 elastic gum catheter was 
passed into the bladder. This was tied in, and remained for 
four days, an anodyne and a warm bath at night being admi- 
nistered, which gave great relief to the dragging pains of which 
sh» then complained. 

On the 7th, Mr. Curling introduced No. 9 elastic gum cathe- 
ter, and next day No. 11 was got in by the house surgeon ; but 
the day after, as it was causing some distress, it was discon- 
tinued for two days. 

llth. —She was not so well; had a little fever, with loss of 
appetite, headache, and sickness, She was ordered a saline 
effervescing mixtare, which stopped the sickness, 

Three days after, a No. 9 catheter was ordered to be passed 
daily. To continue the effervescing mixture, as she was still 
a little weak and sick, with milk, beef-tea, and light puddin 

The following day she passed a No, 7 catheter for herself, 
and was better in health. 

17th. — Urine a little loaded with mucus, and very acid, 
Ordered by Mr, Curling twenty grains of bicarbonate of potash, 
with thirty minims of tincture of henbane, thrice a day. 

Next day she said she was much better, and the bladder was 
less irritable. 

Being anxious to join her husband, she was discharged 
on the 19th. She lefc the hospital considerably relieved, was 
able to pass her urine in a full stream, and had lost a great 
deal of her former pain, She promised to continue passing @ 
No. 8 catheter, and expressed herself as much relieved by, and 
grateful for, the treatment she had received during her stay in 
the hospital. 

The following are some clinical remarks on the case made by 
Mr. Curling :— 

** The urethra of the female, being short, simple, and seldom 
affected with inflammation, rarely becomes the seat of stricture. 
A few cases have fallen under my notice. You may know 
that the worst form of stricture in the male arises from injuries, 
lacerations, or contusions, In all cases of stric' ure in the female 
which | have seen, the disease has arisen from injury of the 
parts in labour. In this case we have a clear history of a badly- 
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managed labour by a drunken midwife, who used great vi 

in extracting the child. On voiding urine afterwards the pa- 
tient blood and suffered t pain, and an abscess 
formed in the neighbourhood, wei pesteoel almost complete 
retention. Difficulty in micturition was experienced for eight 
years; and when she was admitted into the hospital the urine 
was p _in a very fine stream, and she was suffering from 
chronic cystitis. The state of the parts and the displacement 
of the meatus gave evidence of laceration and injury at 
some former period, only a probe could be passed into the 
bladder, a met with even a worse case of stric- 
ture than this, arising injury in labour twenty-eight years 
before. The stricture was so small that I failed in getting an 
instrument into the bladder; and as the woman was i 
from retention, I had to puncture the bladder at the seat 
stricture, and drew off from thirty to forty ounces of urine. 
The stricture was treated afterwards by dilatation. In the 
case of Ann W--—, two methods of treatment presented them- 
selves : by incision and by forcible dilatation. It was impossible 
to pass any instrument of the size required for making internal 
incision ; and if this were i the operation would be 
attended with the risk of aes the power of retaining 
urine. We see this after incising urethra in the female for 
the extraction of stone. I determined, therefore, on tryin 
forcible dilatation by Holt’s instrument. My experi of 
this treatment is very slight ; but in cases where it has been 
employed, the urethra, contrary to my expectations, has 
borne forcible stretching without injurious results, such as 
hemorrhage, infiltration of urine, or any serious local 
mischief. In this case, after forcible dilatation, I was enabled 
in a short time to pass a good-sized instrument into the bladder, 
and, considering the severity of the stricture, a cure was rapidly 
accomplished ; and as the patient has learnt to pass instruments 
for herself, we need not anxious about a return of the dis- 
ease. There is every reason to expect that she will be perma- 
nently cured.” 


KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS ON A CASE OF TUMOUR OF THE 
UPPER JAW, SUCCESSFULLY REMOVED. 


(Under the care of Mr. Fercusson.) 


Tue patient was a woman aged sixty years, who underwent 
an operation on the 3rd ultimo, under chloroform ; and when 
it was concluded, the following clinical remarks were made by 
Mr. Fergusson :— 

The disease, he said, was called ‘‘ cancer of the superior 
waxilla,” affecting the whole of the alveolar ridge of the left 
side, and that part of the bone above, extending upwards to 
the malar bone and zygomatic fossa; it involved also the whole 
of the soft tissues under the hard palate. It was one of those 
cases in which, in former years, one would have despaired of 
doing any good; but further experience in the treatment of 
such cases had led him to think that a return might be pre- 
vented, and even a cure obtained, by operation : he therefore 
resolved to give the patient this chance. He found she might 
stand the shock, and obtain considerable benefit from the 
proceeding ; and he advised her to undergo the operation, to 
which, after a time, she consented. To those of the oe he 
observed, who had witnessed his other operations on the jaws 
he had very little to say: the steps were the same as those he 
had followed on previous occasions; yet as there might be 
some present who had not seen the procedure before, a few 
remarks might be appropriate. 

First, had it been ful, the whole of the malar bone could 
have been removed by an external incision not more than three- 
quarters of an inch long. Let it be —— or condemned, he 
claimed this method as his own. He had formerly made almost 
all the incisions which have been recommended for removal of 
the upper maxillary bone, but in later years he had followed 
the plan which he had adopted on the present occasion. Lat- 
terly, such large tumours as were formerly witnessed had not 
been seen: he had occasion to refer to this when operating 
upon the lower jaw a short time back. The explanation of 
this was, that patients probably apply earlier for surgical relief 
than they did formerly, and the tumours therefore are not 
permitted to attain a large size. In the present instance the 
growth was not , but it was of such a character—the dis- 
ease extending up to the orbital plate and malar bone—that it 
Was necessary that something should be done, Formerly, it 





was the custom to make an incision from the angle of the nose 
downwards, alongside, and then through the lip; and another 
was carried from the malar bone downwards, with a sweep 
towards the angle of the mouth. As the patient was carried 
away from the operating table no wound was seen in the cheek ; 
none, in fact, was made by the particular line of incision he 
adopted. Instead of ing from the angle of the mouth 
—— to the angle of the eye, he made an incision through 

middle of the lip in the mesial line or hollow there, and 
then a smaller incision from the upper part of that into the 
PRE eS 
an ly rai us i the ce that 
required: a large open space gained an limited incision, 
equivalent to an opening of two inches or more, simply by 
getting into the nostril. rough the incision thus made he 
removed all he desired. (Mr. Fergusson here showed a part 
of the palate plate of the superior maxi bone, a portion of 
the front of the antrum, and some of its lining membrane.) A 

i le amount of disease extended up from the back of 
the zygomatic fossa, but with the gouge and cutting forceps he 
was enabled to get all away. eed ool saw, as they 
(the pupils) observed, to divide the superior maxilla through 
- nostril. Here, as he had often done y By aed my | 
operation was performed piecemeal, —that is, ions 
the diseased parts were eee Ho away at a time, is was a 
less rade process than using the hammer and chisel as described 
by Lizars and Syme. His (Mr. Fergusson’s) operation could 
be performed without either removing or injuring the healthy 
tissues. He was content at the first to take away the larger 

ion of the tumour, partly with the cutting pliers and partly 
with the forceps, especially the lion forceps. He thus 
remove the chief of the disease—getting to its centre, and then 
easily to the circumference. There was no other instrument 
in eony eae would enable the operator to do this bat the 
semicirc eutting forceps. The poor woman had lost very 
little blood : the bleeding was comparatively trifling from his 
form of incision, He had no doubt that, when she recovered 
from the operation, there would be no scar at all. 

The patient has progressed satisfactorily since the operation. 





GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


TWO COMPLICATED CASES OF RUPTURED PERINEUM, 
TREATED BY OPERATION. 


(Under the care of Dr. Braxton Hicks and Mr. T. Bryant.) 


We have already, in former numbers of Tue Lancet, pub- 
lished some cases of vesico-vaginal fistula, and of ruptured 
perineum involving the sphincter and rectum, which have been 
successfully treated by operation by Mr. Thomas Bryant, We 
now propose to relate briefly a case of prolapse of the posterior 
wall of the vagina accompanied with a lacerated perineum, or 
vagino-rectocele ; and a second of procidentia uteri associated 
with the same complication. The notes were taken by Mr. 
Minns. 

LACERATION OF THE PERINEUM AND PROLAPSE OF THE 
POSTERIOR WALL OF THE VAGINA, 


A widow, aged forty, was admitted Jane 30th, 1560, with 
extreme prolapse of the posterior wall of the vagina, this pro- 
lapse being associated with a severe laceration of the perineum, 
which existed many years prior to her admission. The 
prolapse was so severe, and caused her so much pain and incon- 
venience, that she was scarcely able to follow any occupation, 
and she was willing to submit to anything which should give 
her a chance of relief. 

Oa July 28th, after a careful examination, Mr. Bryant made 
a free section of the edges of the perineum an: also of the 
posterior wall of the vagina, removing from the latter a portion 
of mucous membrane of a A shape ; he then brought the edges 

her by means of wire sutures, passing these, as usual, at 
least an inch from the margin of the ae Oa August 3rd, 
or the sixth day, the sutures were removed, primary union 
having taken place. 

After a few days the patient was allowed to get up, when, 
to her great delight, the prolapse of the vagina was found to 
have been considerably relieved, and, indeed, caused her little 
inconvenience, A good perineal pad was given to her, and 
she left the hospital convalescent, having been made, as she 
expressed it, ‘* quite another woman.” 

Aa2 
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LACERATION OF THE PERINEUM AND PROCIDENTIA UTERI. 


Ellen S——, aged twenty-six, a healthy young woman, was 
admitted into Guy’s Hospital Aug. 26th, 186]. She had been 
confined four Pevte att~ W her labour having been a diffi- 
cult one, and atte with rupture of the perineum. Proci- 
dentia uteri quickly followed this condition, and became so 
severe as to render her almost incapable of performing her 
duties. 

On Aug. 31st the perineum was incised by Mr. Bryant, a 
portion of the posterior wall of the vagina having been removed 
as in the last case. The edges were adapted by means of wire 
sutures (these being d, as usual, some distance from the 
wound’s margin), and primary union was obtained. On the 
ninth day the sutures were removed, complete recovery having 
taken place. By this operation the uterus was retained within 
the vagina; and by means of a good, firm perineal pad she left 
the hospital comparatively well. 


Tn some clinical remarks Mr. Bryant observed that these two 
cases well illustrated the benefit which could be afforded to 
patients suffering from prolapse of the vagina or procidentia of 
the uterus by operative relief, particularly where these condi- 
tions were i with a ru perineum, Perha 
there was but one special point to be observed regarding the 
operation in these cases, and that was the benefit which could 
be obtained by removing a portion of the vaginal mucous mem- 
brane; in both these cases the advantage was proved to have 
— very great, and the practice appeared worthy of repetition 
in like cases, 





ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 


CHRONIC TRAUMATIC ORCHITIS ; RECENT SLOUGHING OF 
SCROTUM AND PROTRUSION OF THE TESTICLE; ABLA- 
TION, FOLLOWED BY RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Mr. Gant.) 


Cc. N. C—— was admitted into the hospital on May 2nd. 
He states that he was kicked by a horse in the scrotum about 
fifteen months since. Pain and swelling of the left testicle 
supervened, which, however, subsided in the course of a month; 
but induration remained. Six weeks ago the scrotum became 
red and painful, and began to swell. This inflammation was 
attended with somewhat considerable constitutional disturb- 
ance. An abscess formed at the lower part of the scrotum, 
and in three weeks, sloughing having ensued, the whole cir- 
cumference of the testicle was exposed. 

On admission, about half the substance of the testicle was 
protraded, and disorganized ; while the left half of the scrotum, 
in which it lay imbedded, was brawny and of a purple colour. 

Under these cirenmstances, Mr. Gant excised the testicle on 
the 19th ultimo. The points of interest in the operation were: 
the close adhesion of the testis to the thickened scrotum ; the 
care necessary to avoid opening the tunica vaginalis of the 
other testicle; the proximity of the upper (removed) portion of 
the organ to the urethra; and the remarkable thickness of the 
sheath enclosing the spermatic vessels and vas deferens. These 

ther formed a hard rod, as large as a good-size:! finger, and, 
with the testicle at its distal extremity, the whole was not 
unlike a pear in shape. 

Section of the testis, after removal, showed that its glandular 
substance had nearly disappeared. ‘The usual lobular struc- 
ture was scarcely visible; but the organ was reduced to. a dense 
fibrous texture, resembling that of the tunica albuginea, with 
which it was continuous, and corresponding to the fibrous 
sheath which enclosed the constituents of the cord. The >= 
didymis was much thickened, and inseparably fused into 1 
tunica albuginea, so that the whole mass presented a fibrous 
texture. 

In commenting on this case, Mr. Gant remarked that a few 
years since he had removed a testicle under similar ciream 
stances—-i, e., trv»umatic orchitis, with sloughing of the scro- 
tum ; but the orchitis was acute, and the whole disorganization 
had ensued in the course of a few days. 

The paticnt whose case is now reported p satisfac- 
torily in every way after the operation. The ligxtnre of the 
spermatic artery separated on the sixth day, and at the end of 
another week, or a fortnight after the operation, the man was 
«convalescent. 





ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


TUBERO-CYSTIC TUMOUR SITUATED OVER THE INNER 
MALLEOLUS ; KEMOVAL. 
(Under the care of Mr. Prescorr Hewert.) 

Ons of the anomalies peculiar to tumours is their appear- 
ance occasionally in situations which are foreign to their growth. 
This often leads to a difficulty in diagnosis, and a careful seru- 
tiny into the history of the patient is necessary towards arriving 
at a satisfactory solution. 

An elderly man was admitted into the above hospital in the 
last week of May, with a tumour the size of a pigeon’s egg, 
sitvated over the inner of the left foot, It ted 
the physical characters of an enlarged bursa ; i it was a 

mage ae eee a ganglion, » Sa, or some similar 
orm of tamour ; but on interrogating tient, it appeared 
that he had never sustained any undue oe in that situatior. 
It was removed (without the use of chloroform) by Mr. Hewett, 
who carefully dissected it away from the teum, to which 
it was strongly adherent, and on section it was found to be of 
an innocent nature, It proved to be a sero- or tubero-cystic 
growth, like that me in the breast, possessing small 
cysts in its substance, with little bodies growing within them. 
The situation, as Mr. Hewett remarked, was exceedingly rare 
for this kind of tamour. It formed a striking contrast to a true 
bursal tumour which was removed on the same occasion by 
Mr. Tatum from the surface of the right patella of a young 
woman, 





ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 


CONGENITAL PHIMOSIS IN A LAD AGED SEVENTEEN 
YEARS, REMEDIED BY OPERATION, 
(Under the care of Mr. Laxe.) 

Purmosis is one of those affections which, when congenital, 
are usually treated almost as soon as discovered. It is owing 
to this circumstance that it is rarely to be seen but in the 
child, Now and then, however, an instance in the adult will 
present itself from the country, where possibly the same im- 
portance is not attached to the malady as in our large towns. 

A lad, seventeen years, was admitted into the hospital 
in May last with a congenital phimosis, which had caused mach 
difficulty in micturition for many years, and the openi mye 
the prepuce was so small that one of the finest oalen 
scarcely be passed through it. On the 28th of May Mr. Lane 
su a ee ae eS ee Se 
up along ite dorsal aspect. The edges of mucous membrane 
and skin were then brought ther by three points of sutare, 
This operation proved quite sufficient for all purposes, i 
ag there was not a redundancy of preputial tissue. 
was not used. The lad is doing very well. 


FHledical Societies. 
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Dr. Corptanp, Presipent. 








TUMOUR IN THE ABDOMINAL WALLIS. 


Mr. HortHovse related the case of a patient who was ad- 
mitted into the Westminster Hospital with a tumour ia the 
upper part of the abdomen. the result of sudden accident. Oa 
examination, it was clearly not hernia of any kind; he 
diagnosed it as situated in the walls of the abiomen, and pro- 
bably rupture of the part of the rectas abiominis muscle, 
The man had, in @ fall caved himelf by catching hold of 
plank, and he at the same It something * gi 
in his belly.” There could be no doubt, therefore, 
had been rupture of the mascle caused in this way. It 
illustrated by a cast. 





EMBOLISM. 
Dr. Dickrxson exhibited preparations from the case of 
young woman who was admitted with acute rheu 
two or three joints, with marked systelic marmar heard at 
apex of the heart. She was delirious, lingered a week, 


sank, It was supposed that there was iuflammation of 
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brain. At the post-mortem examination there wa; no trace of 
this; but in the heart a mass of fibrin existed, and in the liver 
and kidneys were found the well-known fibrinous blocks. But 
ou the right side of the brain there was some well-marked red 
softening ; the large vessels of the brain contained small masses 
of fibrin, not enough to obstruct, but numerous; but the 
smaller arteries were completely obstracted, and this evidently 
had produced the condition of the brain described. 

Dr. Dickson also related the case of a man admitted into 
S:. George’s Hospital with symptcms of pleuritis, agophonic 
voice-sound, and dulness of one side, He died in two months. 
The state of the heart was shown in a drawi The right 
lung was encroached wu The right ventricle contained, 
close to the semilunar valves, large lobulated masses of fibrin ; 
none in the left: some of this passed into the right pulmo- 
nary artery, which was completely obstructed throughout, and 
the lung itself was in a very peculiar state—it was compressed ; 
the pleura was also much thickened. 


Dr. Bristowe doubted whether this case was one of trne 
embolism, but thought it a simultaneous deposit of fibrin in 
different spots—not due, that is, to conveyed clot. 

A report was desired on this specimen. 


ARTIFICIAL ANUS, AFTER FEMORAL HERNIA, 


Mr. Parr exhibited the parts involved. He was called toa 
case of strangulated femoral hernia, and found the taxis un- 
availing. Next morning there was no relief, and he performed 
the penton, with the aid of Mr. Hainworth, without open- 
ing sac. During the next eight days all went well ; but, 
notwithstanding Mr. Part’s wish to the contrary, the patient 
— in sitting up in bed, and not maintaining the recum- 

t posture. wels had acted naturally, but on the 
eighth day fecal matter was seen through the upper margin of 
the wound. She then sank slowly three weeks after the ope- 
ration. There was no general peritonitis, The intestine ad- 
hered closely to the femoral ring, and an adjacent portion of 
bowel was in a similar condition. 


EPITHELIOMA OF THE SOPHAGUS. 


Mr. Haryworts showed this from a female who had suffered 
several months from dysphagia. She had derived much benefit 
from injections of milk. After death, examination showed the 
esophagus almost entirely obstructed. 


Mr, Ernest Hart showed a specimen of 
TRUE BONE FROM THE HUMAN EYE 


The eye from which this imen was obtained was removed 
by Mr. Hart, for the reason that, having long been atrophied and 
unsightly, it was the seat of irritation, and was exciting sympa- 
thetic disease in the comparatively sound eye which remained. 
Numerous hard, bony pieces of small size were found on the 
inner aspect of the choroid. The occurrence of ossific degene- 
ration is sometimes spoken of in the capsule of the lens, the 
re'ina, cornea, and various parts of the eye. Mr. Hart believed, 
however, from the examination which he had made, that these 
cases of so called ossification of the capsule and cornea were 
instances only of calcareous substitution, and it was doubtful 
whether the title ‘‘ossific” properly belonged to any of them. 
On the other hand, the choroidal coat of the eye possessed the 
power of forming true bone under certain morbid conditions, 
such as existed in this case. At previous meetings other sar- 
geons had shown specimens of true bone to the Society, and in 
each case the bone was found on the inner surface of the cho- 
roid. In one case it formed, as it sometimes does, a complete 
capsule, and the retina was wasted ; these were the cases, Mr. 
Hart believed, which were described as ossification of the retina 
—a change which probably does not in any case really occur, 
that which happens being the de t of bone by the 
choroid between it and the retina, atrophy of the retina. 
The development of bone did not seem to oecur at any time as 
PO pr gh cae ape Mammen de but, as in 
the present case, it took place after atrophy of the eye had 
occurred from accident or disease, and the sight had been 


CONGENITAL URINARY CYST OF THE KIDNEYS. 

Dr. Lirrie showed two specimens from a boy about four 
years old, who at the of two years and a half was the sab- 
ject of considerable fluid swelling in the abdomen, without any 
obvious cause, Tapping was at length twice ; and 
the fluid exhibited urinary constituents, Ultimately an open- 


ing was made with a view of its —— Severe 
symptoms manifested themselves, from which he recovered ; 





but after six months he died. At the post-mortem, a large 
cyst was found connected with each kidney, each cyst being 
formed of the dilated and expanded pelvis of the organ ; that 
of the right being exceedingly large, and having been the main 
occasion of the enlarged omen. 

Dr. Baistow® mentioned an analogous case, in which a similar 
condition appeared to have been ital. 

Mr. Henry Tuompson remarked that it was extremely rare 
to find dilatation of the renal pelvis and ureter without ob 
struction in some part of the urinary passages; and that it wae 
very undesirable to speak of this condition as cystic. There 
was no relation between it and true cystic disease of the kidney; 
and he had no doubt the dilatation here was due to some 
struction to the outlet either in the ureter or in the urethra. 
Granted a certain amount of distension in the renal pelvis 
already to exist, it became to a certain extent the cause of in- 
creased obstruction in the ureter by making pressure on it and 
preventing the outflow of urine through it: an undoubted 
example of which he had shown to the Society during the pre- 
sent session. 

Dr. Lirrie believed there was no great amount of obstruc- 
tion in the ureters in this case, but was unable to say whether 
there had been any in the urethra. 

Mr. CovLson made some inquiry as to the nature of the ope- 
ration of tapping referred to, to which Dr. Litrzx replied. 


FIBROUS TUMOUR OF THE DURA MATER. 


Dr. Lirtiz showed this specimen for Dr, Mackenzie, The 
— was a pugilist, and received severe blows on the head. 

or some time he had epileptic fits and signs of deranged ner- 
vous fanction. After death a fibrous tumour of small size was 
found in the dura mater. 





Lebields and Hotices of Books. 


A Clinical Treatise on Diseases of the Liver. By Dr. Friep. 
Turop. Frericns, Professor of Clinical Medicine in the 
University of Berlin, &. In Two Volumes. Vol. LI. 
Translated by Caarntes Muscuison, M.D., Physician to 
the London Fever Hospital, &c. pp. 584. e New 
Sydenham Society, London, 1861. 

Tue members of the New Sydenham Society must have 
anxiously looked for the second volume of Frerichs’ well-known 
treatise. The first instalment was so good that some little 
impatience was natural as regarded the remainder. The cause 
of its delay is to be sought in the interruption to the labours of 
the author consequent upon his removal to Berlin, Having 
received the second volame, however, we have to thank both 
author and transiator for the very acceptable gift, this treatise 
of Frerichs being about one of the most important that the 
recent schools of Germany have produced, We before alluded 
to this fact when noticing the appearance of the first volume. 
We may now observe that the English translation of the pre- 
sent volume appears simultancously with the German edition. 
For this advantage the Council of the New Sydenham Society 
are indebted to the courtesy of Professor Frerichs and his 
publishers, who transmitted to Dr. Murchison each sheet as 
it was printed in Germany. A Freneh edition of the work, 
also, has been printed at Paris, which has been translated 
by Drs. Pellagot and Duménil, and published by the Messrs. 
Baillitre. 

The new volume concludes the consideration of the various 
diseases of the liver; a third one is half promised us for 
some future period, which shall deal with such questions of 
general pathology and treatment as future investigations and 
experiments may serve to illustrate. In the present issue we 
have the following subjevts, treated with the hand of a master - 
Inflammation of the Liver, its various forms and consequences ; 
the Waxy, Lardaceous, or Amyloid Degeneration of the organ ; 
Hypertrophy of it ; Pathological New Formations in the Liver ; 
and Hepatic Tumours. By these we are carried on to the fifth 
chapter, which introduces us to Diseases of the Bloodvessels of 
the Liver, of the Hepatic Artery, Portal Veins, and Hepatic 
Veins. Diseases of the Biliary Passages are then discussed, and 
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the work concludes with an appendix, i in n which the results of 
the recent examination of gall-stones and of experiments on the 
excretion of hippuric acid in jaundice are detailed. The pre- 
sent volume (English translation) is illustrated by thirty-six 
woodcuts, which have been copied from those in the German 
edition by Dr. Westmacott. The German edition is accom- 
paniéd by an atlas of fourteen coloured plates. One of these 
has been here reproduced as a woodcut; while twenty-seven of 
the most important of the remaining figures will be found in 
two lithographic plates, executed by that able artist, Mr. 
Tuffen West. We would observe, however, for the sake of those 
who may wish to possess the whole results of Frerichs’ labours 
in this important and difficult region of pathology, that since 
the appearance of the first volume, Messrs. Vieweg, Professor 
Frerichs’ publishers, have brought out an English edition of 
the coloured atlas alone, for which Messrs. Williams and Nor- 
gate are agents. 

Any detailed analysis of the contents of a work so compre- 
hensive as this is would be quite unnecessary. Suffice it to say 
that the members of the Sydenham Society could not receive 
any better return for their subscription than this treatise upon 
Diseases of the Liver by Professor Frerichs. They are much 
indebted to Dr. Murchison for the very satisfactory manner in 
which he has performed a laborious task and a responsible duty. 





Clinical Essay on the Mineral Waters of Eaux -"~ ( Pyrenees), 
and their Value in Consumptive Diseases. By Dr. Lucien 
Levuper, oa Physician at Eaux Bonnes, London: 
Fieldson and Jary. 

Axsout twenty-two miles south of Pau, in a | yididteiegme part 
of the south of France, is the well known watering -place of 
Eaux Bonnes. It lies at the bottom of a narrow gorge or 
ravine in the Pyrenees, which is traversed by the Gave de 
Gabas, At one time it numbered some twenty or more hotels 
and lodging-houszs, which were overhung by precipitous rocks. 
The place has much increased of late ; and last year the first 
stone of an hospital to contain seventy-five beds was laid by the 
Empress Eugénie, In the present essay Dr. Leudet endeavours 
to show the great value of the mineral waters of Eaux Bonnes 
in phthisical and other affections; and, according to his ob- 
servations, they possess virtues which should not be overlooked 
by those delicate persons who require the benefits of a stay at 
a watering place, The waters are slightly alkaline, they are 


used as baths as well as for drinking, and they differ from all » 


other mineral springs in the Pyrenees. The warm springs, for 
bathing, attain a temperature of 91° Fahrenheit, and the cold 
are sufficiently so to prove quite agreeable to drink. 

The principal diseases of the respiratory organs under treat- 
ment at this resort are phthisis, chronic bronchitis, asthma, and 
laryngitis, besides skin affections. The effects of the waters are 
described in what the author calls the pure tuberculous, the scro- 
fulous, and the arthritic varieties of phthisis. The waters are, 
perhaps, more beneficial in the d form—the scrofulous— 
than in the others; they are more particularly suited to the 
scrofulous diathesis, and are more apt to modify and cure it. 
The three stages of the complaint are amenable to their influ- 
ence, Arthritic consumption is the most frequent variety met 
with at Eaux Bonnes, Some patients thus affected, or with soft- 
ened tubercles, or even large cavities, at the summit of their 
lungs, and who have undergone frequent attacks of hemoptysis, 
have annually visited Eaux Bonnes for the last ten or fifteen 
years, This annual return, Dr. Leudet states, is a matter of 
necessity to them : they themselves feel the want of it, 

It is the eliminative action of these sulphurous waters on the 
lungs that gives them the power to etay and arrest the disease ; 
and the result of experience at this place goes to prove, accord- 
ing to the author, that phthisis may be cured, and is often 
cured, in all its stages. This is certainly strong testimony; 
bat we must refer the reader for further information to the 
essay itself. Besides its mineral waters, Eaux Bonnes offers 











attractions to the naturalist, the lover of wild mountain scenery, 
and especially to the geologist. Its proximity to Biarritz and 
its temperate climate are not the least of its attractions. The 
season for visiting Eaux Bonnes is from the beginning of June 
» Goalies, 
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PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 





TWINBERROW’S PATENTED IMPROVED 
EYE DOUCHE. 

Turs little contrivance is, doubtless, as the inventor has 
styled it, an improvement. By the action of the eye-donche in 
common use the stream is intermittent, so that each jet causes 

a separate shock to the eye, 

) which must be regarded as ob- 
jectionable in the majority of 
cases of ophthalmic affection, 
and especially so in those in- 
stances where much nervousness 
is present. In the employment, 
however, of the instrument un- 
der notice this objection is com- 
pletely obviated, the fluid being 
projected in a continuous, soft, 
and gentle shower. Moreover, 
the force can with readiness be 
regulated ; and the patient has 
only to apply the eye to the cup, 
and is thereby relieved of the 
trouble and annoyance of him- 
. self holding the pipe and cup, as 

L io in other syringes in common use. 

The whole apparatus is not 

only well devised, but is got up in an admirable manner, so 

as to be rendered easily portable. In the employment of it 

another great advantage is gained,—namely, that the surgeon 

has not to wait for all that preparation which, in the time 

taken to collect together the paraphernalia necessary for the 

full irrigation of the eye, disquiets the patient, and is likely to 
render the proposed operation abortive. 


: STWINSERROW'S 
i PATENT 
‘i VE DOtCKE 











CONGENITAL HYDROCEPHALUS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—Should you think the following case of any interest to 
the profession, ee ee — 

In the course of the day of May 2nd, 1861, I was called to 
see a patient whom I before attended at the birth of one 
child about three ye age a. eer ne we I found 
matters progressing favourably, an that my ser- 
vices would not bet uired for some seen, bet that the child 
night - a fine one when born. About twelve o'clock in the 


was a summoned to Fg and found the 

labour progresing slowly but favourably. About five o'clock 
in ho eects ee ee ee and some 

uired to rouse it, such as blowing in 


little things were 
face, &c which all went on well until a short time after- 
wards, when f it was perceived that the head increased unusuall 


in size, and the sutures did not close. Still the child con 
in tolerable generally lively and cheerful. The head 
continued to increase gradually for seven months, and it was 
then, in December last, attacked with bronchitis, from which 
he died, the head having attained the following enormous 
dimensions, the measurement being taken soon after the child's 
death :—Circumference round the forehead, 32 in.; circumfer- 
ence under the chin and top of the forehead, 30 in. ; from one 
ear to the other, 22in.; di from the forehead to the 
back, 10 in,; and the diameter from one ear to the other, 94 in. 

I think the case unique, and that must be any apology for 
troubling you. I am, Sir, re respectfully, 

Nantwich, June, 1862, muumaM Kent, F.R.C.S. 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 1862. 


Once again Medicine and Law contend for the Coronership 
of the Metropolitan County. The race that was so nobly won 
twenty-three years ago, for the honour of his profession and the 
signal advantage of the public, by Mr. Wax ey, is again 
open. It would indeed be a discredit to our body, not less 
than a public disaster, if a man could not be found amongst us 
to consolidate the victory he achieved. The second heat ought 
to be easier than the first. The stumbling-block of old custom 
has been swept away by the impetuous energy and the irre- 
sistible eloquence of the first medical candidate. And by the 
many solid proofs he gave of the efficacy of natural sagacity, 
enlightened by scientific knowledge, in detecting the causes of 
death, the first medical Coroner has amply vindicated the 
truth of the great principle upon which he took his stand. 
What was true, although not obvious to common intelligence, 
twenty years ago, has been made still more true by the rapid 
progress of science, and palpably obvious to every man of dis- 
cernament, by the multiplied teachings of experience. 

If there be a lingering feeling against medical Coroners, it is 
one that partakes of the nature of prejudice. It lies in the 
suspicion that a medical Coroner will be biassed by professional 
esprit de corps to attach undue weight to medical evidence, 
and perhaps be tempted to gloss over the possible ignorance or 
misconduct of a medical witness. No intelligent observer who 
has been able to contrast the conduct of an inquest as presided 
over by a lawyer and by a medical man will be disposed to 
listen to this objection. It is only those who are ignorant of 
medical science who are liable to be imposed upon by the fal- 
lacies of the medical expert. Just as it requires medical know- 
ledge to guide an inquiry into the cause of death, to put the 
questions calculated to bring out the facts that can throw light 
upon those causes, so is medical knowledge indispensable in 
order to keep the question that has to be solved clear, dis- 
tinct, and uncomplicated, before the court; to guard the jury 
against the hasty reception of gratuitous medical theories, 
or undue trust in imperfect medical testimony. A little 
reflection will show that familiarity with medical science 
is as necessary to the magistrate whose peculiar duty it is 
to determine the cause of death, as is skill in law to the 
judge who presides in courts whose function it is to interpret 
the statutes. The fussy pretence put forward by certain 
third and fourth rate lawyers, that a man must be versed in 
the quibbles and fencings practised in the criminal courts in 
order to understand the law of evidence, is simply an admis- 
sion of the essential weakness of the claim of the legal profes- 
sion. The late Mr. Waxk.ey truly said that the amount of 
legal knowledge demanded of a Coroner might be acquired by 
any person of education and common sense in a week. That 
modicum of law, and much more, is commonly possessed by 
every man who has been med to serve upon a jury, or 
who has been used to appear before the courts of law as a wit- 
ness. It is so far from being the exclusive property or attri- 
bute of members of the legal profession, that it is an essential 





element in the political training of every Englishman. More 
than that, it may be justly accounted as one of the most signal 
benefits of scientific education that it imposes the most rigorous 
and exact observance of the laws of evidence as applied to the 
discovery of truth. Testimony that would satisfy a lawyer, 
fallacies which he would be utterly unable to detect, will have 
no weight with one whose mind is informed, and whose intel- 
lect is trained to investigation, by the study of Medicine. The 
lawyer, knowing nothing of the matter in dispute,—that is, of 
the mysterious causes of death, of the operation of external 
agents upon the human frame,—must needs bend the whole 
force of his attention to the sifting and balancing of conflicting 
statements of different witnesses. Upon those statements, 
such as they are, whatever they may chance to be, he must 
form his conclusion. They may or may not apply to the medi- 
cal question of the cause of death; they may be very wide of 
the mark; they may lead altogether astray. He has no stan- 
dard, as the judge upon the bench has, in the statute-book and 
the records of the common law, to guide him. He és like a man 
attempting to steer without radder or compass. He is utterly 
at the mercy of the medical witness. Ne cannot control, or 
probe, or detect the defective points of, the medical evidence. 
It is not a question of law, it is not the interpretation of an Act 
of Parliament, that he is called upon to sift or to decide; but 
nothing more nor less than the strictly medical problem,— 
What was the disease or injury that caused the death of an 
individual ? It is quite as absurd to ask a lawyer to investigate 
and decide upon such a question as it would be to call in your 
attorney to prescribe when you are sick of a fever, and to send 
for your doctor to draw up a brief or a deed of settlement. It 
is painting a dolphin in the woods, putting the wrong man in 
the wrong place. It is an utter incongruity,which must result, 
and which has resulted, in the most deplorable detriment to 
the usefulness of the Coroner's Court. An inquest before a 
lawyer—we say it with the utmost possible respect —is apt to 
be a most ridiculous farce. A vast proportion of the verdicts 
directed or approved by legal Coroners throw no light whatever 
upon the cause of death. They serve no other purpose than to 
conceal the cause of death, and, therefore, in many instances to 
screen guilt, and to inspire the evil-minded with that confidence 
which impunity imparts. ‘“ Found dead,” ‘‘ Died of natural 
causes,” ‘‘ Found drowned,” “‘ Sudden death,”—such are the 
lucid results of thousands of solemn inquiries, which, if conducted 
by competent skill, would, in the majority of instances, have been 
traced to an intelligible cause that would remove unjust sus- 
picions, or reveal foul criminality, On the other hand, one of 
the beneficial effects of placing the Coroner's Court under the 
presidency of a medical man is to ensure a thorough medical 
inquiry into the circumstances connected with death. A medi- 
cal practitioner who has to give evidence before a medical 
Coroner will be especially careful to perform the post-mortem 
examination thoroughly, and to weigh his own evidence well 
He will give his evidence all the better and more cheerfully 
because he feels that it will be understood. Very much of the 
progress of forensic medicine in our day is due to the increased 
exactitude in investigation, and the practice of calling in the 
aid of eminent experts, pursued im Mr, Wax ey’s court. 

These and numerous other arguments in favour of medical 
Coroners have already made a deep impression upon the public 
mind. It is a public duty, much more than a professional one, 
to insist upon them, to urge them continually, until the object 
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contemplated by the Coroner’s Court—the protection of human 
life—shall be to the fullest possible extent realized. To this 
object every medical man can bring help. The medical candi- 
dates must be heartily supported. In Dr. Layxesrer the 
medical profession will have a worthy representative. He may 
fairly challenge all his legal competitors in general capacity 
and fitness; and in that special knowledge which is most abso- 
lately nevessary for the efficient discharge of the office he 
stands alone. He has filled, durivg an active scientific career, 
the varied offices of lecturer on physiology, and vital chemistry 
and medicine, at the Royal [nstitution, and at medical and 
other schools ; and as a medical officer of health has had occa- 
sion to etudy and appreciate the conditions which most affect 
the life and well-being of the classes among whom the Coroner 
finds most employment. We earnestly call upon every medical 
practitioner throughout the Central Division of Middlesex to 
use all his personal influence with the electors in support of 
Dr. Lanxester. A little organization will give the medical 
candidate an immense advantage. If each man will work up 
his own district, the labour will be easy, the expense of the 
contest will be materially lessened, and victory will be secure. 


thi 
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Dvurine the sittings of the General Council of Medical Edu- 
cation we directed attention to some resolutions referring to the 
conduct of the College of Surgeons of England with reference to 
their regulations on Medical Education. The subject, from its 
importance, demands farther notice. The Council, after due de- 
liberation and inquiry, issued a series of rules which appeared to 
be based on a just appreciation of the necessities of the case. 
These were accepted and endorsed by the representative of the 
College of Surgeons, and those other members of the Council of 
that body who are also members of the General Council. It 





matter of honour, but even legally, upon all the bodies repre- 
sented in the Medical Parliament. Such, however, did not 
appear to be the opinion of the governing body of the Royal 
Coliege of Surgeons of England ; at all events they acted in 
direct opposition to them. They have issued regulations in 
relation to the candidates for their diploma some of which 
entirely ignore those which the General Council had adopted. 
In the course which they thus pursue they stand alone. No 
other corporation, we believe, has committed so grave an 
error. Under these circumstances it is difficult to understand 
how the College could have obtained a majority to support 
them in the very questionable steps-which they have taken, 
The Medical Act gave the General Council power to regulate 
the education of medical practitioners in the United Kingdom, 
and the College of Surgeons was bound, in carrying out that Act, 
so to modify their own regulations as to bring them into unison 
with the recommendations of the General Council. If the 
provisions of an Act of Parliament are to be set at defiance 
in such a manner, the Act must necessarily be inoperative. 
The interests of the profession and the public demand that the 
measure should be carried out in its clear and manifest spirit. 
The College of Surgeons of England will act wisely by retracing 
their steps. Powerful as they are, there is yet a power in the 
Constitution greater than their own. Should it be necessary 
to invoke it, the College of Surgeons may find to their cost 
that the game they are playing is a very hazardous one indeed. 
It is not to be supposed for a moment that an obstructive policy 











would be tolerated, However much opposed the College may 
be to those changes which are essential to the welfare of the 
profession, they must sebmit. It is better that they shon!d do 
so with a good grace than under compulsion. They cannot be 
permitted to enjoy a monopoly which every other corporation 
has given up, 
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Bricuton has resolved to clean herself. A scheme of 
sewerage adequate to the wants of the town has been deter- 
mined upon. The slovenly and detestable plan of running the 
sewage into the sea, to generate abominable odours by reaction 
with the salt water, has been wisely condemned. This and 
the other main principles laid down in these pages* have been 
adopted as the basis of the new system. A main sewer will 
collect all the sewage of the town, and convey it to an outfall to 
the east of Rottingdean. At this point it will be discharged into 
the sea twice in twenty-four hours, and the current will sweep 
it eastward, avoiding the risk of annoying any inhabitants of 
the coast. As the whole cutting will be through chalk, the 
construction will be easy and inexpensive. It is estimated 
that £30,000 will accomplish this important undertaking. 
Thus, for a sam which must be regarded as trifling in relation 
to the wealth of Brighton and the benefits that must resnlt 
from the outlay, the town will be redeemed from the reproach 
of uncleanliness and disregard to the health of the visitors. 
In accordance with the principle of the London main-drainage 
scheme, provision is made for an outfall. But the plan is per- 
fectly compatible with the utilization of the sewage for agri- 
cultural purposes, At any part of its course through the main 
sewer leading to Rottingdean, it will be quite feasible te pump 
out liquid sewage and to apply it to the land. That this—the 


| proper destination of the sewage—will eventually take place, 


tertai dou Mr. Brapy’s Committee will, it is 
was naturally concluded that they were binding, not only as a | ina 5 “ . 


hoped, not break up without demonstrating the methods of 
rescuing the sewage of towns from utter waste. 

The self-cleansing ordinance adopted by the inhabitasts of 
Brighton is an ample vindication of their public spirit. We, 
who, like all other toiling denizens of the great metropolis, 
have a personal interest in the salubrity of this beautiful 
watering-place, rejoice in the decision. As sanitary moniters, 
we are especially glad that the advice we felt it our duty to 


| urge has been adopted in so liberal a spirit. 





Hedical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 


DEATHS IN HOSPITAL. 


Tue review of the comparative mortality of the London aad 
Parisian hospitals is undoubtedly a source of some satisfaction 
to our nation and to the profession ; for the more careful the ex- 
amination the more thoroughly it appears that the number of pa- 
tients who survive admission into the medical and surgical wards. 
is proportionately very much greater here than in the French 
capital. We are nota people given to demonstrative vaunting, 
and have always been apt to enjoy quietly our own consciousness, 
that the medical and surgical character of this country was ef the 
highest, inwardly chuckling at the loud crowing of the Gallic 
cock over the merits of its medical and surgical skill. At the 
recent discussions of the Parisian hospital system at the Freneb 





* Tas Layogz, vol, ii, 1861, p. 451. 
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Academy of Medicine, the great saving of life effected in | greatly lightens the labour of the officer of health, or, indeed, 
parallel classes of enses in Louden was strongly axged by seme | of any permsn who is siming at « mensare calcnlated to improve 
of tke maost able and candid surgeons, including the illustrious the public health, to find that the principle of action is already 
Malgaigne, and contirmed by the recent observations of some to some extent agreed upon, and that some authoritative ex- 
intelagent internes, This was felt as a wound to the national pression of opinion has been given in favour of it. Thus the 
character, It could not be denied that the mortality in the | Pablic Health meetings of the Social Science Association afford 
leading; French hospitals varies from thirty-five to sixteen and | to the members of the medical profession a very important opper- 
seventeen per cent., while that of the twelve great London hos- tunity of feeling the pulse of the public as to any schemes for 
pitals oscillates between eight and ten per cent. So with ampu- | the general good in which they desire support, and of dissemi- 
tations, the difference is enormously in favour of the patients | nating views and opinions which ought to be extended from 
treated in the English hospitals, One speaker, indeed, found | _ medical to general circles. This department of the Association 
balm for the wound by roundly asserting that the statistics were | has hardly been sustained by the presence of medical men to 
false. f that simple process of denial affords him any indi- [the extent which we anticipated, This was probably due, 
vidual satisfaction, or his hearers any collective pleasure, it | however, to the fact that invitations were not issued, but that 
would be cruel to attempt to deprive them of it. The belief | it was mecessary to obtain tickets, and to resolve to lose come 
that the etatistics of our hospitals are garbled for any object days during the busiest part of the season. Those who have 
whatever is a delusion with a purpose, and only those will | | teed papers, however, have the satisfaction of knowing that 
entertain it who are ready to use any bandage so that it pro- | their audience has been largely extended by means of the 
tects their eyes from seeing the truth. Sith Dies Ghieiiianh | mente oll thelenamerat tafinansing euilinepiatan pocqeatia’- 
were raised which were not of so sweeping a character. It was ately inereased. So also a great deal of the discussions has 








said that our hospitals contained a larger number of chronic 
casea, and that the proportion of important and acute diseases 
was fess, This is an error. Our hospitals contain fewer trifling 
or chronic cases than those of Paris. Trifling cases are very 
rigidly excluded by the responsible boards of subscribing 
governors who preside over the admissions, and who are jealous 
of the expenditure of their fluctuating and uncertain income. 
The chronic cases are universally rejected, and the accommo. 
datien for them is found exclusively in the large workhouse 
infirmaries of every district, in the hospitals for ineurables, and 
similar charitable institutions. We can still therefore claim to 
lead the van in the applications of medicine and surgery. But, 
as was suggested very properly by some of the speakers in a 
recent discussion on this subject at Guildhall, many of our 
Eegtish hospitals still need great improvements. The mor- 
tality of our great hospitals exceeds that of the smaller in- 


stitutions, and the greatest diminution of mortality may | 
be anticipated from the multiplication of small hospitals in | 


healthy localities, and the segregation of the sick. In propor- 
tien to the number of beds in one ward, and to the number of 
sick in one building, so are the fomites of infection. Great 
hospitals and large wards are unfavourable for the recovery of 
the patient, and Mr. Sands Cox, in discussing this subject, 
quotes Lawrence, Wardrop, and others, as proving in evidence 
befere the House of Commons, that a small hospital is better 
adapted for the purposes of teaching than a large one; thinking 
it condacive to the instruction of the student to limit his atten- 
tion to a few cases, rather than estimating his ad vantages in direct 
ratio te the number of patients submitted to his observation. 

There are many complicated relations of this question; but 
from the hygienic point of view there can hardly be a doubt 
that the aggregation of a large number of patients under one 
roof is a condition injurious to their chances of recovery. 


SOCIAL SCIENCE. 
Tae Congress of 1862 has been organized with very great 


been widely reported, and cannot fail to exercise a desirable 
iafluence. 

The social meetings have been much more numerously at- 
tended than the scientific. The crash of folke at Westminster 
Palace was overwhelming, and the soirée at the College of 
Physicians was the most crowded which we remember to have 
seen within those venerable walls. No doubt half the old 
gentlemen there were aghast at the innovation of admitting so 
many social reformers within their conservative precincts, and 
went home to bed with a fixed conviction that the profession 
was going to the dogs.) The most palpable fact, however, which 
results from this series of meetings and soirées is, that the me- 
dical profession flock more numerously to evening conversaziones 
than to morning discussions ; and in dissecting that compound 
body “Social Science,” they much prefer the sociality to the 
science, 


A PHYSIOLOGICAL VIEW OF THE PREMIER. 


A MEDICAL journalist can do no more appropriate service than 
by giving prominence from time to time to a good specimen of 
fine old age. Lord Palmerston certainly claims that attention at 
our hands. Ali party and political considerations aside, we pro- 
nounce the Premier a physiological phenomenon. Politics we 
half explain Lord Palmerston. Few statesmen have enjoyed so 
much power and popularity as the Prime Minister; and there are 
few instances in which the secret of the power has been less 
political. Lord Palmerston’s influence is in a great measare 
physiological—an influence on the temper of the country pro- 
| duced by his own temper and health, and good spirits. The 
nobility of England supply many specimens of a fine old age; 
but it is difficult te find one se striking as Lord Palmerston. 
| Wellnigh fourseore years have passed away since his life 
| began, They have been eventful years; and few men have 
| had more to say and do in the events than the veteran Premier. 
In the year 1825 he bad been for nineteen years Secretary-at- 
War duing four or five successive administrations, and was 





| 


zeal awd ability by Mr. George Hastings, and a large number | described by Lord Brougham—another wonder of the physio- 
of neally valuable papers have been read, which will exereise logical order—as a “‘sort of hereditary member of every Cabinet.” 
an anmdeabtedly useful influence over the progress of matters | | It is unnecessary for our purpose to go into any detail. He has 
impertamt to the well-being of the people. The department of had a hand in every European pie for more than fifty years. 
Public Health bas been carried en with vigour aud intelligence; | | Seo-combiince in Cie Sie hh Sieiary, and tn tl peceet the quill 
and the questions of sanitary improvements in towns, sewerage — | ties, of two successive generations, He was Secretary-at-War 


aad drainage, health of the navy, prevention of accidental 
poisoning, and other topics of national interest, have been 80 


handled as to atiract a large share of public attention. This is 


a peint.of great importance; for hygiemic medicine depends for 


ite progress in great measure upon a co-operative action be-— 


tween the medical and the lay public. We must look to the 
architects and engiveers for pravtical co operation, aud to the 


in the days of Waterloo and Wellington ; and is as ready as 
younzer men to entertain the last suggestion of Sir William 
Armstrong. In 1809 he was in office; and in 1962, after a 
life of responsibility that would have exhausted the brains er 
the strength of most men, he is Prime Minister, filling the 
hivh place in no merely formal and honorary way, but doing 
triumphant battle single-handed with his enemies with all the 


geaetal pullic for enlightened sympathy and support. It shrewduess of age and all the smartness of youth. There is 
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no finality feeling in him. If he does not feel himself young, 
he fancies the world is still in its youth. Men would forgive 
him if he put off his armour and with folded arms talked of 
the past and his part in its achievements; but he talks rather 
of the future, and is ready for anything the present seems to 
demand, whether it be a new experiment on trade, an exten- 
sion of the franchise, or a reconstruction of our defences; and 
all this cordially, with the spirit and the sprightliness of younger 
men. Wesay thisisa physiological phenomenon quite as much 
as @ political one—an affair of temper and temperament, of 
health and habits, worthy the study of physicians as well as 
politicians. 

In old age to be able to ride to Harrow or Epsom and back 
again ; to feel the world still fresh ; to be conscious of no want 
of sympathy with a generation in which one’s early contempo- 
raries can scarcely be detected ; to be cheerful and genial— 
able to make the Commons of England laugh and vote at plea- 
sure, are great qualities. Old age is the time for showing the 
difference of men who in their middle age seem much alike. 
Why should advanced age be so often spent in feebleness and 
frailty? Why showld not the vigour of the middle period be 
projected into the last? The answer to such queries must be 
looked for in the study of such lives as that of Lord Palmerston. 
We should greatly relish a speech from the noble lord on the 
art of attaining to an enviable old age. Meantime we can only 
guess at the secret ; but we have no doubt about essential parts 
of it—a certain cheerfulness of disposition, exercise, good diges- 
tion waiting on appetite, aud withal temperance, especially in 
the matter of drinks. These are old-fashioned, plain expe- 
dients. They have been the theme of moralists and poets and 
physicians from time immemorial. Alas, that so many who 
praised did not practise them! May the Premier live long as 
a proof of their power, and as a happy specimen of the mens 
sana in corpore sano! 


VIVISECTIONS. 


Amonest the other Congresses which are to be held this year, 
the intention is announced of holding an International Congress 
during the present season, to which the most distinguished 
surgeons, anatomists, and physiologists shall be invited, and at 
which the subject of vivisection will be discussed. This meet- 
ing will be held at the instance of the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals. Strengthened by the support of 
the medical press of this country, and by general consent of 
medical opinion, that Society has already succeeded, by repre- 
sentations made through a deputation to the French Emperor, 
in procuring a temporary interdiction of some of the displays 
at Alfort, which were attended by grievous suffering to the un- 
happy animals subjected to the demonstrations, But the ques- 
tion is not yet settled, nor are the friends of the Society satis- 
fied. They state that although the practice of vivisection will 
henceforth be restricted, and its worst features removed, yet 
they cannot congratulate themselves upon its total suppression. 
It is known to them that in this country vivisection is prac- 
tised in schools and hospitals, and the Congress will be called 
upon to determine the question of its utility or necessity. We 
apprehend that there will be little difference of opinion on the 
subject. It is evident that a large number of scientific pro- 
blems, in the solution of which humanity is deeply interested, 
can only be investigated by actual experiment on living ani- 
mals. How, for instance, can the great question of asphyxia 
and the means of resuscitation, now under the consideration of 
the Medical and Chirurgical Society, be determined without 
experiments on animals? How can the physiology of the 
spinal cord and of the brain be investigated except by similar 
experiments? It is true that by the use of anesthetics the 
pain of the animals may very commonly be diminished, or alto- 
gether annihilated; but this is not always so. It may bea 
general recommendation to physiologists to administer chloro- 
form where possible ; but, indeed, they usually do so, not only 





from motives of humanity, but because the proposed operation 
is greatly facilitated by the perfect quietude of the creature, 
There will still, however, remain a certain residue of suffering 
which the poor brute must go through ; and so long as the 
object is really essential to the progress of a science on which 
the well-being of mankind depends, or even to the education 
of a man on whose skill many lives will hang, it is not to be 
supposed that the lighter can outweigh the graver considera- 
tion in any other mind than that of an enthusiast. 


A PHYSICIAN’S STORY. 


A toucn of romance may be permitted to enliven the sober 
pages of medical record. The brilliant hues of poesy gather 
round the story of a princess’s gratitude to her physician which 
has been awaking the gobemouches of Paris and London to 
sympathetic enthusiasm. A young lady of rank,—a Russian 
princess,—who had suddenly become blind from the effect of 
exposure to the sunlight upon the snow, had been sent to 
Dusseldorf to consult the Hofrath, whose reputation as an ocu- 
list was so widely spread. She was promised recovery in a 
milder climate, and was sent to Palermo, where she improved 
for some time ; but undergoing a relapse, a young physician 
was disp:tched by the great oculist to take charge of the case 
for him, and report progress. His attention was unremitting, 
and the result so far successful that finally the lady was ordered 
to return to Dusseldorf under his care, the eyes being bandaged 
permanently until her arrival there. At the consultation her 
eyes were unbandaged, and, delighted with the improvement 
in her sight, this demonstrative princess ‘‘ glanced wildly 
round the assembly, and in one moment, despite her still 
weakened sight, seemed to scan every countenance turned with 
such interest towards her own, and then, without a moment's 
hesitation,—as if impelled by a magnetic power stronger than 
herself, —she walked across the room towards where the young 
doctor —her friend and companion—stood, silent and trembling, 
concealed by the rest, and, taking his hand, pressed it to her 
lips, and forgetting all beside gratitude, she gazed upon him, 
and burst into a passion of tears.” 

We think we have read something a good deal like this 
before ; but, perhaps, it is the style only which is fictitious, 
while the facts may be real. There is an amount of circum- 
stantial detail by which the story is authenticated, as the mar- 
riage just celebrated between the parties and the production of 
the old play of Valérie at the Théatre Francais a propos of the 
event; and, at least, the story is ben trovato. It is pleasant 
to hear occasionally of grateful princesses, and the recital is of 
course likely to stimulate young physicians to the most devoted 
attention—not attentions—to all their patients. Outbursts of 
gratitude are really mach needed now-a-days in the relations 
of the public to their medical attendants. We fear they are 
almost as rare as they are desirable. 


THE QUEEN’S HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM. 


Tue success which has attended the exertions of Mr. Sands 
Cox at Birmingham in raising large sums by direct appeal for 
the Queen’s Hospital of that town is a very instructive example 
of the force of an energetic will in bending the minds and in- 
fluencing the actions of other men. Douglas Jerrold celebrated 
the omnipotence of the “‘ splendid shilling,” and Mr. Cox has 
illustrated the power of the vulgar penny. He lately raised 
the sum of £1679 11s. 2d. in penny postage stamps, and so has 
contributea the funds necessary for the completion of the new 
wards needed for that building. He has received publicly the 
earnest thanks justly due to him from the friends of the hos- 
pital for the devoted industry with which he accomplished 
this feat—unsurpassed, we believe, in the annals of charitable 
institutions, The power of pence has never been more literally 
or usefully exemplified. This is the age in which the people 
rule; and certain it is that general support, widely extended, 
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is the safest basis for every kind of success, Courtly and aris- 
tocratic cliques are losing much of their power; and the wants 
or the merits which appeal to all, and do not fear to face 
honestly universal criticism, are those which in the end com- 
mand the fullest recognition. The Queen's Hospital now con- 
tains sixteen wards, with an average of not more than from six 
to twelve beds in each ward. It is well situated at the west 
end of the town, on the new red sandstone (a formation ad- 
mirably adapted for perfect drainage), 474 feet above the sea 
level, and in a pure air frequently renewed by draughts 
rom the Malvern and Clent hills, The wards are fitted 
vith great care, and supplied with all modern comforts and 
appliances, To the attainment of this end Mr. Sands Cox has 
layoured with rare devotion, and the public testimony to his 
sewices is only a bare acknowledgment of the important 
besefits which he has conferred. 


THE PHILANTHROPY OF THE TURF. 


Ricues have been est dasa gst the baggage, or, as 
the Romans had it, the impedimenta of virtue: they impeded 
its march, and stayed it from the goal. So wagers have been 
thought the obloquy of horseracing. The improvement of the 
breed of horses, the public holiday, and all the other approved 
arguments in favour of the great national pastime, are apt to 
be overshadowed by the ugly features attending the system of 
betting on the course. But though the wagers may be the impe- 
diments to public favour, we fear that they act in this case as 
golden spurs which hasten the winners to the goal, and are 
never likely to be dissociated from the operations of the tarf. 
Hence the proposal of Mr. Bond, which he has now generously 
renewed, is one which is pregnant with promise if this philan- 
thropic offer be accepted, and a precedent can be established. 
This gentleman made in September, 1860, a muniticent offer to 
the stewards of the Jockey Clab of contributing 1000 guineas 





to the London hospitals, providing the fortunate winners of 
the Derby and the Oaks will kiodly consent to an allocation of 
ten per cent. of their winnings; but should such a contribution 
be deemed excessive, Mr. Bond will be happy to add an amount 
equal to a deduction of five per cent. upon their stakes respec 


tively. This proposal is one which does honour to its author, 
and we sincerely trust that it may receive the assent of the 
Jockey Club and of the fortunate winners. No doubt such a 
disposition of a part of the sums thus won would be in accord- 
ance with that spirit of true philanthropy which makes the 
amusements of the rich subservient to the wants of the poor, 
and infuses an element of public spirit and patriotism into pur- 
suits of mere pleasure or selfish gain. Hitherto the Derby- 
day has contributed nothing but a large number of casualties to 
our hospitals. But it is evident that this proposition would 
meet with greater success if the Jockey Club could adopt it in 
advance of the race, and establish it as a preliminary regu- 
lation, so that all owners might start their horses with the 
knowledge that the stakes would be subject to this deduc 
tion; otherwise it would become a tax specially levied upon 
the fortunate winners, and one to which many would not be 
disposed to assent. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 





Sr. ToomAs’s Hosprrat is not to be closed. It is not, at 
present at least, to be transported into the country, which 
would be almost as bad as closing. Its immediate destination, 
after all the strife of conflicting interests, and the visions of 
pseudo - sanitarians, is precisely that spot which was first 
indicated and insisted upon in this journal — namely, the 
Royal Surrey Gardens. The opinions of all practical men 
acquainted with the wants of the labonring hosts south of 
the river, who pursue their callings in the midst of all the con- 
ditions that endanger health and limb, have gradually gravi- 





tate i towards this spot. Granted that the old site near Londen 
bridge must be abandoned, the obvious necessity was to find 
the nearest eligible site for reconstruction, so as to involve the 
least dislocation in the numerous relations of the hospital to the 
wants of that community whose direst distress it had through- 
out three centuries relieved. The authorities of the institution 
are already in possession of the ground, and workmen are 
actively employed in erecting temporary buildings for imme- 
diate occupation. The avowed object of the Governors is not 
yet, however, we regret to say, definitely to occupy this site 
for the purposes of the hospital. The statements which have 
hitherto appeared in the public journals are, in this respect, 
inaccurate and too highly coloured. The site is leased for two 
years and a half only. The Surrey Music Hall is being re- 
arranged to receive about 3.0 patients, and out-patients will 
also be seen; the school will be carried on in some of the 
numerous buildings on the premises, Thus there will be no 
break, no interruption in the beneficent ministrations of this 
great charity. It is greatly to be desired that this temporary 
home may prove the final abiding-place of this institution, and 
then as an hospital devoted to the relief of human suffering, 
and as a school for the diffusion of medical skill throughout the 
world, St. Thomas's will still hold her proud position amongst 
the great hospitals of this metropolis, The new site offers 
facilities for the adoption of all recent improv in hospital 
arrangement, and thus for the construction of such an hospital 
as the world has not yet seen. 








GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 


VL 
CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS. 


Besipes the very complete collection of specimens illustra- 
ting the manofacture of the cinchona alkaloids to which we 
have already referred, there is a good specimen of sulphate of 
quinine among the alkaloids exhibited by Mr. Hulle (No. 533) 
in the eastern annex, and there are specimens exhibited by 
several foreign makers. Mr. Haulle’s specimen is remarkable 
for its lightness, the bottle containing one ounce being larger 
than that usually met with io commerce. Among foreign exhi- 
bitors of quinine are Dubosc and Co., of Paris; Armet de Lisle, 
the successor of Pelletier, the original discoverer of this alka- 
loid; Bébringer and Son, of Stuttgart; several Italian makers; 
and Zimmer, of Frankfort, who exhibits a collection of upwards 
of one hundred chemical products from the cinchona barks, 
Mr. Zimmer’s case will be found at the end of the south- 
western transept, beneath the picture gallery. It contains 
specimens of the alkaloids obtained from the cinchonas, the 
various salts of these alkaloids, the acids and other proximate 
bodies found associated with the alkaloids, and products which 
are obtained as the results of chemical reactions from the proxi- 
mate constituents of the barks, This is altogether a very in- 
teresting collect:on, in which will be found many compounds 
not hitherto described in chemical books. 

One of the most important of the preparations of quinine is 
that in which the alkalvid is combined with citric acid and 
iron—citrate of iron and quinine—a preparation which has 
come into very extensive use, and of which there are several 
exhibitors iv the eastern annex, as well as elsewhere. There is 
at present no authorized process for the preparation of this 
valuable salt ; and although it is generally assumed and often 
represented that it contains twenty-tive per cent. of citrate of 
quinine, manufacturers are lef: to a great extent to the exercise 
of their own discretion as to the mode of making it, and much 
difference exists in its composition. The best specimens con- 
tain about fifteen per cent. of their weight of the alkaloid, 
quinine, but in many commercial specimens the quantity is 
much less than this. As usually met with, it is in transparent 
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scales, varying in colour from a golden tint to a greenish 
yellow, or light olive. These differences are perceptible in the 
specimens exhibited. They indicate differences of composition, 
not merely with regard to the proportion of quinine, but also 
that of the salt of iron and the state of oxidation of the iron. 
The-iron is usually partly in the state of peroxide and partly 
of protoxide, and there is generalJy potash or ammonia present. 
Such differences and so much uncertainty of composition ought 
not:to exist, especially in an important medicine such as this is. 
There will no doubt be a process given in the new Pharma- 
copesia for its preparation, and we trust some easily adopted 
method wili be described for determining the proportions of 
quinine and iron contained in it. 

Citrate of iron and quiniue is one of a rather extensive series 
of!ferruginous compounds, all of which have one character in 
common—namely, that of being nnerystallizable, and capable 
of being obtained in transparent scales when the solutions are 
dried on ylass-or porcelain, Potassio-tartrate of iron, which 
was the first preparation of the sort introduced into medieine, 
was originally described some two bundred years ago. It was 
formerly known by the names of ‘‘ Ferrum tartarizatum,” and 
**Partarus chalybiatus,” Afterwards appeared another simi- 
lar preparation, in which ammonia took the place of potash. 
This was introduced by Mr. Aikin, and is known as ‘‘ Aikin’s 
ammonio-tartrate of iron.” Being more easily obtained in a 
definite state than the preceding, by the processes then known, 
and being less liable to undergo decomposition during its pre- 
paration, this salt of Aikin’s was often obtained in scales, while 
the potassio-tartrate was rarely produced in that state, These 
doubie tartrates were followed by corresponding citrates, which, 
having been previously used in France, were first brought under 
the notice of medical men in this country by Mr. Bullock about 
twenty years ago, The citrates are in many respects superior 
to the tartrates. They are more easily prepared, being less 
liable to undergo decomposition when heat is applied to their 
solutions; hence they are more uniform and definite in their 
composition, and generally more stable, especially those of them 
corresponding with the above-named tartrates, The ‘itrates 
of iron have to a great extent superseded the use of the tar- 
trates, and at the present time their consumption mast be very 
great. Juduing from the relative extent to which they are 
shown by English and by foreign exhibitors, it may be in- 
ferred that they are more used in this country than abroad, 
There is also a far greater number of combinations of citrate of 
iron with other bodies among the preparations exhibited by 
English than by foreign pharmaceutists, Thus, for instance, 
in Mr, Bullock’s collection we find citrate of iron, and citrate 
of iron with manganese, with zinc, and respectively with qui- 
nine, quinidine, cinchonine, and strychnine. Several other 
exhibitors, such as Hopkin and Williams, Morson and Son, 
and Howaris and Sons, also exhibit these or similar compounds, 
or, we should perhaps say, compeunds bearing the same or 
similar names; for there are no authorized processes for the 
preparation of most of these bodies, nor do the names applied 
to them indicate bodies of definite composition, recognized 
among chemists, and which could be represented by chemical 
formule. They are for the most part mixtures of two or more 
salts, rather than definite chemical compounds. The extension 
of the number of such remedies is obviously an evil. It cannot 
fail often to embarrass the medical practitioner, and is not 
likely to advance the science of medicine. 

** Cod-liver oil with quinine” is exhibited by Messrs. Savory 
and Moore, and by Mr. Bastick. This again is a preparation 
which is not always of the same strength, and it is subject to 
the obj. ction of its being indefinite and variable in its comp 
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the quinine is certainly not improved. Is any advantage gained 
by uniting these two medicines, or might they not with at 
least equal benefit be administered separately ? 

Among the sealed preparations of iron is the so-called pyro- 
phosphate, of which there are several exhibitors. The com- 
pound usually sold as pyrophosphate of iron is a very elegant 
preparation, one of the prettiest of the class of sealed iron salts; 
and no objection can be urged against it, excepting that the 
name applied to it does not correetly indicate what it is, and . 
that the method of producing it is not established upon any 
authority sufficient to ensure its being always made in the 
same way. The process by which it was first made was that 
given by M. Robiquet, who directed recently precipitated 
pyrophosphate of iron, which is itself insoluble in water, 
to be dissolved in solation of citrate of ammonia. This le 
called ‘‘ citro-ammoniacal pyrophosphate of iron.” Wha 
evaporated to a syrupy consistence, and dried on pore- 
lain or glass, it forms beautiful green transparent scales, 
which are perfectly soluble in water, and have an agreeable 
saline taste, with little or nothing to indicate its ferragineus 
character, The pyrophosphate of iron may also be dissolved in 
citrate of soda or potash with similar results, and by one or 
other of these processes the scaled pyrophosphate of iron is 
made. There is nothing on the samples exhibited to indicate 
whether they contain ammonia, soda, or potash. We believe 
the preference is usually given by manufacturers in this coun- 
try to citrate of soda as the solvent of the pyrophosphate ; but 
the decision in such cases ought not to be left merely to the 
manufacturer, and certainly the medical man who prescribes 
the remedy ought to know, and the name of the substance 
ought as nearly as possible to indicate, what it is composed of. 

We observe among the scaled ferruginous salts one the 
name of which indicates that it consists of citrate of iron with 
citrate of lithia. It is among the exbibits of Messrs, Hopkin 
and Williams, and is labelled “litho citrate of iron.” Prepara- 
tions of lithia may be classed with those of recent introc.uction 
into medicine; and in addition to the above, there is carbonate 
of lithia, of which there are several exhibitors; and citrate of 
lithia, of which there are at least two exhibitors. The last- 
named salt was introduced by Messrs. Blake, Sandford, and 
Blake, by whom a very fine specimen of it in crystals is exhi- 
bited in the collection of the Pharmaceutical Society, and the 
carbonate is included among the chemicals exhibited by 
Morson, Hopkin and Williams, and Squire. Mr, Squire also 
has in his collection two preparations, which we presume we 
may include among pharmaceutical novelties. These are 
“ new syrup of poppies,” and ‘‘new sal volatile.” We infer 
that the prefix to these names relates to the processes and not 
to the products. It may be that these preparations are a fore- 
shadowing of what may be expected in the New Pharma- 
copeia. 





THE CORONERSHIP OF MIDDLESEX. 


Mr. Tuomas H. Waxtry having retired from the contest 
now going on for the Coronership of Middlesex in consequence 
of the sub-division of the county, the number of medical can- 
didates has increased to four, and the legal to six. Whatever 
divisions may exist amongst the lawyers, we trust that the 
medical profession may be united. It would be ruinous to the 
cause if its interest and power were divided amongst am ex» 
cess of candidates. We trust, therefore, that before the day: 
of election some arrangement may be made between those 
members of our profession who are in the field, so that only: 





sition ; for even when prepared by the same process, it will not 
be always uniform in its composition, as part of the quinine is 
sometimes deposited when it has been kept for some time, In 
making it, the oil is heated in contact with the quinine, by 
which treatment the quality of the oil is injured, and that of 





two should go to the poll, one in each district. If this were 
effected there is every reason to believe that they would be 
triumphant. Dr. Lankester should certainly be the person 
selected for the Central District: he was the first to come for- 
ward, and has undoubtedly the most general support of the 
profession, 
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THE PROMOTION OF SOCIAL SCIENCE. 
Concress or 1862. 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 

THE annual meeting of the Congress has been conducted 
with great energy and ability on the part of its managers; the 
place of meeting has been well selected, and the papers read 
were numerous and interesting. It is to be regretted, however, 
that the attendance at ths scientific day meetings has not been 
proportionate to that of the evening social gatherings. 

The inaugural oration of the venerable Lord Brougham was 
of course listened to with profound attention by a numerous 
auditory. The physical weakness of this illustrious savan con- 
trasted strongly with the intellectual vigour displayed in his 
address. He touched bat slightly, however, on subjects in- 
teresting to the medical profession; noticing only the new 
Lunacy Kegulation Bill, in order strongly to condemn its testi- 
mony clauses and the limitation of evidence. 


Fripay, June 6ru. 


This department met in the Court of Queen’s Bench, and 
was very well attended, gst those present being—Dr. 
Holland, Dr. W. Lewis, Mr. Kawlinson, Dr. Letheby, Dr. 
Ellis, Dr. Lankester, Dr. Ballard, Mr. Simon, Miss Nightingale, 
Dr. Farre, Sir Joshua Jebb, &c. 

W. Farrearey, Esq., President, said there was no depart- 
ment of social science of greater importance to a nation than 
the public health, and the development of measures calculated 
to confer this benefit could not be too highly appreciated by 
Governments, and those whose object was to promote and in- 
crease the physical as well as the moral condition of the people. 
In all ages and in all countries this duty had not escaped the 
notice of governors, philanthropists, and legislators. The 
Government of this country, as well as the public at large, are 
too sensibly alive to the advantages of good drainage, water- 
supply, ventilation, &c., for the purification of large towns, to 
be content with anything short of large and comprehensive 
measures for the attainment of those objects. In water-supply 
much had already been done for large and populous towns, 
but much had yet to be accomplished in extending its benefits 
to the smaller towns, and there was probably no gift so great, 
and none so conducive to health and cleanliness, as a copious 
and well-regulated supply of pure water. ‘The metropolis was 
eae worse off for water than many other towns ; bat he 

recently seen the outline of a gigantic project in prepara- 
tion by Mr. Bateman, the engineer of the Manchester and 
Glasgow Loch Katrine Waterworks, to supply London from 
Wales, by the construction of reservoirs, and the formation of 
aqueducts on a scale far beyond anything that ever was before 
accomplished in ancient or modern times. This scheme was 
not problematical, as he believed the engineer was prepared to 
show, from actual sa that 100,000,000 gallons per day 
could be delivered in Loadon, and works constructed for the 
conveyance of double that quantity, for a sum not exceeding 





£7,000,000. To London that would not be a large sum, if 


they considered the immense benetits it would confer on a 
population of nearly three millions of souls—and that with a 
quality of pure soft water which for oe purposes and 
other branches of d ti was calculated to effect a 
saving of £400,000 per annum. Next to water, an element 
which largely contributed to the public health was food, which 
was often depreciated, and sometimes seriously injured, by 
adulteration. Other conditions besides good food and pure 





water entered into the catalogue of wants for the sustenance of 


life and the maintenance of vigorous health ; and those were, 
that people should be well housed and comfortably clothed. The 
subject of dwelling-houses was therefore of the greatest im- 
portance. The draining of land was beneficial in every point, 
as it improved the crops, improved health, and carried off the 
superfluous waters not required for the growth of plants, 
Having referred to the metropolitan drainage works in detail, 
Mr. Fairbairn said this greatly system of drainage 
was of the first im: to the health of the is. He 
next alluded to noxious effects of chemical and alkali 
works, which uted the atmosphere into which they were 
discharged. He then enlarged on the necessity of an improved 





system of warming and ventilating dwellings ; and he said it 
bad been found that 4 full-grown man required at least ten 
cubic feet of pure air per minute for respiration ; but in close 
rooms, in orderto retain the atmosphere in a wholesome state, 
double that quantity is not too much. He might, he said, 
enlarge on other topics involving considerations in connexion 
with the public health; but, having occupied a good deal of 
time, it only remained for him to direct attention to the dif- 
ferent subjects as classified and arranged in the programme for 
consideration of the members of this department. 1n those 
woald be found abundant matter for discussion ; and, confiding 
in the good sense of the meeting over which he had the honour 
to preside, he ventured to look forward to results calculated to 
gr the moral and physical condition of the community. 

r. G. Gopwin moved the thanks of the department to Mr. 
Fairbairn for his valuable address ; and the PREsipENT acknow- 
ledged the honour conferred upcn bim. 

Bensamin Scort, Esq., Chamberlain of the City of London, 
read a paper on the ‘‘ Ancient Water Conduits and Modern 
Drinking Fountains of London,” which, at length, explained 
the value of those means of preserving the health of the people. 

Mr. Rawlinson, Mr. Godwin, Mr, Bateman, Dr. ipalanien, 
Dr. Holland, and other gentlemen having addressed the de- 
partment, thanks were voted to Mr. Scott for his paper. 

Dr. Lerwesy read a paper ‘‘On the Necessary Qualifications 
of a Medical Officer of Health,” in which he enforced the neces- 
1 ho the person appointed devoting his whole time to his 

uties. 

Dr. Water Lewis read a paper ‘‘On the Health, past and 
present, of the Working Classes of the General Post-office,” 

After remarks upon it from Dr. Edward Smith, Dr. Milroy, 
Mr. James Heywood, Mr. E. Chadwick, Mr. Ackroyd, Dr. 
Warren, and Mr. Bracebridge, thanks were given to Dr. 
Lewis for his paper. 

The department adjourned shortly before four o'clock. 


Sarurpay, Juse 7TH, 

The Section resumed business at eleven o'clock, W. Fair- 
bairn, Esq., F.R.S., the president of the department, in the 
chair. 

Mr. A. E. Dunnam read a pe ee oe Ce 
Hygienic Arrangements of the French glish ep » 
He produced several statistical tables for the purpose of show- 
ing that the average general mortality was much greater in the 
French than in the English hospitals ; and, in the first place, 
that the proportionate mortality in all cases in both coun- 
tries was greater in the medical than in the surgical cases, 
In the Parisian hospitals a very much larger number of 
medical than surgical cases were fatal. The mortality per 
cent. in the Parisian hospitals was as follows :~St. 
Louis, 11°98 ; Maison de Santé, 12°72; Lariboissidre, 1532 ; 
Necker, 15°70; St. Antoine, 16°49; Beanjon, 17°14; Pitié, 
17°56; Cochin, 18°17 ; Hétel Dieu, 21°64; Clinique, 2737; 
Charité, 3527; Hépital des Enfants Malades, 189. The 
mortality in the London Hospitals, on the other hand, was.as 
follows :—St. Bartholomew's, 10°72 ; Gay's, 9°4 ; St. Thomas's, 
9°70 ; King’s, 10773; University, 11°19; >t. Mary’s, 10-1); 
Westminster, 96; Londov, 84; Charing cross, 83; St, 
George’s, 5°34. He said that all applicants were admitted in- 
discriminately into the French hos, itals, but in the London 
hospitals only the most urgent and severe cases were selected 
from multitudes. The consequence was that in London hos- 
pitals they had a much larger proportion ef acute diseases and 
of severe chronic cases approaching their termination ; while in 

French hospitals there was a much larger proportion of 
trifling cases which required only a few days’ rest, or some of 
those slight operations which were done every day in the out- 
patient rooms of the London hospitals. He referred also to 
statistical tables in reference to the amputations for disease, 
and showed, by comparison, that the rate of mortality from 
them was much greater in the Parisian than in the London 
hospitals, Taking a series of years, the results in the principal 
hospitals of both capitals were as follows : -London—Deaths, 
22; cures, 103. Paris—Deaths, 176 ; cures, 168. He went 
at some length into an examination of the arrangements of the 
hospitals, both as to ventilation and dietary ; aud, in concla- 
sion, said he had pointed out very hastily many of the differ 
ences in the hygienic arrangements of the hospitals, and |e 
hoped he had said enough to call earnest attention both to tle 
warnings and examples afforded by the present state of the 
French hospitals. 

Mr. Grorex Gopwin, while acknowledging the value of the 
paper, as showing the disastrous state of the French bos itals, 
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hoped it would not be put forward in consequence that there 
was no necessity for making any change in English hospitals. 

Mr. CuarLes HawKrys agreed with Mr. Godwin that they 
should not relax in their exertions to improve the Londoa 
hospitals, 

!ord TALBoT DE MaLanipe said some years ago he had 
visited the Paris hospitals, but he could not agree with Mr. 
Durham that the Paris hospitals were better situated than 
those of London, as most of them were in very crowded situa- 
tions, and particularly the Hé:el Dieu. The extra mortality 
in some of these hospitals might also be accounted for. in con- 
sequence of a large number of very critical cases which were 
sent from considerable distances to have the advantage of the 
excellent me:lical staif to be found in those particular hospitals, 
That particularly applied to the Hépital de Ja Charité An- 
other point might have some effect on these statistics, on 
account of the different system upon which the Parisian hos- 
pitals were conducted as compared with those in London, inas- 
much as a variety of cases were treated in separate hospitals 
in Paris which were combined in London hospitals. 

After a few remarks from Dr, Guy and Mr, Simon, 

Mr. Pawuinson, C.E , said that when the British army was 
sent to the Crimea the hospitals there were in a notoriously 
bad state, for in the moath of March the burials were at the 
rate of from fifty to seventy a day, but within three months 
from the commencement of the sanitary arrangements those 
deaths were reduced to about five per week, which he believed 
had been arrived at by reducing the numbers in the wards, im- 
proving the ventilation, and cleansing the sewers. He strongly 
urged that there should be a perfect veutilation, that there 
should be no stagnation of air in the wards of an hospital, and 
at no time of day or night should the means of obtaining fresh 
air be stopped or closed, 

Mr. Dura having replied, thanks were voted to him for 
his paper. 

Sir Josuva Jers read a paper on the appropriation of the 
Nightingale Fund, which stated that out of the surplus of the 
Crimean fund fifteen young women had passed their proba- 
tionary examination at St. Thomas’s Hospital as nurses, nine 
of that number having obtained appointments at other hos- 
pitals, at salaries of £25 a year ; but owing to the impending 
removal of St. Thomas’s Hospital, the authorities had been 
obliged to suspend for the present their probationary examina- 
tions. 

Thanks were voted to the author of the paper. 

The Section, soon after four o’clock, adjourned until Monday. 


Monpay, Jung 9ru. 


Fc section re-assembled, Lord Talbot de Malahide in the 
ir. 

Mr. Raw tyson, C.E., read the first paper on ‘* The Prin- 
ciples of House Drainage and Town Sewerage.” In treating 
upon this subject, he said there were many difficulties to over- 
come in executing works of town sewerage, and one of the 
most formidable difficulties at present was the outlet and per- 
manent disposal of the sewage, so as not to be a cause of nui- 
sance and injury to streams, rivers, and property. In a short 
time he believed that fluid sewage would be applied direct 
to land for agricultural uses, so as to relieve towns and houses 
from that which caused disease and give life and fertility to 
the land, 

A paper by Mr. Spooner Til!, being ‘‘A Report on the 
Sewers and Sewage of Birmingham,” was also read by Mr. 
Rawlinson. 

Dr. Mitroy read a paper by Mr. Green, on ‘‘The Health 
and Mortality of Birmingham.” 

Mr. E. Cuapwick, adverting to the necessity of sanitary 
regulations, instanced the case of the town of Ely, where, in 
consequence of the improvements in drainage, which were car 
ried out under the directions of the late Dr. Peacock, Dean of 
Ely, the deaths had been reduced to one-\hird, so that it was 
equal to this happy state of things—that every third year there 
would be no deaths. 

Dr. Bapcock condemned the practice of servants being 
allowed to sleep in the basement of houses, which he con- 
sidered to be most unwholesome, and ought to be at once 
given up. 

Dr. xen remarked that there could not be a doubt as to 
the value of house drainage, and the question was not as to the 
advantages or disadvantages of drainage, but as to the carrying 
it out on the right principle. 

The Prestpent said it was not to be taken as sufficient that 
ever was always to be attributed to bad drainage. These r- 





sults were not always to be traced to sutticieat causes, and in 
some they could not be at all accounted for. In travelling in 
Italy, in certain parts of it a malarious fever always prevailed ; 
and medical men bad for ages been puzzled to acount for it, 
especially as towns in the most elevated and driest situations 
were the mos: exposed to it, Ejually strange was it, and u 
which he could speak from experience, that in those districts 
of Ireland which were wet with boys and their exhalations 
fever was almost unknown. 

Dr. MARKuAM did not think that there was a sufficient 
disiinction drawn in the case of fevers arising from «lecompo- 
sition of animal and vegetable matter and that which arose 
from crowded dwellings, That which was called typhoid fever 
had lately become a known to them, on account of the melan. 
choly death of the Prince Consort, which took place in Windsor 
Castle last December; but having, as house surgeon in Edin- 
burgh, seen cases where hundreds had died of fever, he could 
say distinctly there was not one case of typhoid fever amongst 
them, but they had died of typhus fever. Typhoid fever, 
as he had ssid, arose from the decomposition of animal and 
vegetable matter, and typbus fever from overcrowding ; and 
with respect to the death which had taken place at Windsor, 
if the truth were told, he believed it would be found that 
the death of the illustrious Prince bad arisen from defective 
drainage. 

Mr. Raw trson replied, and remarked that the fashionable 
district of Belyravia was as flat as a pancake ; the sewers were 
full of deposit, aud as to what was called the “ trapping of 
drains,” that was a complete mockery, a delusion, and a 
snare; and, were it not for the escipe of exhalations from 
a in the streets, he predicted a fearful and raging epi- 

emic. 

The thanks of the department were given to the authors of the 
papers, 

A paper was read by Mr. G. Godwin on “ The Evils of Over- 
crowding Houses.” 

The section adjourned at four o'clock. 


Tvgespay, June l0rs. 


Mr. G. Godwin read a paper ‘‘ On Overcrowding in London.” 

Dr. Miller read a paper “‘On Some of the Disadvantages 
which Aff-ct the Insane Poor,” 

Mr. Reynops said he was surprised that in the no 
reference had been made to the causes of insanity. Sir George 
Strickland stated that insanity increased with the consumption 
of tobacco, and the same view was held at the Social Science 
Congress at Glasgow last year. He concluded by expressing 
his firm conviction that insanity was owing in a great measure 
to the consumption of tobacco. 

Dr. Martin (of Warrington), quite agreed with Mr. Rey- 
nolds upon the injurious effects of tobacco. 

Dr. Lankesrer sid he felt sure that no medical man would 
at once come to the conclusion that the moderate use of tobacco 
was the cause of insanity. He stated on his professional repu- 
tation that of all narcotic substances that were used, tobacco 
was the least injurious, 

Dr. RaNDALL said there was no foundation for the state- 
ment that tobacco was the cause of insanity, although it might 
produce indigestion, as it led to diseases of stomach and 
not of the brain. 

Atter a few remarks from Dr. Miver, thanks were voted 
to him for his able paper. 

Mr. Rawlinson, C E., read a paper by W. Bullar, M.D., 
Physician to the Royal South Hants Infirmary, ‘On the 
ny from Sanitary Defaults, to Travellers in Search of 

ealth.” 

At two o'clock other business of this department was eus- 
— for a meeting of the Ladies’ Sanitary Association. The 

ord Mayor was in the chair. 

The section was most numerously attended by ladies. 

In the evening a meeting was held at Burlington House, for 
the purpose of discussing the effects of occupation on 
Mr. Simon presided. ‘ 

Dr. Greennow sail he would direct his attention prin- 
cipally to pulmonary diseases. Having given the statistics of 
these diseases, he inquired what were the causes which p 
duced them. ‘hese he classed as follows :—First, the inhali 
of an atmosphere charged with dust or other mechanical im- 
purities, Secondly, the breathing in an atmosphere of dele- 
terious gases, &c. Thirdly, the inhaling of an atmosphere 
artificially heated, and over-dried. Fourthly, the working 2 
rooms imperfectly ventilated ; and, tifthly, the injurions pos 
tion of certain classes of operatives at work, In § of 
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the cotton manufacture, the speaker said it was a rule carried 
on under arrangements calculated to preserve health, but in 
some cases it was attended by very i:jurious consequences. 
Having referred to the occupation of miners, potters, grinders, 
&c., he said the causes of the mortality were very largely pre- 
ventable, He concluded by moving the following resolution :— 
“That in the opinion of this mreting, the principle of regu- 
lating labour already adopted by the legislature in certain 
mines and factories, shoald be extende! to all other kinds of 
industrial employment where several persons are employed in 
the same factory or work-place, with the especial purpose of 
endeavouring, as far as possible, to obviate conditions danger- 
ous to the health or safety of the employed, and that the Coun- 
cil of the Association be requested to consider whether it can 
with propriety and advantage represent the importance of the 
subject to the legislature.” 

Mr. Cuartes HAWKINS ded the resolution, 

Dr. RicHaRDson was unfavourable to the interference of go- 
vernment as recommended in the resolution. 

Dr. KyLayp was also opposed to the interference of the 
government. 

Mr. Hotianp said he would extend the Factory Act, though 
not, perbaps, so far as Dr. Greenhow. 

After some further discussion, 

Dr. RicHarpson moved an amendment to the effect that 
it would be expedient for the government to issue a commission 
to inquire into the influence which occupations exercise on 
health. 

On the vote being taken, the resolution was carried by a 
majority of 1, 





Wepnespay, June l1tTH, 

Mr. W. Fairbairn presided over this department. 

Dr. Symes Prrpgavx read a paper ‘* On the Pollution of the 
Atmosphere by the Smoke of our Manufactories.” 

This subject led to a discussion, in which it was stated that 
the washing bill for the metropolis was, at the lowest estimate, 
five millions per annum ; but if the use were general of im- 
proved grates and kitchen ranges, such as those on the French 
and American principle, this great bill might clearly be re- 
duced one-half. 


Dr. Mrtroy read a paper “On the Health of the Army and 


Navy compared together.” It contained the following facts in 
reference to the two services :—In the army, in 1459, in the 
United Kingdom, the annual death rate was 8°4 in 1000; in 
the Mediterranean it was 13; in the West Indies, 17; in the 


Australian colonies, 10; and in Ceylon and China, 47°1. The 
death rate in the navy was as follows for the year iS58 :—On 
the home station, 9°6; Mediterranean, 11°]; West Indian, 
20; Australian, 7 9; and East Indiesand China, 62°5. The 
daily sick rate in the army was as follows :—United Kingdom, 
50 in 1000 ; Mediterranean, 48; West Indies, 53°55; Austra- 
lian colonies, 27 ; Ceylon and China. 99°5. The daily sick rate 
in the navy was—Home station, 53°5; Mediterranean, 45°7 ; 
West Indian, 666; Australian colonies, 42; and Kast Indies 
and China, 92. 

Mr. J.N. Rapcuirre said it was worthy of notice that Lord 
Clarence Paget, in moving the navy estimates, had stated that 
a large amount of the mortality and sickness iu ships was be 
lieved to be traceable to the want of proper ventilation bet ween 
decks. The iron plating of ships shat out the means of venti- 
lation, and the temperature between the decks of the Warrior 
was much higher than in any of the other war ships of the 
navy now in use. He thought it was urgently required that 
the attention of the Government should be drawn to the venti- 
lation of the Warrior, Black Prince, Defence, and the other 
iron-plated ships now building, or the mortality might prove 
much greater than it was at the present time. 

Mr. Ernest Hart read a paper ‘On the Sale of Poisons, 
and the Prevention of Accidental Poisoning,” in which he recom- 
mended that peculiar shaped bo'tles should be adopted for 
particular kinds of medicines, whe’ her poisonous or not, for ex 
ternal or internal application, This precaution, he believed, 
would be found most usefal, and would have prevented many 
of those accidental cases of poisoning which he enumerated, 
and which they had so much reason to deplore. 

The thanks of the sec ion were awarded to Mr. Hart for the 
valuable suggestions contained in his paper. 





Tae Opntnatmoscorr In THE DiaGnrosis or MENtN- 
ciT1s.—M. Bouchut for the first time has employed the ophthal- 
moscope in the diagnosis of tuberen'ar meningitis, with the 
most sutisfactory results.—Gaz, des Hépitauz, 
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Correspondence. 
“ Audi alteram partem.” 


PROPOSED OPERATION FOR THE REMOVAL 
OF EMBOLON IN ACUESSIBLE ARTERIES. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir, —Two interesting cases of embolon in the femoral artery 
are published in your “* Mirror” of last week: one under the 
care of Mr. Prescott Hewett, at St. George’s, and the other 
under that of Mr. Erichsen, at University College Hospital. 
In both, death by gangrene took place. In the former, ampu- 
tation of the limb was contemplated, bat not adopted ; in the 
latter it was actually put in practice. A similar case came 
under my notice some time since, in which we felt certain that 
a plug of fibrin had become impacted in the femoral artery at 
a short distance below Poupart’s ligament. To my friend who 
was with me in attendance | proposed that the following opera- 
tion for the removal and extraction of the embolon sh be 
practised :— 

Operation. —Let the trunk of the artery at the point at which 
the pulsation ceases be laid bare to the linear extent of about 
two inches; then, by means of sharp-cutting scissors (taking 
care that the point of the instrument does not displace the 
plug), let a straight longitudinal incision of the required length 
be made throu_h the coats of the vessel—thus laying open the 
tubular channel of the artery and exposing the plog, which 
now may be removed by aid of a properly constructed forceps. 
This being accomplished, the edges of the incision in the coats 
of the vessel should be accurately brought into contact, and 
held in —- by means of an appropriately contrived 
suture of silver wire. 

In our case, however, the friends would not consent to an 
operation. The patient recovered. 

I am not aware that the pro operation has been thought 
of by any surgeon. I suggest it as worthy of trial in these and 
such cases in which the artery is accessible, and the locality of 
the embolon can be determined with fair certainty. It recom- 
mends itself as a harmless measure; and offers to the sur, 

a feasible mode of restoring the tubular continuity of the vessel, 
and therefore of the current of the circulation, It is my belief 
that an incision made parallel with the axis of the vessel, 
vided the edges be carefully brought into apposition, would not 
be followed by hemorrhage. If surgeons reflect on the terrible- 
ness of the consequences which vow follow upon the plugging 
of an artery—amputation and gangrene—they will admit that 
the operation as explained is not only justifiable, but strong in 
its claims to practical adoption. 

lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Tuomas Wiutiams, M.D., F.R.S., 


Swansea, June, 1862. Physician to the Swansea Infirmary. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF SUGEONS.—ELECTION 
OF COUNCILLORS. 
To the Editor of Tusk Lancer, 


Str,—I beg leave respectfully to quote your words in Tur 
Lancet of the 31st ult., and with your permission to make a 
few comments upon them. You remark: “It is desirable in 
every point of view that country surgeons should be represented 
in the Council. reasons for this are so obvious, that it is 
unn to enlarge upon them. ‘The interests of the pro- 
fession demand that no exclusive principles should be in the 
ascendant.” Allow me, as a country Fellow, senior to some of 
the candidates who are laudably ambitious to fill the honourable 
post of Councillor, to express my entire dissent from the spirit 
of your proposition—the antagonism between London and pro- 
vincial Conncillors. I coincide in the correctness of your pre- 
vious remark, ‘“‘ That the College of Surgeons is no longer a 
London College but the College of England.” I contend that 
the hi the College shows that it bas regard alike to the 
wants claims of town and country; it is essentially one and 
undivided. To attempt, therefore, to array one section of 
Councillors against another, on the plea that rural and urban 
Councillors have clashing interests to uphold, is to assume & 
myth ora fiction which is most mischievous to the unity of 
fe-ling and action which are essential to the well-being of the 
Coll: ge. 

Whatever individual views on a given subject a Councillor 
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may entertain, it has always been the practice of the constituted 
authorities to legislate for the profession generally, and not for 
sections. I am far from approving many acts which the Council 
have committed, and many regulations they have enforced ; 
but I have never heard that the Council were influenced by 
motives which tend to separate the London and provincial 
Fellows, or to render the College less of a country than a metro- 
politan institution. 

The selection of Councillors should depend upon the fitness 
of candidates to do their duty to the profession. The Fellows 
are now called u 
a trust towards the members at large, and it is more consistent 
to banish all narrow grounds of town and country, and to take 
the broad principle fe promerten those who can best perform the 
duties of Councillor. 

What are the duties?’ They are to regulate and promote the 
education; to examine the fitness of students about to enter the 
gacred pr ts of Machaon and Podalirius; to superintend the 
Museum, and to maintain the honour and dignity of the profes- 
sion. What, then, we should inquire, are those qualifications 
and antecedents of the candidates who claim our suffrages ? 


Ist. It is necessary that a candidate should have held, or 
holds, a high position as a practical surgeon. 

2nd. That from personal experience he is well acquainted 
with the requirements of the profession. 

3rd. That he has gained a reputation in professional litera- 





ture. 
4th. That he has competientive and philosophical views in 
tion of science. 
Sth. That his conduct is irreproachable. 


These requirements embrace what probably ought to be ex 
thee t in the magnates or heads of the College. Let us apply 
tests to the respective candidates—Messrs. Cock, Bishop, 

t, and Adams. 

r. Cock is senior surgeon of Guy’s Hospital, who claims 
our entire support; he goes out by rotation, and is eligible for 
re-election. A man of higher attainments as a surgeon, an 
conduct as a gentleman, does not exist. 

Mr. Bishop was once on the Council; he was rejected at the 
last election, Mr. Fergusson having been elected in his place. 

Mr. Paget is senior surgeon to the Leicester Infirmary—a 
comparatively small field of practical surgery, with no school 
= orien attached; and never acc to the teaching 

ine of pupils, 

ee See | is senior surgeon to the London Hospital, con- 
taining nearly five hundred beds; he has been attached to that 
institution for more than thirty years—an institution which 
enjoys the advantage of an field of surgical practice ; 
sbe has been a successful teacher of anatomy and surgery in its 
medical school for many years ; and has coatributed largely to 
various journals, and to the Cy ‘clopa’ dia of Todd and Bowman. 

Such are the reapective qualifications of the several candi- 
dates. 

If, therefore, long experience in tuition, a high position in 

. surgical practice, and an enlarged acquaintance with the con- 
dition and requirements of the prof are to a 
selection of the right man in the right place, it must be con- 
ceded that Mr. Adams has very strong claims for the honour 
he solicits; and the election should rest entirely on the merits 
of the candidates, and not on the circumstance whether a man 
lives in town or country. Palmam qui meruit ferat. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, yours obediently, 
Tune, 1862. 4 Country Fs.iow. 











A MEDICAL CANDIDATE FOR THE CIVIL 
PENSION LIST. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Simr,—I do not know how far Dr. George Day has been 
valued at St. Andrews University, bat I perfectly recollect the 
Fegret, not to say disappointment, expressed by his brother 
practitioners in town when he relinquished his chances of fame 
and fortune as consulting physician here for what they con- 
sidered the scanty provision of a St. Andrews professorship. 
Being both admired and esteemed, he was held to stand very 
high for future success. Under the circumstances which have 
been already stated in your pages, the readjustment of his in- 
‘come through the Civil List seems an act too consistent with 
her Majesty’s traits of bounty to leave any doubt as to an ap- 
plication being well received, if made through proper channels, 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 


June, 1862. A Loxpon PRACTITIONER. 


n to exercise their franchise in the spirit of 





DISPENSING OF POISONS. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancet. 


Sirn,—The deaths which have lately occurred through the 
careless administration of linimeuts instead of medicine hay. 
induced me to bring under the notice of all dispensers, through 
the medium of your widely circulated journal, a simple and 
most inexpensive expedient which may be adopted in almost 
every case of dispensing a liniment, laudanum, or other liquid 
poisons, and which would entirely prevent such an accident. 

The plan is to ap 7 to the mouth of the bottle, before cork. 
ing, a diaphragm of cork about one sixth of an inch in thick. 
ness, perforated by a hole one-sixth of an inch in diameter, (p 
corking, this will be pushed well into the neck by the cork, 
When the cork is removed, the fluid can only be poured out in 
drops, which may be accelerated by gently shaking the bottle, 
The perforated diaphragms may be obtained of Mr. Thorpe, 
cork manufacturer, No, 11, Little Cambridge-street, Hackney. 
road, 1 enclose specimens, and also a bottle of liniment pare 
as sent out, J am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Piccadilly, June, 1862. WituiaM Fuuurr, MRCS. 





TOTAL ABSENCE OF THE LEFT MAMMARY 
GLAND FROM NON.DEVELOPMENT. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Srr,—I have been induced to send you a brief account of the 
following case, believiag it to be of rare occurrence :— 

On the Ist of May I was called upon to attend Mrs. R——, 
aged twenty-two, in her first labour. When all was over, her 
mother mentioned to me that she had but one breast. On ex- 
amining my a. I could not find the slightest trace of the 
gland, the ribs being in fact less covered than usual in conse- 
quence of the imperfect development of the pectoral muscle; a 
small pimple represented the nipple. During her pregnancy 
this rudimentary nipple had increased in size, and 
painful. Her mother became acquainted with the fact that she 
had bat one breast about three weeks after her birth, the nurse 
not liking to inform her before, ‘The circumstance was then 

told to her surgeon, who gave it as his opinion that it might 

et be developed at the age of puberty. Her mother attri 
net this Seton to her having been frightened when she was 
in her third month of pregnancy by a woman who called at the 
door and exposed the maths Lefs t by the removal of her left 
breast for cancer. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Freperic Pavitt, M_R.C.S, 

Frederick-street, Sunderland, June, 1862. 

P.S.—I should state, that Mrs, R—— is (with the exception 
of a slight narrowness of the chest) well formed. 


Mic Be, 


Royat Cottrez or Surcrons or Enctanp.—The 
following gentlemen, having undergone the necessary exami- 
nations for the diploma, were admitted Members of the College 
at a meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 10th inst. :— 

Ashford, John Wilson, Miochies, {eater 
Bradley, Samuel Messenger, Manchester. 
Carr, Copley Jabez, iver, — 
Close, Charies Stratherne, Dubl: 
Dias-Bandarnayke, Abraham Willem, Coenen, Ceylon. 
Edger, Warren, Kirkby-St , Westmorlan 
Fernandes, Albert Luis, Sandal Magna, Yorkshire, 
Harkin, John, Omagh. 
Hawkin:, Robert Richards, Martin’s-town, Dorsetshire. 
Hont, Thomas, Hampstead. 
Jefferson, Thomas devine, Market-Weighton, Yorkshire. 
Lint wend N me  aGbeepshiee. 

ndop, John Cramp, Newport, 
Madden, Thomas More, Dublin. 
M'‘Diarmid, Albert, Rochester er. 
O'Sullivan, Edward, Milleove, Berehaven, Co. Antrim, 
Rawlins, William Peter, Kentish-town. 
a Thomas, Chestertield, Eeveetine. 

Wallace, Arthur Kennedy, Dublin. 


Avorugcartss’ Hatt.—The following evotionen yon 
their examination in the and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the Sth inst. :— 


Bradley, Samuel M , Victoria-park, Manchester, 
De thenodore, Camden-street South, 
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Prater, Charies Augustus, Thomas-street, Woolwich, 
Rutherford, Samuei, Pulborough, Sussex. 

Sweeting, Richard, Nassau, New Providence, Bahamas, 
Taylor, Charles, Shrubland-grove, Dalston. 

Taylor, John Oliver, Ceylon. 

Venning, Edmund, General Hospital, Bristol. 


The following gentleman also on the same day passed his 
frst examination :-— 
Parks, Charles Holman, Steeven’s Hospital. 


Campetpcr Untversiry.—At a Congregation held on 
the Sth inst., the following degrees were conferred :— 
Licestiates In Mepicinz, 
Haslewood, FP, 13., Clare College. 
Graham, John, Ch~ist’s College. 
Suepp, Charles B., Caius College. 
Bacon ry Mepicrive. 
Phillipson, George Hare, Caius College. 

The portions of the classical authors selected by the Board of 
Medical Studies for examination in the ensuing academical year 
are— Hippocrates: the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th sections of the 
Aphorisms. Areteus: “On the Causes and Symptoms of 
Chronic’ Diseases;” the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, Sth, 6th, and 7th 
chapters of the first book. Celsus: the Ist and 2nd books, 

Mevtzovurane University.—' he Council of this Univer- 
sity propose to appoint a Professor of Anatomy, Physiology, 
and Pathology, during the present year. The salary will be 
£1000 a year, with residence. The Professor will be required 
to devote his time exclusively to his duties in the University, 
and will not be allowed to practise. 

Tue Lectrvrss at Tas Cotiece or Svurerons.—These 
lectures will be resumed on Tuesday next, by Prof. Gulliver, 
who will deliver six lectures in continuation of his course on 
the Blood of Vertebrata. 


Tae Forneroiti1an Gotp Mepat.—The subject for 
this honorary distinction for 1863, is ‘‘ The Morbid Anatomy of 
the Human Lung;” for 1864, *‘ Ovarian Diseases and their 
Treatment,” 

Ovontotoesicat Society or Lonpon.—A gold medal 
is offered by this Society, to be given to the author of the best 
paper on the “ Pathology of Dental Caries.” 

Royat Mruitary Cotitger, Sanpuurst.—Additional 
buildings will shortly be erected in connexion with the hospital 
of this College. 

Heatte or Sypyey, New Sovrn Wates.—The infant 
mortality this season has been nearly nineteen per cent. below 
that of previous years, 

Sanitary Measures 1n Bertin.—The Berlin Board of 
Health have sent a deputation toe England to study the sewerage 
systems of London and the principal towns. 

Tue City or Lonpon Hospitat ror Diseases oF THE 
—— oes Philip Van der Wail has bequeathed £500 to this 

tal, 


A new Remepy ror Osgsiry.—Dr. Duchesne recom- 
mends as a remedy for obesity the fucus vesiculosus, which he 
has used with suecess,—Arch, Gén. de Méd. 

New Test ror Morruia.— M. Lefort reports, in the 
Repertoire de Pharmacie, that caustic ammonia affords a test 
for morphia with a degree of certainty hitherto unknown. 

New Barracks at Gravesenp have been built with 
especial regard to all improvements of a sanitary nature, and 
include a most convenient hospital, with all requisite appoint- 
ments, 

Rapcurrre Inrigmany, Oxrorp.—Mr. Combe, printer 
to the University, has offered to build a new chapel to this in- 

i i The Committee have accepted 


CuotgRa.—Further advices report the diminution of this 
disease at the Mauritius, The mortality is, however great.— 
It is reported by the Bombay Gazette that cholera exists in many 
parts of India, 

; aaa Kipney.—Dr. Packard exhibited at the Patho- 

i iety, Philadelphia, a i taken from a 
os the left kidney Sonteadiod eneuemaaaae a 
wholly wanting. 

Royat Cottscr or Puysicrans.—The President and 
Fellows held one of their sessioval soirées with the intention of 

distinguished forei now in attend- 
ance on the Social Science Association, Congrés de Bien- 

and oper ccnp po ores hes very nume- 
interest were exhibited. 





Porsonous Parer-nanocines Supersepsp.—The dis- 
covery of a beautiful green made of sulphate of aniline and 
petric acid, digested in spirit of naphtha, provides a perfect and 
harmless substitute for the arsenical green colour.—Builde. 

Diseasep Meat. — During the last three months 
143,934 lbs. of putrid and diseased meat have been seized in the 
City markets, and it is feared this is a very small proportion of 
the whole that is brought into London. 

Pgrroteum.—There are now nearly five hundred oil- 
wells in the neighbourhood of Oil Creek, Pennsylvania. The 
daily flow amounts to nearly six thousand barrels. The value 
at the wells is about one dollar per barrel. 

Tae New Bawrrsaree Lusxatic Asytum.—The plans 
given in by Messra, A. and W. Reed, Elgin, for this bmiding 
have been selected by the General Board of Lunacy. It is to 
be built by tender as soon as possible. 


Curious Discovery.—At Bridgnorth a few days ago 
the skeleton of (as is presumed) one of the monks of the order 
of Grey Friars was discovered in a rude sarcophagus cut out of 
the rock. It is believed to be about six hundred years old. 


Erection or Honorary Members or tHe Roya 
ACADEMY oF Mepicine or Brussers. —The following honorary 
foreign members were lately elected :—l. M. Ricord, Paris ; 
2. Marion Sims, New York ; 3. Stilling Cassell, (Germany) ; 
4. Stromeyer, Hanover. 

Parasites 1n tar Lunes or Surer.—The Bath and 
West of England Agricultural Society have offered a prize of 
£35 for the best essay ‘‘ On Parasites in the Lungs of Sheep.” 
A farther sum is to be devoted to the acquisition of competent 
professional assistance. 

Tue Rovat Inrirmary, Anerperx.—We regret to 
learn that the funds of this institution are in a languishing con- 
dition, The managers have been obliged to reduce the dietary 
of the patients, and seriously to interfere with the salaries of 
the officers. 

Femace Mepicat Lectvress.—Mrs. Fowler, of New 
York, who has studied Medicine in that city, proposes, imme- 
diately after the Social Science Congress, to commence a-course 
of lectures. to women on Physiology, and other subjects con- 
nected with the study and practice of Medicine. 

Tue Guiascow Facutry or Mepictne have appointed 
a Committee to examine into the affairs of the Faculty, with a 
view to extend its usefulness. The obstacles which oppase 
themselves to students on their entrance into practice will be 
considered, with a view to their removal. 

Houmaw Fossit. Remains ry» Doraam.—A human skull 
and many bonesof animals have been diseovered in the Heathery’ 
Burn Cave, Stanhope, Durham. This discovery would indicate 
the existence of man in that locality at a period long antecedent 
to the known historical age. 

Mepicat Mew 1x Scortaxp.—On the authority of Dr. 
Dick, it is stated that there are 1560 medical men im Scotland, 
of whom probably not more than 300 are feilows of any Faculty, 
Of the 250 practising in Glasgow not more than one-half belong 
to either of the Faculties. 

Syxrroms oF Porsontve From gaTING Honey —Dr. 
George Bidie, of Mysore, E.1., relates that he ate, for several 
mornings successively, a small portion of honey produced by 
the native bee. This was followed by symptoms strongly in- 
dicative of poison, and by an exanthematous eruption. 

Revaccrxation amone THe New York Stars Troops: 
—It has been ordered by the authorities that every soldier 
should be vaccinated before leaving the State. !he vaccine 
virus required is farnished gratuitously by the Eastern Dis- 
pensary of New York. 

Execrnicrry appirep as 4 Stimutant 1n THe Forma- 
TION OF M1rx.—M. Furnier re in the Gas. des Hépitauz, 
a case in which the application ee om the emaent 

oung woman, viously quite i empty, 
tbodemation ed sail pee Be ne eens ~ infant. 

Tar Rovat Cottece or Surerons or Epixevrcn 
AND THE MrpicaL Councit.—At a meeting of the Royal Col- 

of Edinburgh, held on the 6th inst., the fol- 
Dr. Struthers, and ae 
—-1. the - 
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Council. That the College regrets this proceediny on the part 
of the General Medical Council as unjust to this College, which 
has hitherto adopted all the recommendations of the General 
Medical Council in the faith that the Council would not fail to 
show a determination to require their adoption by other licens- 
ing bodies, and as tending to discourage this College in its 
efforts to raise the standard of preliminary and professional 
education. 2. That it be remitted to the President’s Council 
to consider what alterations of the present regulations of the 
Colleye are demanded in consequence of the position in which 
the College is placed by the recent proceedings of the General 
Medical Couneil, and to report to the College without delay. 


Burtats Bitt.—Sir M. Petos Burial Bill has been 
considerably altered by the select committee. A clause has 
been added, providing that where a public cemetery contains 
**both consecrated and unconsecra’ed ground,” this Bill is 
not to authorize the use of a new burial service in the con- 
secrated ground, 


Yettow Frver.—At the meeting of the Epidemio-. 
logical Society held on the 2nd instant, Dr. Babington in the 
chair, a paper was read on the Prevalence of Yellow Fever in 
Her Majesty’s Ships in the West Indics, communicated by Dr. 
Slayter. (An abstract will be published in an early number of 
this journal.) 

Tue Lusacy Recutation Act.—From the passing of 
this Act in 1853 down to the end of April last, there have been 
575 inquiries in cases of lunacy; but in only 21 of them was 
there a trial by jury. Of these last, 12 trials occupied one day 
each ; 3 took two days each; 3, five days; 1, nine days; and 1 
monster case, thirty-four days. 

Tae Saerrietp Cemetery Disturbances. — Isaac 
Howard, the sexton of Wardsend Cemetery, Sheffield, has been 
apprehended, and is now in custody under remand until Friday, 
the magistrates having declined to admit him to bail. For 
damage done to his property by the moh, who set fire to his 
house, Howard claims from the county £376. 

Lanore Mepicat Cottece.—The second annual exa- 
mination was held on the 7th of April. ‘There were seven 
students in the English, and forty seven in the Hindustani 
class. Thus far the College has been a success. It is remark- 
able that, in every province of India, caste offers no obstacle to 
the necessary dissection of the human body in the course of 
collegiate training. 

Tae Winv.—Professor Airy has observed some curious 
facts respecting the direction of the wind, It seems that there 
are only eight points of the compass from which the wind ever 
blows steadily for any length of time—namely, the S.S. W., the 
W.S. W., a point between the W. and N. W., another between 
the N. and E., another between the E. and S.S. W., the N., the 
W., and the E. The wind never blows directly from the south. 


Scientific Hospitatity.—The English chemists en- 
tertained the chemical jurors and other distinguished chemists, 
at present visiting London, at a banquet, given at the Tra- 
falgar, Greenwich, on Tuesday evening last. The chair was 
taken by Dr. Hof , President of the Chemical Society. 
Professor Faraday, the Master of the Mint, and numerous 
other eminent cultivators of science bled to do h to 
their guests, 

Post-Orrice Canptpatrs —The medical officer of the 
London Post office states that the candidates who present them- 
selves to him for examination are, as a whole, much below the 
medium height, strength, and physique generally. Of 367 
candidates in 1861 for the situation of letter-carrier, messenger. 
porter, and labourer, he found the average circumference of the 
chest, after expiration, only 314 inches. In a considerable 
number, the expansion of the chest on inspiration was but one 
inch. The average strength was 289 lbs., the strongest raised 
450 lbs. The candidates varied in age between sev: nteen and 
thirty-seven; the average height was five feet six inches and a 
half, and the average weight, nine stone six pounds, 


Save or Strycunine.—The ease with which compounds 
containing strychnine are obtainable by the public is com- 
mented on by the Morning Post of Thursday last. In treating 
of the evidence already adduced in reference to the Ludgate- 
hill tragedy, it remarks:—‘* All doubts as to the capability of 
absorption without change by the alkaloid strychnine must be 
considered as affirmatively answered now, if the chemical 
evidence tendered be reliable. Not only was strychnia disco- 
vered in the unfortunate children’s stomachs and intestines, 
but in the liver and other viscera, The case, we repeat, is 
pe extraordinary. It marks an epoch in toxicological science, 
and will not fail to be studied as it deserves.” 








Tag Councin or tar Cottece or SurGeons op 
ExcLanp, AnD Mr. Wak tey.—It is but a just tribute to the 
memory of the late Mr. Wakley, to state that to his ex raordi- 
nary energy and indomitable perseverance, to his tact and 
ability, the members of the medical profession in this country 
are principally indebted for the great reforms that have been 
promoted in the medical corporations of the United Kingdom, 
but more especially in England, and to those efforts of Mr, 
Wakley the public at large owe a deep obligation for the great 
services rendered by him to promote a more efficient system of 
medical education, thereby securing more competent practi- 
tioners, to whose care might be entrusted with greater safety 
the limbs and lives of Her Majesty's subjects. In none of the 
medical corporations of Engiand have the results of Mr, 
Wakley’s labour shown g:eater evidence of improvement than 
in the College of Surgeons, At the commencement of his 
career that institution was governed by a clique of the most 
narrow and selfish character. No matter what might have 
been the abilitixs or claims to public confidence of a surgeon in 
those days, unless be obtained by cringing sycophancy and 
the sacrifice of all independence the favour of those in power, 
there was no hope of his ever obtaining rank in his own Col- 
lege, the Council of which was self-elected. they in turn elect- 
ing only from their own body the Court of Examiners, the only 
office of emolument, After twenty years of laborious exertion 
on the part of Mr. Wakley, an instalment of reform was re- 
luctantly consented to by the then Council of the College, which 
to a limited extent recognised the principle of representation, 
This year the retirement of Sir Benjamin Brodie, as well as 
the melancholy death of Mr. Stanley and another, members 
of Council, have caused three vacancies, for which there are 
already four candidates in the field—viz., Mr. Paget, of Lei- 
cester; Mr. John Adams; Mr. Teale, of Leeds; and Mr, 
Bishop, of London ; and it will be the duty of the fellows of 
the College to second those whose positions and attainments 
are worthy of recognition. The three first-named gentlemen 
have already received considerable support, and no doubt, we 
believe, exists as to the certainty of their election. — The 
Observer. 

Presentation oF A TestrmontaAL TO Proresson 
BentLey.—On Monday, May the 19th, a considerable number 
of the present as well as former students, met at the house of 
the Society, for the purpose of presenting Professor Bentley 
with a testimonial, consisting of a handsome salver, claret jug, 
and cups, in silver, The salver bore the following in<cription : 
** Presented to Robert Bentley, F.L.S., Professor of Botany, 
by 57 students of the Pharmaceutical Society.” The testi- 
monial was accompanied by an illuminated address on vellum 
to the following effect, and bore 157 names :—‘* To Robert 
Bentley, M.R.C.S., F L.S., Professor of Botany and Materia 
Medica to the Pharmacentical Society of Great Britain, The 
accompanying testimonial is presented by the following pre- 
sent and former students of the Pharmaceutical Society, in 
appreciation of his zeal and ability as a teacher, and as an ex- 
pression of personal respect and esteem.” Mr, Samuel Gale, 
an early pupil, acted as chairman on the occasion; and the 
proceedings were very pleasantly terminated by a supper to 
which the Professor was invited. 


A Votunteer Corps nearLy Porsonrp.—Considerable 
excitement was caused in Skipton on Tuesday, by the ramoured 
poisoning of nearly forty members of the Burley Volunteer 
Corps. It appears that the corps visited Skipton on that 
day, and on their arrival, between forty and fifty partook of 
bread and cheese. They were subsequently seized with vio- 
lent pains, and the symptoms of poisoning, and about twenty 
of the cases assumed a serious character, The greater number 
of the men, however, afterwards rallied, and, with the excep- 
tion of four, were enabled to return to their homes, The four 
are expected to recover, but the state of two causes some 
anxiety. The cheese is reported to have been American, 


Birpo-Murper.—This question has become one for the 
public journals, A ‘* Country Parson” says—‘‘ In many of our 
midland parishes 3d. a dozen is paid for sparrows’ heads out of 
the church-rate. Of course, it is quite an illegal item, and the 
rate could not be enforced from anyone who thought it worth 
while to refuse payment. This encouragement to ‘bird- 
murder’ may very easily be puta stop to by any ratepayer 
either refusing to pay the rate, or insisting on the item of 
‘ bird- money’ being strack out of the charchwarden’s accounts 
when they are brought forward for auditing at the Easter 
meeting.” ‘* A Lawyer” says,—‘‘It may be true enough 

the birds do harm, that is, they consume fruit and grain them- 
selves; but the harm they do is less, the grain and fruit they 








consume are less, than what would have to be placed to the 
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debit of the insects were they not kept in check and put down 
by the feathered police. An untledged policeman is an evil in 
that he is a non-productive labourer, consuming without pro 
ducing anything; but he is a less evil than the evils he ob- 
viates. So with the feathered police. If man could annihilate 
the insects and grubs, caterpillars and slugs, the snails and the 
animated blight that infest every spot where vegetable food of 
any kind is in process of production, then we might have no 
peed of the birds; but at present they are our goud and useful 
friends,” 

Sewace or Towns.—The Select Committee (Mr. 
Brady’s) on the Sewage of Towns, have agreed to the follow- 
ing first report :—1l. That careful and correct experiments are 
necessary to elucidate the value of sewage, and the best mode 
of applying it. 2, That such experiments have been carried 
on at Raghy by the Commission appointed to inquire into the 
best mode of distributing the sewage of towns, and applying it 
to beneticient and profitable use, 3. That it is desirable that 
these experiments shall be continucd during the present year. 


Exptosion at a Caemist’s.—On Saturday morning last 
a terrific explosion occurred on the premises of Mr. Boor, 
chemist, 55, Bishopsgate-street. It is believed to have been 
caused by a lucifer match falling on some phosphorus in the 
basement. The premises are entirely destroyed, and many of 
the adjoining houses injured. We lament to say that two 
lives were lost. 


Taz Heattn or tae Empress or Avsraia.—The 
Empress is now at Reichenan, whither Dr, Fischer, of Manich, 
has been sent to hold a consultation with several eminent phy- 
sicians. Great uneasiness is felt respecting the august patient ; 
and much surprise has been excited among the public that Drs. 
Appolzer and Skoda were not requested to join in the above- 
mentioned consultation. The fact is that it is freely men- 
tioned that Skoda’s di is was suspected to be incorrect. 
The Bavarian physician, Fischer, and his colleagues, have _ 
to send the Empress, this summer, to Kissingen. The Wiener 
Med. Woch. of the 3 st ult., contains a very sensible article 
on the subject, in which Skoda’s character is vindicated, These 
transactions show, at all events, that, as to fickleness, exalted 
patients are often the worst, 


Commerctat Retations witn Itary. — Drvues.—A 
report on this subject was read at the meeting of the council 
of the Liverpool Chamber of C ce lately. It stated that 
the export duty was a matter of great complaint on the part 
of firms engaged in the sulphar trade, and acted very mate- 
rially against the consumption of the article in England, inas- 
much as Spanish and other pyrites, containing a large quantity 
of sulphur, could be imported at less cost. It was the opinion 
of the committee that a low rate of duty on the following arti- 
cles would be most productive to the exchequer of the Italian 
Government :—Soda ash, crystals of cle, Vieediies powder 
and chloride of lime, bicarbonate of soda, caustic soda, sulphate 
of soda, sulphate of alumina, chlorate of potash, Epsom salts. 
The committee recommended the appointment of specially qua- 
lified commissioners to arrange (as in the case of the French 
treaty) the treaty between Great Britain and Italy. 


A Present From THE Emperor or THE FRENCH TO 
Dr. ALEXANDER. — Some months back M. Thouvenal, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs at Paris, forwarded through the Count de 
Flahault, Ambassador at the English Court, to Dr. E. W. 
Alexander, formerly Colonial-Surgeon at St. Helens, a hand- 
some enamelled gold snuff box, from the Emperor of the 
French, with his Majesty’s cypher engraved thereon, as a 
mark of his esteem, for Dr. Alexander’s disinterested atten- 
tion and kindness at all times (as expressed in the letter of M. 
Thouvenal, accompanying the present), not only to the French 
officers and soldiers ed to the mission at Longwood, but 
also to those Frenchmen who became patients in the Civil 
Hospital during their stay at St, Helena. Dr. Alexander 
resigned his appointment at St. Helena about a year ago. 


Coneres INTERNATIONAL DE Brenraisance,—The Con- 
greés resumed its session on Tuesday morning at Burlington 
House, Piccadilly, M. le Vicomte A. de Melun presiding, in 
the absence of Lord Shaftesbury, the president of the year. 
M. Ducpitiaux, the originator of the Congrds, read in French, 
and Mr. Hammack in lish, the minutes of the last meeting. 
Mr. Eilert Sundt, delegate from the Norwegian Government, 
then read what was called a “ Report on the Civil and Social 
Condition of Norway,” and stated that the average duration 
oflife in Norway, was 43 years for males and 44 for females. Ina 
discussion which followed, Ur. Farr rejoiced to learn that 
Sanitary operations were in progress in France, and that boards 
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of health were in course of establishment there. The same 
complaint seemed to exist in France as in tngland of the 
neglect to provide dwellings for the where masses of low 
neighbourhoods were ouert away to make room for tial 
improvements, Great differences of opinion existed in France, 
as in England, as to the interference of the Government with 
charitable institutions. M. Meluan deprecated all interference ; 
but he (Dr. Farr) doubted whether it might not be desirable 
that charitable institutions should be subjected to a regular 
audit of their accounts, Other papers not having a medical 
bearing followed, and M. in, of Paris, wound up the 
proceedings of the day by reading a paper on the Langage 
Mimique of the Deaf and Dumb.” 








MEDICAL VACANCIES. 


Turus is a vacancy in the Honorary Medical Staff of the Royal Pimlico 
Dispensary consequent u the death of Mr. Edgcumbe. 

A vacancy has occu for a Dispenser to the Royal Portsmouth, Portsea, 
and Gosport Hospital. 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


De. H. G. Surrow has been elected Assistant-Physician to the Metropolitan 
Free |, Devonshire-square. 

Dr. W. T. Coster, late Surgeon to St. Pancras npnes and Workhouse, 
has been appointed Resident Medical Officer to the Ceutral London District 
School at Hanwell, vice Dr. Goodchild, resigned. 

Mr. C. J. Hawkins has been appointed Surgeon to the Cheltenham General 
Hospital, vice Dr. A. Eves, resigned. 

Mr. B. Cal has been appuinted Surgeon, pro. tem., to the City Gaol, 
Cante , Vice Dr. T, Andrews, resigned. 

Dr. H. er hos been appointed one of the Public Vaccinators for Peter- 
borough, in the room of Mr. W. G. Porter, retired. 

Dr. T. L. Mackesy has been elected President, and Dr. Colles, Vice-President, 
of the or College of Surgeons, Ireland. 

Dr. J. J. Cregreen bas been appointed Consulting Physician to the United 
Kingdom Ship Owning Company. 

. W. Turner has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator for 
the Stickney District of ihe Spilsby Union, Lincolnshire, vice Mr. G. Moss, 


Mr. C. M. Vowell has been appointed substitute for Dr. H. Bird, as Medical 
Officer to the Chel:enham Union Workhouse, in the absence of the latter from 
iilness or yther cause. 

Mr. T. A. Bowen has been appointed House-Surgeon to the Birmingham 
and Midland tye Hospital. 

Mr. E. R. Floyd has been appointed Medica) Officer to the Street sary 
District of the Granard Union, Co. ford, ana Medical Officer to the Con- 
stabulary, Edgeworthstown-street, anu howen, Co, Longford, 

Mr. L. R Reymond has been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
nator for the Belibroughton District of the Bromsgrove Union, Worcester- 


shire. 

Mr. R. Craven has been appointed Medical Officer to the Southport Con- 
valescent Hospital and Sea-bathing Infirmary. 

Mr. J, Macvey has been appointed Medica! Officer to the Moira District, in 
the Lurg n Union, 

Mr. J. Ireland has been elected Medical Officer to the Union Workhouse, 
Stourbridge, Worcestershire. 





Births, Blarriages, m Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
On the Ist inst., at Boulogne-sur-Mer, the wife of Alexander Munro, M.D., 


of a son. 

On the 4th inst., at Monmouth-road, Bayswater, the wife of Frederic Harvey, 
Esq., Staff Surgeon, Royal Navy, of a daughter. 

Un the 5th inst., at Pontypridd, South Wales, the wife of Robert C. Hunter, 
Esq., M.B.U.S., of a daughter. 

On the 6th inst., at Chichester, the wife of C. Sturges Jones, Esq., M.R.C.8., 
of a son. 

On the 7th inst., at Westbourne- park-terrace, the wife of Frederick Cock, 
M.D., of a son, 


MARRIAGES, 


On the 10th of April, at Cannanore, East Indies, M. C, Furnell, Eeq., Zillah 
Surgeon, of Tellicherry, to Frances Emily, youngest daughter of R. Laughton, 
Esq., late of the H.E.1. Bengal Medical Service. 

On the 7th inst., at the Parish Church, St. Mary, Islington, Robert Lamb, 
Esq., M.R.C.S., to Sarah Elizabeth, eldest daugh of the late J. B, Beck, 
Esq., M.B.CS., of Keighley. 





DEATHS. 


ill-grove, near Wells, J. W. Moss, M.D., aged 59. 
Clevedon, Charles Thomas Coathupe, Esq. M.R.C.S., 


an accident, Sarah, the wife of John Hanmer 
Ashton, i and mother of Charles 


tage, 
late Sir Charles Bell, M.D., aged 51. 
\- Camberwell, George Rogers, M.D., 


Edward Knight, M.B,Cantab., Magistrate 


he 9th inst., at Staffo 


and Deputy Lieutenant for the ty of Stafford. 
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. Marx’s Hosrrran vor Frervta AND OTHER 
Deszases or tae Recto. 1} Pm. 
Rovat Faxe Hoserrac.—vVperations, 2 r.« 
Merrorourtmans Fass Hosrrray. — 
2 PM. 
(Roya Grooraratcat Soctrty.—8} P.x. 


(sms Hosprrat.—Operations, 1} Poa. 





MONDAY, Juve 16 ...... lene. 


Westminster Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 P.. 

Rovat Cot-ees ov SurGsows or Ewotanv.— 
4 vm. Professor Gulliver, “On the Blood of the 
Vertebrata.” 

Erayotoercat Socrery.—8 p.a. Mr. John Craw- 
fard, “On Colour as a Test of Race.” — Mr, R. 
8. Poole, “On Egyptian Ethnology.” 


Mrppiesex Hosrrrau.—Operations, 1 p.m. 

Sr. Many’s Hoserrau.—Operations, | P.. 

Universiry Cotuses Hosertat. — Operations, 
2 PM. 

Roya. Osrsorapro Hosrrrat. — Operations, 2 


TUESDAY, Juz 17. 


WEDNESDAY, Juxz 18 


P.M. 
Grovoercat Society or Lorpoy.—8 P.M. 


(Sr. Gronrer’s Hosprtat.—Operations, | p.m. 
Czwteat Loypow Ormreatmic HosrrraL. — 
Operations, 1 Pp... 
Lonpow Hosprrai.—Operetions, 14 P.a. 
Gaxat Noerusan Hosrrtat, Kine’s Cross.— 
Operations, 2 P.a. 
Lowpow Sureicat Home.—Operations, 2 p.m. 
West Lowpen Hosprtay.— perations, 2 p.m. 
Royat CoLtuses or Surezoss oF Eneitanxp.— 
4p.u. Professor Gulliver, “On the Blood of the 
. Vertebrata.” 


Wesruivstsr Orutraatmic Hosrrrar. — Opera- 
tions, 14 Pp... 

(37. Taomas’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 1 P.x. 

Sr. Barrmoromew's Hosrrtay.—Vperations, 1} 


P.M. 
Kine’s Cottres H —Operations, 14 P.™. 
SATURDAY, Juwx 21... Crazmve-cross Hosrrtay.—Overations, 2 ?.x. 
Royat Cottees or Suresons or Enwetanp.— 
Professor Gulliver, “ On the Blood of the 


THURSDAY, Junz 19 ...- 


FRIDAY, Juxz 20 








Eo Correspondents. 


<dnxious.—Deeply sympathizing as we do with the unfortunate position of our 
correspondent, we regret to say that there appears to be no prospect of 
giving him any advice which may help him to improve his condition. Our 
profession is unfortnnately so constituted, that men of merit are occa- 
sionally prevented from taking that position to which they are justly en- 
titled. We would willingly place the case of “ Anxious” before the readers 
of Tae Lanczr if such a proceeding could possibly be attended with any 
good result. But instances of similar hardships are so common, tha’ it 
would be vain to,expect that any benefit could arise from giving publicity 
to his unfortunate situation. It may, however, be consolatory to inform 
«‘ Anxious” that some of the members of our profession who have risen to 
deserved eminence were subjected in their early career to great and appa- 
rently overwhelming privations. We advise him, therefore, not to despair. 
Perseverance and good conduct may yet succeed in obtaining for him the 
respectable position which he is desirous to occupy. If the avenues to suc- 
cess are beset with more difficulties than forme: ly, those diffieuities are to 
besurmounted. At all events it is clear that the recent “ regulations” offer a 
premium to industry and talent. If the path has become narrower and more 
thorny, such men as our correspondent are more likely to succeed in over- 
coming the obstacles which have to be encountered. 

Mr. Chambers—There are many institutions of the kind. The Coppice at 
Nottingham, we believe, receives such patients. 

©. C.—It is quite possible, At a late meeting of the Obstetrical Society, Dr. 
Tanner alluded to a case which went to establish the fact, that a married 
woman may conceive, may go to the full term of gestation, and may be in 
labour for several hours, without having any suspicion that she is pregnant. 


Tus Mxprcat Councit axyp Mepicat StvpEnrts. 

To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
‘ad to notice in your last impression that your powerfal aid 
had been sought on the subject of “ Calomel’s” letter. I feel sure that his 
case is that of a large number, as it is mine. I cannot help thinking that it is 
a manifest injustice that a man who has been articled before the alterations in 
the curricula cf study had been, if not contemplated, at all events put into 
force, should be subject to those alterations. | was some time previous 
to 1858, and have been in attendance at a large provincial hospital for nearly 
two years. An additional four a oe cannot fail to be to a —_ — 
oppressive, particular! after a hard-worked apprenticeship. bot 
hesitate to say that phew w with ease have passed the prelimi examina- 
tions when fresh from school. I should have 1 retty considerable uity in 
doing so now. I trust you will exert your powerful influence in removing, or 
at all events alleviating, these (what I cannot bat consider) unjust 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
June, 1862, Cosrostvs SuBLEIMATE. 


Srr,—I was 





M.R.C.P. Lond, has just cause for animadvertiog on the circular of Mr. Hare, 
of Langham-place. We have no desire to speak with undue severity of 
Mr. Hare's mode of proceeding; but we may express our regret that he 
should have adopted the most objectionable form of circular in question, 
We have no doubt that Mr. Hare is actuated by the purest mot ves; bat i: 
would be well if he took a more legitimate mode for promulgating his 
claims on the consideration of those who may require his assistance. Such 
a system may admit of excuse ; but we cannot exonerate him eutirely from 
a desire to make that charity the most imperative which “ begins at home,” 

L. B.—We know nothing of the person named, nor of his work. 

Dubious,—The name is not to be found either in the Register or the Medie: 
Directory. 

Mercury rm Syrururs. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sre,—Feeling the importance of the present subject, I again to reply to 
Mr. Weeden Cook. : . bes ' 

He says my first ease, J. S——, is vaguely deseribed as syphilis, although he 
concedes that it might be a case of syphilitic periostitis. Now, I teel excess. 
ingly grateful for this unlooked-for concession on his part, although I did 
mention that the primary symptoms (expressly ioning ind ) 
disappeared. How | came to such knowledge is seif-eviden’—viz., from the 
+ affected. As regards the use of the remedy, par excellence, for postosti 
= Weeden Cooke here te the very obvious fact, also steted, that he had 

n previously treat iudide of potassium, the patient bei: aite 

of the taste of that — ” — a 
Cass 2.—J.1——. 1 entirely agree with Mr. Cooke that the use of bi 

for such a long period, with exposure, must have had something to do 

the severity of the case ; but after other means had ‘ailed, and | saw returning 

health and strength follow the use of the vapour-bath, I should have been the 

veriest seeptic alive to have d u ted cause and effect, At least the patient had 
no quahas of conscience about it, but rather warmly expressed his opinion why 
the same means had not been used earlier in his case. The poor man reasoned 

only ou his own personal experience. In this case I also got the history of a 

very hard, obstinate chancre, 

Case 3.—W. L——. My diagnosis was facilitat d from having treated Mrs, 
L—_ for quae psoriasis. She was quit. cognizant of the cause of the skin 
affection. r. L—— himself had given up all hopes of cure, and it was only 
after the wife got well that | had the husband to treat. It was for fear of 
taking up your valuable space that | was so curt in my description. Mr. L— 
has had no re for eighteen months. Now, if the saliva’ion was the cause 
of the cerebral distarbance, why was the oculist consulted ? Mr. L —— was not 
salivated until seen by him; besides, as if syphilis could not cause such a dis- 
ease without mercury! I doubt that Mr. Cooke has fallen into the common 
error of post hoc, propter hoc. I may state that neither quinine nor wine was 
given in this case, as the only accessory used was Dover s powder, which bad 
the effect of causing the pupils to contract, and perhaps facilitating matters a 

Mr. Cooke shows us very plainly that he is 


little, 

In the conelading ly 
eminently qualified to be an authority on this subject. Stiil I opine that others 
are also fitted to speak on this important matter, In another part he again 
states that salivation is sometimes caused by one bath. Surely there must be 
some pneeeutenting on this point, or the baths are not given on the same 
principle. 

I feel compelled to quote my old authority, as it is borne out by my own ob- 
servation. Mr, Langston Parker says, “I never saw the most deli patient, 
either male or female, whose health was injured under the plan | recommend, 
and I have very rarely seen a disea-e that has not been cured. The ex: 

from the treatmen' of many thousand cases warrants me in 
thus positively on this subject.”—p, 322. Again, on p. 324, he says, “ ana- 
logy has been made with fume, which ti produced sueh an 
effect—i. e., salivation. The mixture avd dilution of the vapours of mereury 
with common steam and the sweating by the bath entirely remove 
any fear of this kind, and I would stake my ion that with proper manage 
ment it cannot occur.” Mr. William Acton, writing in Tae Lancer of 
13th, 1850, after describing the method then in use, says, “In old chronic 
affeetions which do not yield to mercury given internally, the most marvellou 
effects are often . I have seen cases, all other 
get rapidly well uncer this plan, and | would recom a trial to my profes- 
sional brethren in the numerous instances that come before them of obstinate 
complaints, I am, however, by no means convinced of its general 
or that it is likely to capundhe the mineral given internaily.” 
objections, however, are more on the score of inconvenience, as, in 
this subject, he says, “ These peculiarities explain why fumigation<« 
into disuse, as the proper means of application are not always at hand.” 
it be understood that it is the dry fume that is here spoken of. 

Having taken up so much of your valuable space, | may mention 
usually ordered by me at the patient’s own house. A common 
about three inches of water at 100° Fahr., into 
bricks, heated rd hot, are placed, one on the top of the other; this is 
a | placed below a cane- chair, over which a bit of soft ty 
spread. The patient, being seated, is immediately enveloped, his head 
ing free, with a blanket wrung out of hot water, over which one or two 
blankets are placed. He or the attendant scatters about sixty grains of calomel 
over the upper surface of the brick. From twenty to thirty minutes is long 
enough to remain, after which the body is well dried ; the patient then going to 
bed, some extra covering is placed over him, warm gruel, with ten gratns of 
Dover's powder, being given to keep up diaphoresis. If it should be 
necessary to act ‘ary ag the gums, where time is a matter of the first 
portance, the patient has only to keep his head under the blanket for afew 
minutes at a time; but, except in very obstinate Cases, it is not advisable. 
Iron, quinine and iron, iodide of potassium, anti ch of povash, cod- 
oil, or wine can be given during the day, aceording to indications, or the opinion 
of the practitioner as to the comparative value of these drugs. Quinine 
solved in citric acid, with iodide of m, iodide of iron, and tinctare of 
oranges, is a very good adjuvant to the bath. 

ave to correct one misapprehension under which Mr. Cooke has fallen— 
namely, my reference to Sangrado, who said, “ I have written a book ;” meaning 
I have committed myself to a system, and dare not withdr.w, because my 
fame rests on it, He was himer it's book-writer, and therefore book-writing 
‘ensive thing in his eyes. 


conld = have been an off 
Couke should fancy anything about rusty , except uy the principle 
that the wound made by such a weapon does not heal well, voll 


1 remain, Sir, yours very truly, 
Hartlepool, June, 1862. sr. Iwerss, MD. 


*,* This controversy must now terminate,—Ep, L, 
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The Indian Medical Service.—In the article on the above subject in our issue 


geons in their rank as such, owing to the non-retirement of the surgeons, 
whom they would naturally be desirous of succeeding, we intended to 
state—“ We are sorry to say we see no remedy. Amongst those who could 
beip, if so disposed, by stirring the question in the House of Commons, no 
one feels sufficient interest in this injured body of public officers to take any 
trouble in the matter,” &c. We have reason to believe that the amalgamation 
scheme of Colonel Norman is not likely, after all, to be sent to India for re- 
consideration; but as it offers no inducement to old officers to retire, the 
only good its promulgation is likely to do is to set men's minds at rest on 
the subject. It is high time that something more definite should be accom- 
plished with respect to this important matter. 

Student would be admitted to the preliminary cxamination by making an appli- 
cation to the Secretary of the College. 

Mr. EB. Brown.—Inquiry shall be instituted into the statements made in the 
communication, Without at present offering any opinion upon the matter, 
care will be taken that the complaint of our correspondent shall meet with 
the attention it deserves. 

¥.R.C.S., (Devon.)—The etherial solution of the oleo-resin of the male fern 
should be given in drachm doses to an adult as a vermifuge in tenia, 


Ow tax aecert Deata uxpex CaLonororM, 
To the Bditor of Tax Lancer. 

Stx,—I have read in Tas Lawcert of the 7th instant a brief jadgment on a 
case of death under chloroform, to which I cannot subscribe. As I am per- 
sonally concerned in the matter (reported by me in your impression of Kay 
17th, 1862), | hope you will be so kind as to allow me to make a few remarke 
om this point, so interesting on several heads. Already the public have a 
knowledge of the case by Mr. Gant’s evidence alone, and have not been able to 
form an accurate opinion upon this unfortuuate death. 

If this case concerned myself only, i should entirely withdraw from the dis- 
conten ; bub 00 1 conten cquatly Gh the mnofies! youtaden, 3 tos 8 wy Gay 
to lay down the ae ee eter, to form his own 

dj t i this: In the prcsent state of science it is quite 





mp sssible to p dams accidents by ch’ \. 
beg to state that I have administered chloroform many many times in 
Paris when a pupil of the hospitals of that city, and since | have been in Lon- 
don | have attended numerous cases. 1 have always used the lint in a folded 
napkin, and I have seen it used in that mode in the hospitals eight times out 
of ten. By this process you are quite able to admit a free access of air, as 
mach as necessary, and this was isely I did in my case, as you will 
see by my own report of the 17th of May, thirteen days previous to the inquest, 
the patient being quite awake after five minutes. Moreover, you will see in 
Dr. Kidd’s work on Chloroform, p. 111, that the French be ogee hed Medicine 
bas declared that the napkin has nothing whatever to do with death from 
chloroform. To argue that Dr. Snow's inhalers are sater, might be perfectly 
trae; but it is very far from proved, as you will find in the medical journals 
two eases of death under the care uf Dr. Snow. To sav that with the napkin 
you cannot measure the quantity of chloroform absorbed, is true; but you can 
measure the quantity poured on the napkin, and that was done in my case. I 
had an ounce bottle, and I employed not quite one-third of the bottle. Every- 
one has had cases where the anws'hesia was prolonged for thirty minutes, 
forty, and even more than an hour, For my part | have recently operated suc- 
cesstully on a young lady for a tumour, for which she was under the influence 
of chluroform forty-two minutes, and a great deal more than half an ounce had 
been . You can certainly ve assured that, with the present atn.osphere in 
May, of one-third of an ounce at least one-half is evaporated in the air. 

Finally, 1 conclude for the first point that Dr. Snow's apparatas and all the 
other apparatuses, excelient as - may be, afford no guarantee that you 
will not meet with an accident, and I think that this is the general opinion of 
surgeons, English and foreign. If they did not entertain this view, they 
would constantly use the apparatus, and everyone is aware that even now the 
napkin is generally more used than the apparatus, Apparatus or napkin, that 
is a matter of taste—nothing less, nothing more. 

1 now come to a more important point, the state of the heart and lungs; 
and beforehand I beg to state that I had examined the breathing and the 
heart of the deceased three times previously, as it has been witne-sed by per- 
sons belonging to the refinery of Messrs. Rothschild, and I found them quite 
healthy. 1 might have been mistaken, and it would appear by Mr. Gant’s evi- 
denee that such was the case; but, begzing Mr. Gant’s pardon, I must still say 
I do not agree with him, even after his post-mortem examination. I do not 
doubt for a moment the perfect veracity of Mr. Gant, and that he has rep orted 
what he thought was the truth. But this gentleman made the post-mortem 
examination alone. I was not invited to attend. He describes the heart as soft ; 
no disease of the valves; the right overture (auriculo-ventriculaire) largely 
dilated, so that he could introduce four fingers instead of two. Very likely 
the things statec by Mr. Gant were as by himself in his evidence ; 
bat after a man has been buried seventeen days (the deceased died on the 12th, 
and | think the post-mortem examination took place on the 28th of May), is it 
not possible that in the mouth of May a certain amount of putrefaction will 
allow to exist the same state of the right side of the heart, attributed by Mr. 
Gant to disease of the circulatory centre? But let us suppose for a moment 
that Mr. Gant’s opinion of the stare of the heart was right, would i be le 
that a man with an overture of the heart much too big to be eumpletely ob u- 
rated by the valve (they were sound in Mr. Gant’s opinion) could do hard 
work? Yes, said Mr. Gant i. his evidence. a man could do it if he was brought 
up by degrees, I was not aware till now that a man could get accustomed to 
heart disease. But he should nave a bruit de soufflet (insuffixance valvulaire), 
moreover a little cyanosis of the face, and that cardiac ever: 
one knows so well, On the contrary, the deceased had no palpitation of the 

at least he never complained of it (Mr. Damenil’s evidence), and had 

never been kuown to be ill previously for the nine years he had resided in Lon- 

don, with the exception of an a-scess, wich cansed his fistula. All these 

physiological prvots, the absence of any abnormal bruits of the heart, and the 

ard work the deceased used to do, lead me for ibly to an entirely different 
View from that of Mr. Gant, 

Let us now consider the state of the langs. I repeat I had aurcultated the 
— previously with great care, and fou d his respiration perfeetly sound, 
No wonder, even after the post-mortem. The deceased was a poweriul man, 
with a large aad well-developed chest. For a very long time he had not beea 


learned 
disease has nothing to do with accidents iv 
and Dr. Sansom 





ancien! sheuritia, which & yy tend : 
it very ex 
as cortaln amount 


any scientific medical man in the year 
loroform ? When we read all that has 

many opinions, that we can yet quote 

said before the Surgical Society of Paris, 1859, 
entirely than to remain 


excellent memoir on Chloroform 


, presen 
February, 1961, in Gazette Médicale of Paris, 1861.) “new cases of death by 


chloroform have been produced, and we can say that science is pot done on 
this point.” 


x, who wrote in February, 1861, that new 


16th November, 1861, that Mr. Lane, of St. 
operation to do, for which Mr. Edwards, 


was a child of eight 
fe Mr. Edward 


bject 
chloroform more than 4000 times, and a post-mortem showed the cireu 
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sound; and this is the case in general, whi 
Mr. Gant, that there is also danger when the 


organs 
— against the 
ungs heart are sound in administering chloroform. But | will add (hat 


medical in England, 1) as abroad, are of opinion that heart 
sing eofllents pent wally Dr. Kidd held this 


also (see Tax Lancut, May Lith, 1961). If I quote these 
the chloroform question, capita, fot sententia, 


r. Gant knows that grammatiei 


interpreted ¥ 
certant, and he will excose me if I say that he used, putage with not measured 


reserve, the authority of his high si! uation before a jury of quite unprofessional 
Id trol in the least the accuracy of his evidence, so easily 
questiouable ; but s ’ 
stonal man, has prc ved himself a man of that common good ter’ 
of the English nation, who understands that to God alone belongs infalhbility. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Southampton-street, Strand, June, 1962. A. Dizvvonné, M.D. Paris. 


Pharmaceutist.—The matter requires to be far more closely and impartially 
examined before we can conclude that the tincture of henbane is such an 
inert agent as some late writers would have us believe. We think that the 
letter of Dr. Bagot, alluded to by our correspondent, contains very weighty 
evidence in proof of the power of henbane. 

A Scotch Graduate.—The Repo-t of the Scotch Universities has already been 
published, and is to be obtained by order of any bookseller. 


A Quarry. 
To the Editor of Taw Lawcet. 

Sra,—Could you or any gst your correspondents inform me of the ad- 
vantages, and most advantageous way, of emizrating to Australia in my pre- 
sent cap»eity—namely, that [ have served my apprenticeship to a surgeon, 
and am acting as assistant in general, but have not attenved hospital practice 
or lectures, I have understood that a few years ago such a one might have 
a free passage. Is this now the case, and what compensation shoald I be likely 
to obtain? Would New Zealand be a better field for one in my position ? 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, yr 





June, 1862. 


Sceptic is not more a doubter than ourselves. Nevertheless, in the volame 
recently published of the “Transactions of the Medical Society of New 
York,” Dr. Pardy has related a case in which complete suppression of urine 
is said to have continued for nearly six years! The patient was an unmarried 
lady, thirty-six years of age. The clue to the mystery probably lies here. 

An Intending Student, (Birmingham.)—Both books are good. Ellis's we con- 
sider the best. 

Bartisx Decourzs rv Brenos Ares. 
To the Bditor of Tax Lancet. 

Sta,—In answer to “ M.D.” in Tak Lancet of May 10th, you state that s 
British uate can ise in Buenos Ayres without an examination, Such 
is not the case, as. in addition to 7 ing his diploma, be bas to pass an 
examination in the Spanish language, to prove his fitness for which he has to 
pay £20. My knowledge of the matter is derived from a brother who is resi- 
dent th re, end from a copy of the “ to de Ia Facultad de Medicina 
de Buenos Aires,” issued in 1852, which was -* to me this year as being the 


ours, Xe., 
Joun Bat, M.D. 
*,* The notice referred to a medical examination.—Ep. L. 








‘654 “Tue Lanoer,) 


‘NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


; [June 14, 1869, 








W. RB. F., (Manchester.)—As a rule, an advertiser ought to be avoided. Any 
wespectable surgeon can treat the case satisfactorily. The beoks upon the 
subject, when written for the public, are in all instances to be shanned, 
They are written with the object of alarming patients, and of magnifying 
very trivial disorders into serious diseases. By acting upon the minds of 
their victims, the quacks too often succeed in robbing them not only of their 
money, but of their health. 


Tue Oxremans or THE Lats De. ann Mas. Jowzs. 
To the Editor of Tux Lawort. 


Srz,—In my last letter to you on this subject, I mentioned my intention of 
conveying to.every subscriber (whose address was known to me) to the fund 
raised on behalf of these children a statement of the method of applying ‘he 
money collected ; and the promise so made in your columns I have endea- 
voured to fulfil. As, however, very many small sums have been sent anony- 
mously, the donors of which will in all probability.be glad to know the result 
of the collection, I trouble you with a further commu ion, to ask that you 
will kindly insert so much of the enclosed circular as may seem to you sufli- 
cient to effect the purpose of apprising all those of your readers who subscribed 
of the manner in which their contributions have been di 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Bucklersbury, June, 1862. B. B. Oxaiwaes. 


“The subscribers to the fund for promoting the welfare of the orphan chil- 
dren of the late Dr. aud Mrs. Jones of ~ eee will Jearn with satisfaction 
that the amount contributed has proved su to provide a home for the 
two little boys in the London Orphan Asylam. 

“Shorily after the publication of my letter calling attention to the case, 
some connexions of the late Dr. Jones, who reside on the Continent, gene- 
rously sent over for the infant and the little girl, and undertook the respon- 
—_— of —- future management and education, leaving a sae 
tight accrue from the to public sympathy to be applied for the t 
afthetmoatherchibdes™ . panic! 

“it was suggested by several correspondents that should be 
sought for these beys at ‘the Medical Benevolent College; it beeomes neces- 
sary, therefore, to explain that inmates are not received by purchase into that 
institution—that the next election does not take place until May, 1863 —and 
that there are in general several annual applications before a candidate is suc- 
cessful. It is obvious, therefore, that the advantages of that valuable charity 
are not available for cases of extreme urgency like this, when a sheltering roof 
apd a guiding hand are matters of immediate necessity. 

“ Under these circumstances, and after mature deliberation, it became clear 
to those to whom the money had been contided that the most expedient course 
«was to arrange for the ion of these children in the London Orphan Asy- 


dum ; and, 
has been m.de for HA 


they will be maintained, clothed, and educated, up to the age of fifteen years, 
The a Sa a small expense for printing and postage) has been pad for 
the benefit of the children into the savings’ bank attached to the instituti 
“ It would be unseemly to close this statement without allading to the warm 
interest taken in the ease by the Rev. B. 8. rector of St. Paul's, Dept- 
ford; or remarking that the kind feeling shown towards these orphans by the 
Bditor of Tus Layort has been shared by the Editors of the Daily News, 
-*, Telegraph, Kentish Mercury, Morning Herald, Morning Star, and Stan- 
(I name them alphabetically), all of whom were good enough to find 
calling attention to the di ing ei st attending the death of 
It is, indeed, through the publicity given by the that so 
many persons have been enabled to join in the good work of helping those 
who are powerless to help themselves. 
“ B. B. Onerpas, Hon. Secretary to the Fund.” 


Avwiast 

















An Inhaditant, (Brighton.)—The scheme proposed is highly creditable to the 
householders of Brighton. The idea of emptying the sewage into the sea 
‘was as absurd as it was filthy. 

4 Surgeon, (N.B.)The new h tatic is d of the very fine palew of 
@ delicate and beautiful fern, a native of Java. The name is Cibotium 
Schiedii, The.action must be purely mechanical. 





Tae Cane or Lunatics. 
To the Editor of Tax Lawcnr. 
Sra,—I should be obliged if you would kindly answer the follow uestion 
a next =, of Tan Lancer :— . moe 
medical man reeeives an insane patient into his house. Is it necessary for 
him to have a licence, or to inform the Commissioners in Lunacy of his 
Your obedient servant, 
Aw Op Supscripsr. 


*,° It is necessary to inform the Commissioners of the circumstance.—Ep. L. 


2. J. B.—He could certainly “demand” a “re-election;” but his demand 
would not be complied with, 

A Governor of St. Thomas's Hospital—Tur Lancet was the first and only 
journal that pointed distincUy and decidedly to the Royal Surrey Gardens as 
the future site of the new hospital. An opportunity now offers.of erecting 
cne of the finest modern institutions in the world. 


Tests yor Atmosruertc Impvrtrms. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sir,—I observe that a correspondent, under the signature of “ Medicus,” in 
your number of the 15th of March last, asks where he can meet with a descrip- 
tion of the method of using solution of permanganate of potash for the detection 
of organic impurities in the atmosphere. If 1 mistake not, the information re- 

will be found in the fifth edition of Ure’s “ Dictionary of Arts, Manu- 

and Mines,” at the article on Sanitary Economy, which was written 

by Dr. Kk. Angus Smith. An aceount of the air-test will also be found in a 

= let by Mr. Condy, on the “ Purification of Water and Air,” published by 
vies, of Princes-street. 

Your correspondent, “ J, L. M.,” of the 22nd March, in the last-named work 
will meet with a good deal of valuable information about the testing ot water. 


Yours obediently, 
Gibraltar, June, 1362. ‘ P. PLC. 


jie it may; but that is not the point im-question. 
ver, 





Has Medicus any proof that the person. who cironlates the:unprofesion) 


he has no legitimate claim, abuses of the most flagrant character ean be op. 
tinued with impunity. 

Mr. 8. Anderson Smith —The communication on “ Marriages between Aliens" 
was received, and shal! be published. 

Tus gentleman who has forwarded to us the polite note from Hanley takes ; 
very just view of the case. Dr. Brown-Séquard’s address is Cavendish. 
square, Our correspondent will excuse us addressing him privately. 


Tas Sanrrany Conprrion ov Livarroo.. 
To the Rditor of Tus Lawcer. 

Sre,—I had hoped that if Dr. Kebbell noticed my letter in your impression 
of May 2éth, he would have had the candour to admit the unsoundness of th: 
data on which he relied in support of his statement, that Liverpool has. 
higher mortality than any other town in the kingdom. I pointed out that his 
ata referred to the worst portion only—not the entire town—of Liverpoo'; 
the best portion, comprising a population of 190,000, being excluded from the 
caleulation. His reply is-to the effect, that, at all events, ten years ago the 
mortality of this worst district was higher than that of (the good and bad dis- 
tricts of) any other town in England, and that this may still be the esse. Very 
If the worst district ( 
pool is to be taken for comparison, it should in fairness be 


particular portion of it, with 130,000 inhabitants, had a lower Wy than 
any other tewn with an equal population (whieh could easily be shown), Dr. 
Kebvell would, no donbt, think the com parison unfair ; aud yet—reversing th: 
terms of the proposition—this is preeisely the compari-on he has 

I may add that Dr..Kebbeil is mistaken in supposing that Dr. Greeghow’s 
work is the latest authority on the subject. Ihe published Reports of the 
Registrar-General come down to the present year, and I chailenge Dr. Kebbel! 
to point to any town in the kingdom where the ratio of improvement has been 
80 great as it has been in Liverpool. Could he sueeeed in doing so, it would 
be a heavy blow and a eases to the cause of sanitary reform, 
which he has laboured to promote; for it is certain that no other town has 
expended money so liberally to improve the health of its inhabitants. We have 
the testimony of the Registrar-ieveral that “the expenditure has borne ample 
fruits.” Your obedient servant, 

Liverpool, June, 1382. W. H. Duwecax, M.D, 


da Elector.—Dr. Edwin Lankester is in every way qualified for the office of 
Corener. By the unanimous support of the medical profession, his election 
will be certain. 

Mr. W. Matthews (Scarborough) will find in the last Stadents’ Namber ol 
Tux Lance? all the information he requires. It would be impossible in this 
place to answer his questions satisfactorily. 

Therapeuticns.—The bromide of potassium has been strongly recommended as 
an antaphrodisiac. Opium may be tried also; but this agent will occ 
sionally act in just an opposite way. 

Mr. W. F. Loveli.—The Orthopedic Hospital, Oxford-street ; the City Orthe- 
pedie Hospital, Hatton-garden ; the Spinal Hospital, Portland-road. 


Corracs Hosriracs. 
To the Bditor of Tus Laxcerrt. 

Str,—I am desirous of establishing a Cottage Hospital in an extensive 
mining district—a plan I am encourged in by the expressed wish of many of 
the clergy of that district, 

I should feel deeply obliged to any of your readers who may be connected 
with such an hospital if they would kindly furnish me with a of the rules 
which reguiate them, and any information they may be to give as to 
the working of the hospital when established. 

1 am, Sir, yours obediently, 
Pursrcrasy. 


Coumuntcatrons, Lerrens, &c., have been received from — Dr. Farr; Mr. D. 
Walker ; Mr.’Potter ; Dr, Hall ; Dr. W. Fergus; Mr. J. Howell, Salford; Mr. 
Dodgson, Cockermouth; Mr. Rose, High Wycombe; Dr. Gill, Dover, (with 
euclosure ;) Mr. W. Martin; Mr. Croft, Newark, (with enciosure;) Mr. T. 
Parsons, Leicester, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Forshaw; Mr. Harvey, Berkhamp- 
stead; Mr. C. 8, Jones, Chichester; Mr. M. Trevan, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
W. J. Burgess, Bristol, (with enclosure ;) Mr. T. Chambers ; Dr. Ty Williams, 
Swansea; Mr. Lovell, Compton Martin; Dr. Mackintosh, Downham ; Br. 
Kidd; Mr. Evans, Eglwysbach, (with enclosure ;) Dr. John Bell; Dr. Walker, 
Glasgow; Dr. Duncan; Mr. Palmer, Halifax, Nova Scotia; Mr. Smith; Mr. 
Hart, Layer Breton, (with enciosure;) Messrs. J. Parkes and Son, Birming- 
ham; Mr. Massey, Thornbury, (with enclosure;) Mr. Hunter; Mr. Sprague, 
Kimbolton; Messrs. Groom and Co. Whitchurch, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Betts, Sutterton, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Eliiott; Mr. Keele, Portsmouth; 
Mr. Hickman, Shre 'y, (with encl ;) Mr. E. Weston, Stafford, (with 
enclosure ;) Messrs. 'T. Murray and Son, Glasgow ; Mr. Hough, (with enelo 
sure;) Dr. Garden, Simla; Mr. Oxley, (with enclosure;) Mr. Jones, Aber 
dare, (with euclosure;) Mr. Nourse; Mrs, Sykes; An Elector; Anxious; 
A Governor of St. Thomas’s Hospital; L. B.; An Inhbabitant, Brighton; 
Studens ; Tyro; Medical Benevolent College ; Ethnological Society; J. W., 
(with enelosure;) J. T. P., (with enclosure;) Pharmaceutical Society; 
Leeds Dispensary; ), D. C.; University of Melbourne; An Intending St 
dent; 8. G.S,; Military Medical Book Club, Aldershott, (with enclosure ;) 
E. B.; Spectator; Dubious ; Corrosive Sublimate ; M.R.C.P. Lond.; &c, &. 


June, 1862. 
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